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Iraqi minister begins talks in Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — Iraq's foreign minister, who began talks here 
Friday in the highest-level visit from Baghdad since die Golf war, 
said new proposals have been put forward on the prospect of 
temporarily reopening a joint oil pipeline. Mohammad Sated Al 
Sahaf told reporters that the proposals concerned the distribution 
of humanitarian supplies Turkey would deliver to Iraq in exchange 
for the oil, but gave no further details. The pipeline was dosed 
under the embargo imposed on Baghdad after its invasion of 
Kuwait more than four years ago. The 11.8 million barrels of crude 
worth up to $180 million has been idle inside the Iraqi-Turkish 
pipeline. Under the proposal, a total of 27 million barrels of oil 
would be flushed through the pipeline to Turkey within a period of 
six months. None of the oil would be sold but would be used in 
Turkey's domestic refining network. A portion of the funds 
generated through the plan would go to a U.N. war reparations 
mod. Mr. Sahars visit is also pan of an effort by Baghdad to seek 
help from Arab and other Islamic countries to bring fraq back into 
the international fold. Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein has dispatched 
envoys to several Middle East countries recently. 
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Abdul Meguid arrives tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — Arab League Secretary General Esnui 
Abdul Meguid arrives here on Sunday on a four-day visit to Jordan 
for talks with Jordanian officials on clearing the Arab atmosphere 
and a proposed agenda of the next session of the Arab League 
Council session to be held on March 22. Dr. Abdul Meguid will 
coordinate efforts with the Foreign Ministry of Jordan, which is 
the current chairman of the Arab League Council. The Arab 
League will propose a draft treaty in March aimed at stopping the 
spread of nudear, biological and chemical weapons in the Middle 
East, a senior official said Friday. “At the Arab League's 
minisicril meeting set for March 22, Arab states will examine a 
draft convention to make the Middle East free of all weapons of 
mass destruction." the league's assistant secretary general, Adnan 
Omran, told AFP in Cairo. "Once adopted by the league, the draft 
convention will be submitted to the United Nations," Mr. Omran 
said. "It will then be up to the United Nations to study the means 
to force all the countries of the region — without any exception — 
to promise to abide by this convention," he added. “The Arab 
countries will only sign the treaty if Israel does.” 
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Israeli withdrawal fulfills key condition in peace treaty 

Jordanian sovereignty restored to all of Kingdom ’s territory 
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from Jordanian territory on 
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signalled the completion of 
one of the most significant 
phases of 'the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty signed on 
Ocl 26. 

By withdrawing its forces 
to newly-marked internation- 
al borders, Israel met with 
one of two key conditions in 
the peace treaty: Evacuation 
from Jordanian territory it 
has been occupying since 
1950. 

The other condition of the 
treaty is Israeli respect for 
Jordan's right to its frill share 
of waters in the north. Nego- 
tiations are continuing be- 
hind the scene on building 
new facilities such as dams 
and pipelines that would en- 
sure the flow of an additional 
215 million cubic metres of 
water to Jordanian territory 
every year. 

The Israeli withdrawal, 
coupled with the signing of 
the first Israeli-Jordanian 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — Two 
military police guarding the 


parliamentary speaker's 
home were wounded Friday 
during a gunbattle with his 
predecessor’s bodyguards in 
a row over car parking, police 
and witnesses . said. Police 
were watching over the home 
of Speaker Nabih Berri when 
a dispute flared with the 
bodyguards of his neighbour 
and predecessor Hussein 
Husseini over a parked car, 
.witnesses said. Mr. Husseini 
said more than 200 bullets 
were fired into the facade of 
his apartment block across 
the road from Mr. Bern’s 
official residence. Three of 
Mr. Husseini’s bodyguards 
were arrested, legal officials 
said. 

Aid workers held 
hostage in Sudan 


; irma ^ GENEVA (AFP) — Armed 
ibftng “ rebels in southern Sudan 
•i" j were holding five foreign aid 

.-oie-ran heal® workes hostage Friday even- 
ing, the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) said 

G ionn MW® here - The hosta « es were 

jCr __ working for Operation Life- 

It Q e Sudan in the village of 
Waat when they were kid- 
fG JHW » napped Wednesday. They 

i API " '' '• were abducted by gunmen 
Nl - '■ nia* c led by Gordon Koang Bany- 
nfiBfl-' piny of the South Sudan In- 
.• ? y 1P j £ j*i6' dependence Army, a splinter 
rand iot movement of southern 

cunnfi v , p Sudan’s rebel forces, UN- 
-- ^Lrt'ol 1 * ICEF said in a statement. 
; - je sn ? lc ( >nnS.* Three of the hostages were 
"-^a.L'ne 111 from. UNICEF, one from 

v - -t-.usic. Swiss disaster relief and one 

I' ^-ncan oriiP from Britain's Save the Chil- 
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^^.ncan 0 ^ crom Britain s Save the ChiJ- 
ConnS^^gjt dren Fund, the statement 
'."..t-'-Qiii is said. The rebels abducted a 

sonb i* 1 ^ V total of 11 aid workers 
Sfill er _J riff' Wednesday, but freed two 
i-^.sirdinES- if Other UNICEF employees 
'^!^ ne'" er “d f Qur from Mededns Du 

w_ L r - s Monde after negotiations, 

,*!»* Sik UNICEF said. 
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solution 10 the country’s 
bloody conflict has rejected 
the authorities' plan to hold 
presidential elections this 


hr • 3J ^0, n eI o* 1 -T presiaennai elections inis 
ioK year to resolve the crisis. The 
r!Vj’ "jn a Workers’ Party, headed by 

• SJ . ir jincS one of Algeria’s rare women 

' c \ k , s politicians Louisa Hanoune, 

told President Liamine 
^ u ;. , S 1 ® 5 ^ Zeroual that such a ballot 

T ^ would only push the country 
vTtd to move “evils and atrocities 
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as called for in the peace 
treaty (see page 3), also 
cleared the way for serious 
moves towards realising joint 
projects. 

“We are very optimistic of 
the period ahead, a period of 
consolidation,” said His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Thursday, adding that possi- 
bilities of development and 
cooperation were numerous 
if both sides had enough 
goodwill and sincerity. 

"We have regained our full 
rights m territory and water,” 
King Hussein said during a 
visit he paid to this northern 
frontier shortly after the 
Israeli army formally handed 
over an 832-dunum plot of 
land to Jordan in a short 
ceremony held near 60-year- 
old datm spanning the Yai- 
mouk and Jordan Rivers. 

“It is one of the greatest 
accomplishments of Jordan 
and marks a key moment in 
our history and life,” said the 
King, wearing bis full military 
uniform as supreme comman- 
der of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, as officers and sol- 
diers from the 12th Royal 
Mechanised Division sta- 
tioned in the area cheered 
him. 

While he acknowledged 


that Jordanian-Israeli coop- 
eration held out "unlimited 
possibilities ... and we have 
covered a lot of ground,” the 
King cautioned against ex- 
pecting too high and quick 
expectations of the dividends 
of peace. “Many people have 
too many expectations,” he 
said. 

The King, briefed by the 
commander of the regional 
division on the features of the 
Israeli withdrawal and of the 
land where Jordanian 
sovereignty was restored, 
also highlighted another 
point — Jordan, in direct 
negotiations with Israel, 
achieved Israeli withdrawal 
from its land without having 
to agree to the stationing of 
foreign forces to supervise 
the truce. 

Although the King did not 
spell it out, he was 
obviously referring to the 
continued presence of inter- 
national observers on the 
borders of Israel and Egypt 
under their 1979 Camp David 
agreements and proposals to 
station similar forces on 
Syria's Golan Heights in a 
final settlement between 
Syria and Israel. 

Experts in international 
law note that recent history 
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Jordanian soldiers drive a convoy across a 
canal to newly-marked borders in the Baqoura 
area after Israel withdrew its last soldier from 
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the area on Thursday (Photo by Yousef Al 
Allan) 


shows that foreign observers 
were inevitable in any situa- 
tion of an occupier leaving 
occupied territory and even 
in most cases of ending inter- 
nal conflicts. 

Israel is also seen by 
analysts as sending a strong 
message to Syria through the 
peace treaty with Jordan that 



PRAYERS IN AQABA: His Majesty King also Their Royal Highnesses Prince All Ben Al 
Hussein attends Friday prayers at the southern Hussein, Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, the 
military zone command's mosque in Aqaba. King's military secretary, Royal Court Imam 
The Friday sermon which focused on the Ahmad Helayd and senior civil and military 
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Arafat seeks help to end 
deadlock in peace talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has 
asked the United States and 
other countries to step into 
the deadlocked peace talks 
and pressure Israel into im- 
plementing the next stage of 
Palestinian autonomy, his 
aides said Friday. - 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), made 
the appeal after he and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Thursday 
failed to reach agreement on 
any of the disputes that have 
stalled the negotiations for 
months. 

Mr. Rabin told Mr. Arafat 
that he would not discuss a 
troop withdrawal from West 
Bank towns until the PLO 
leader ordered a crackdown 
against Palestinian militants 
responsible for a series of 
attacks that have killed 55 
Israelis since October. 

Mr. Arafat countered that 
he was doing his best and 
pointed to the arrests of 
dozens of militants in the 
Gaza Strip this week. 

But the Israelis dismissed 
Mr. Arafat's efforts as hal- 
fhearted. Mr. Rabin also 
turned down Palestinian de- 
mands for other gestures, 
such as lifting the closure 
imposed on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip after a Jan. 22 
suicide bombing that killed 
21 Israelis. 

The closure prevents tens 
of thousands of Palestinians 
from reaching their jobs in 
Israel, worsening an already 
desperate economic situation 
in the Palestinian areas. 

The difficulties have 
caused a long delay in ex- 
panding the nine-month-old 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho 


throughout the West Bank, 
as stipulated in the Israel- 
PLO accord. 

Mr. Arafat also appealed' 
to Norway and Russia to 
break the 'deadlock in nego- 
tiations with Israel ahead of 
fresh peace talks next week. 

The official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA said Mr. 
Arafat sent messages to the 
leaders of the U.S., Russia, 
and Norway on “the latest 
developments in the peace 
process and the difficulties it 
faces." 

He met the U.S.. Russian 
and Norwegian consuls on 
Thursday night to press home 
bis fears. 

Mr. Arafat also telephoned 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and complained 
to U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali that Israel was 
not fulfilling the 1993 dec- 
laration of principles for 
autonomy. 

Israel was “building new 
settlements in the occupied 
territories (and) postponing 
the redeployment of troops, 
enforcing the isolation of 
Jerusalem and carrying out 
collective punishment of the 
Palestinian population by 
sealing off the occupied terri- 
tories.” 

However, Arafat adviser 
Ahmad Tibi on Friday 
weakened claims by a PLO 
minister that peace efforts 
had hit a "real crisis.” 

"The negotiations have not 
stopped. We are still nego- 
tiating directly. There will be 
meetings next week,” Dr. 
Tibi pointed out. 

Israel rejected any talk of 
crisis, referring only to "dif- 
ferences.” 

The PLO chairman had 
stormed out of the summit on 
the border between Gaza and 
Israel after Mr. Rabin re- 


fused to end the closure of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Trailing badly in the opin- 
ion polls with 66 Israelis dead 
since Palestinian self-rule be- 
gan last May, Mr. Rabin was 
on sure ground. 

A new poll released Friday 
showed 77 pier cent of Israelis 
support the continued clo- 
sure. Only 21 per cent said 
the ban should be eased. 

Palestinian police said they 
have arrested 65 militants on 
the Gaza Strip since the Isla- 
mic Jihad bombing in 
Netanya, but Israel deman- 
ded more. 

No progress was made 
either in negotiations in 
Cairo this week on elections 
to a council to run autonomy, 
aocording to the PLO. 

The elections were sche- 
duled to take place last July 
after an Israeli troop rede'- 
ployment outside built-up 
Arab areas on the occupied 
West Bank. 

But Israel has baulked at 
any pull-back fearing it will 
expose the 130,000 settlers to 
greater dangers from Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

More negotiations were ex- 
pected in the coming week, 
although the Palestinians 
have not confirmed an Israeli 
announcement that they will 
take place in the self-rule 
enclave of Jericho on the 
West Bank. 

Arafat spokesman Nabi! 
Irdeineh warned Friday that 
support among Palestinians 
for the peace talks was erod- 
ing rapidly. 

"The situaton is very sensi- 
tive and critical and very 
dangerous as well,” Mr. Abu 
Irdieneh said. “Unless there 
is advancement in the peace 
process, things could be un- 
controllable.'' 


peace could be achieved if 
there is enough good faith 
and seriousness on both sides 
to enter a lasting peace 
accord after ending the state 
of war and conflict through 
direct negotiations without 
third party involvement. 

The King, in brief com- 
ments to reporters at Ba- 

Kabariti 
heads for 
Washington 
meeting 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- ■ 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti left j 
for the United States on Fri- * 
day to attend a meeting with 
his Egyptian, Israeli and i 
Palestinian counterparts and 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher on the trou- 
bled Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

The Sunday meeting in 
Washington was decided 
upon by an unprecedented 
summit in Cairo among the 
leaders of Egypt, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), Israel and Jordan on 
how to revitalise die Middle 
East peace process. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres is already in 
the U.S. and his Egyptian 
counterpan Amr Musa was 
scheduled to leave Tokyo 
| early Saturday for Washing- 
ton after a visit to Japan that 
began on Wednesday. 

It was not immediately 
known who would represent 
the PLO in the Washington 
meeting. Reports said earlier 
this week that PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat had not 
made up his mind whether to 
assign Farouk Kaddoumi, the 
Tunis-based head of the Poli- 
tical Department of the PLO, 
Nabil Shaath, minister of 
planning and international 
cooperation in the Gaza- 
based Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA), or Ahmad 
Qouriea, minister of eco- 
nomy in the PNA, to the 
meeting. 

According to a senior State 
Department official, the U.S. 
expects the Arabs and Israeli 
participants in the meeting to 
suggest means to break the 
deadlock in the Israel-PLO 
negotiations to advance 
Palestinian autonomy beyond 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho into the 
rest of the West Bank. 

Gaza and Jericho went 
under Palestinian autonomy 
in May but a spate of deadly 
violence by opponents of the 
peace process has put a brake 
to the implementation of the 
next phase of the declaration 
of principles signed by the 
PLu and Israel in September 
1993. . 

A meeting between Mr. 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Thursday failed to break the 
deadlock (see separate story). 

A senior State Department 
official said in Washington 
last week that "we want to 

(Continued on page 7) 


3 0 ura after Jordanian sel- 
lers moved their positions 
forward and hoisted the 
national flag in the area, ex- 
pressed hope that "compre- 
hensive, just and durable 
peace will be achieved" on all 
tracks of the Middle East 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE S32 dunums of land 
that Israel evacuated on 
Thursday was occupied by 
the Jewish state in 1950 
when it pushed its military 
lines forward and cut off 
Jordanian access to the 
congruence of the Yar- 
mouk and Jordan Rivers. 

According to Munther 
Haddadin, a senior Jorda- 
nian negotiator with Israel, 
Jewish farmers from a 
nearby settlement — the 
first Jewish colony (or kib- 
butz as Israelis call it) in the 
land of Palestine — used to 
cultivate part of the lands 
since 1923 under, most 
probably, the laws of the 
Ottoman empire. 

Many families from the 
colony, which is now 
known as Ashdod Yacov 
with about 600 residents 
and located within Israeli 
territory as defined in the 
British mandate maps, 
have been living in the area 
since rhe turn of the cen- 
tury. 


The Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty signed on Ocl. 
26 stipulates that the King- 
dom would allow Israeli 
owners in the land now 
under Jordanian sovereign- 
ty to continue their fanning 
there under annual permits 
for 25 years and allow the 
free disposal of the land by 
its own era under Jordanian 
laws and regulations. 

The main crops of the 
land are cotton, avocados 
and other fruits. 

A similar arrangement is 
also applied in the Al 
Ghamr area in the south. 
The precise size of the two 
areas is not known, but it is 
less than 30 square 
kilometres, according to 
officials. 

Israel has undertaken not 
to allow the areas under 
Jordanian sovereignty 
where Israeli farmers will 
work to be used to under- 
mine the peace and stabil- 

(Con tinned on page 7) 


Posuvalyuk holds talks with Arafat 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk 
met here Friday with Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat on a mission to end 
the stalemate in negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk arrived af- 
ter Mr. Arafat appealed to 
Moscow and Washington, co- 
sponsors of the Middle East 
peace process, to help break 
the deadlock in talks with 
Israel. 

A summit meeting on 
Thursday between Mr. Ara- 
fat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to breathe 
new life into the talks flop- 
ped, once again raising 


doubts about the future of 
the fragile peace process. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk met with 
Mr. Rabin in Tel Aviv before 
travelling to Gaza City where 
Mr. Arafat invited him to 
take pan in the ifur, the 
traditional meal to break a 
day of fasting for Ramadan at 
sundown. 

He has already visited 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. 

In Amman on Thursday, 
His Majesty King Hussein 
met with Mr. Posuvalyuk, 
who conveyed to the King the 
congratulations, of the Rus- 
sian president and leadership 
over the withdrawal of Israel 
from Jordanian lands. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk stressed 
Russia's support for Jordan 


in the peace process. 

The King revealed that 
Jordan would continue to 
support the peace process 
and contribute to enhancing 
regional stability. 

The meeting was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Mar- 
wan Al Qasem and Russian 
Ambassador to Jordan Alex- 
ander Saltanov. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk was also 
received by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker in the 
presence of Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti. 

Sharif Zeid 'and the Rus- 
sian envoy discussed 
Jordanian-Russian relations 
and means of enhancing 
them, especially in economic 
cooperation and trade. 
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U.S, and Lebanon 
hold ‘frank ’ talks 


WASHINGTON (USIA) - 
.The United States and Leba- 
non said in a joint statement 
issued here that the two 
countries had “frank and pro- 
ductive" talks relating “to the 
security of American citizens 
in Lebanon." 

The statement issued by 
the State Department noted 
that the two-day talks were 
conducted in “an excellent 
atmosphere" and the two de- 
legations will now inform 
their governments of the 
talks “in order for them to 
determine further steps to be 
taken in this process.” 

The statement did not 
mention the U.S. ban on 
Americans wishing to travel 
to Beirut, a sore point for the 
Lebanese who feel the ban is 
no longer justified. The State 
Department is reportedly 
scheduled to review the ban 
later this month. 

Heading the American side 
in the talks were Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Robert H. 
Pelletreau and the coordina- 
tor for counterterrorism. Phi- 
lip C. Wilcox. Jr. The U.S. 
delegation included repre- 
sentatives from the Depart- 
ment of Justice, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation, the 
Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration. the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and the De- 
partment "of Defence. 

The Lebanese delegation 
was composed of the 
Lebanese ambassador to the 
United States. Riad Tabbar- 
ah. and advisers representing 
the internal security forces, 
general security, state secur- 
ity. airport security, and civil 
aviation. 

The State Department's 
acting spokeswoman, Christ- 
ine Shelly, said at the regular 
breifing.* hours before the 
joint statement was issued, 
that the purpose of the talks 
has been “to discuss broad 
security agenda issues with 
Lebanese officials and not 
specifically to take decisions 
on individual issues.” 


She pointed out that the 
Lebanese government has 
made "important progress 
has made “important prog- 
ress in reasserting its author- 
ity and reconstuction" after 
the 17-year civil strife in the 
country. 

However, she continued, 
“security problems remain 
and serious threats do con- 
tinue to exist for all Amer- 
icans.” - 

The Lebanese ambassador 
told a briefing at his resi- 
dence that this delegation 
assured the American side of 
the security situation in 
Beirut and at the airport, 
pointing out that the Beirut 
International Airport “isone 
of the safest in the world.” 

He said his delegation is 
now returning to Beirut to 
consider the next steps, “if 
there is a need to proceed 
along these lines.” 

Ambassador Tabbarah 
said his delegation demons- 
trated to the American side 
that Lebanon can apprehend 
criminals and cited several 
examples as in the case of the 
Jordanian diplomat who was 
assassinated there last year. 

He added that his delega- 
tion also raised other “non- 
security” issues, urging 
favourable American recon- 
sideration. These included 
the ban on the Lebanese air- 
line. Middle East Airlines 
(MEA). from coming to New 


York, the question of air 
freight to Lebanon and the 


sale of airline tickets in the 
United States to non- 
Americans. all profitable 
ventures for the Lebanese. 

He said his side did not 
request the lifting of the U.S. 
travel ban “per se“ because 
his purpose at the talks was to 
improve bilateral relations 
between the two countries. 
He did point out that Amer- 
ican companies and Amer- 
icans of Lebanese origin are 
equally harmed by the travel 
ban and. in turn, are urging 
their government to lift the 
ban. 


BAALBEK (APJ — Iran’s 


ambassador to Syria says 
Tehran has placed militant 


lenran nas piacea militant 
Muslim “soldiers" around 
the world to bring down 
America and Israel. 

“1 tell (President) Clinton, 
I tell all his allies, I tell his 
lackey. Israel, your day. your 
end, is coming soon. Islam is 
coming to you soon,” 
Mohammad Hassan Akhtari 
told a rally Thursday night in 
this ancient Bekaa Valley 
town in east Lebanon. 

Baalbek is a main base of 
Hizbollah. the Iranian- 
* backed Shiite Muslim fun- 
damentalist group fighting 
Israeli forces and allies in 
South Lebanon — the last 
active Arab-Israeli war front. 

Bad telephone lines de- 
layed the transmission of Mr. 
Akhtari 's speech to news 
agencies. 

“Iran has soldiers spread 
out in groups around the 
world ready for action, for 
jihad (holy war). They have a 
far reach." Mr. Akhtari 
added. 

Mr. Akhtari drove in from 
Damascus and returned to 
the Syrian capital after the 
rally, which was organised by 
Hizbollah, or Party of God, 
Iran's main ally in Lebanon. 

His threat drew shouts of 
“Death to the great Satan.'* 
the Iranian regime’s moniker 
for America, and "Death to 
Israel” from the estimated 
crowd of 500 attending the 
rally. 

Mr. Akhtari vowed that 
“Iran will never succumb to 
any form of U.S. pressure 


through Europe or else- 
where.” He said Lebanon's 
Hizbollah will remain an 
“essential base of Iranian sol- 
diers fighting Israel and the 
enemies of Islam." 

That appeared to be a 
warning to the Lebanese gov- 
erment against giving in to 
persistent U.S. demands that 
Hizbollah be disarmed like 
all other Lebanese civil war 
militias. 

The American administra- 
tion has pressed this demand 
since the end -of the 1975- 
1990 civil war. making it a 
basis condition for lifting a 
U.S. travel ban imposed 
against Lebanon nearly eight 
years ago. - 

The ban. which also se- 
vered air links between the 
United States and Lebanon, 
followed a spate of hostage- 
taking, suicide bombing and 
aircraft hijacking attacks on 
American targets sponsored 
by 'Hizbollah. 

Israel also is insisting on a 
crackdown on Hizbollah as a 
precondition for withdrawal 
from a border enclave it 
occupies in South Lebanon 
since 1985. 

Hizbollah has been 
spearheading a guerrilla war 
to evict Israel from the en- 
clave. which was created to 
shield northern Israeli towns 
from cross-border guerrilla 
raids. 

“Iran is under immense 
pressure to discontinue its 
assistance to Hizbollah and 


Islamic groups fighting Israel 
in Palestine.' Iran will never 


give in." said Mr. Akhtari. 
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Bonn protests as Turkey expels German Ankara thanks Athens for rescuing pilot 


ANKARA (AFP) — Bonn demanded an explanation from 
the Turkish government Friday after Ankara expelled a 
German journalist for contacts with the banned Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). The German ambassador to Ankara 
was to make a verbal protest to the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry, demanding a foil explanation about Corinna 
Gutstedt’s expulsion Thursday, a German diplomat said. 
On her return to Frankfurt, Ms. Gutstedt alleged she had 
been strip-searched by police after her arrest, refused 
access to a lawyer, and had her portable computer 
destroyed. The ambassador said such ill-treatment would 
be “totally unacceptable” if confirmed, the diplomat said. 
Ankara has made no official comment on the matter, but a 
government official told AFP that Ms. Gutstedt was “an 
agitator" who had been expelled after "a long inquiry" into 
her links with the PKK. “She was receiving money from the 
terrorist organisation." he alleged, using the official 
terminology for the PKK.. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey’s militaiy commander has 
thanked his Greek counterpart for Athens' help in rescuing 
a downed air force pilot whose plane ditched in the Aegean 
Sea during an exercise, the Anatolia news agency said 
Friday. The message from the chief of staff of Turkey's 
armed forces. General Ismail Hakki Karadayi, to his Greek 
counterpart Admiral Christos Lymbertis. also hoped for 
"future collaboration" between the two countries. The 
crash led to a war of words between the two neighbours 
Wednesday, the Greek Defence Ministry accusing the 
Turkish plane of violating its airspace. Turkey said the F-16 
was on an exercise flight over international waters. The 
pilot ejected to safety and was picked up by a Greek ship. 


Israeli girl, 16, suspected of kidnapping 


Egyptian unions mobilise against legal change 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian professional associations domin- 
ated by Islamists have mobilised to thwart a legal amend- 
ment which they think the government will use to drive the 
Islamists out of office. The amendment, which strengthens 

the role of die judiciary in supervising association elections, 
is at committee stage in parliament and could go before the 
full house next week. “Eruption of anger sweeps profession- 
al associations in protest at conspiracy” said the opposition 
newspaper AI Shaab, which is close to the unrecognised 
Muslim Brotherhood. 


TEL AVIV (R) — A 16-year-old Israeli girl was named by 
police on Friday as the mystery woman who kidnapped the 
daughter of a wealthy diamond merchant for a 52 million 
ransom. A juvenile court on Friday remanded her in 
custody for eight days pending the filing of charges against 
her. The teenager was widely believed to be the youngest 
person ever arrested for kidnapping in IskmI. 1 Fcr .illcuctl 
male accomplice, aged 49, was shot dead by police in Tel 
Aviv on Tuesday hours after the pair abducted the 
19-year-old soldier and later her father as he tried to 
negotiate her release. Diamond merchant Asher Gertler 
freed himself just before the shootout. Daughter Keren' 
Gertler surfaced unharmed in northern Israel, where she 
had been held by the woman accomplice who let her go 
after failing to hear from the other kidnapper. 


Iranian ambassador claims 
militants will oust Clinton 


TOKYO (R) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amt Musa 
warned on Friday that the 
Middle East peace process ■ 
was near a “make or break” 
stage as Palestinian-Israeli 
talks remained deadlocked. 

“The peace process is fac- 
ing at this stage major difficu- 
lites. It is almost at the phase 
of make or break.” Mr. Musa 
told a news conference in 
Tokyo. 

He was speaking one day 
after a summit between 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin broke down. 

The two men failed to end 
a deadlock over better secur- 
ity for Israelis and a ban on 
Palestinians entering the Jew- 
ish state. 

They agreed on little more 
than to meet again in a 
week's time, while officials 
tried to resolve these and 
other differences over ex- 


tending self-rule to the occu- 
pied West Bank. 


“Nothing kills the peace 
process more than stagna- 
tion. The stagnation plays 
into the hands of terrorists 
and extremists,” Mr. Musa 
said. 

Mr. Musa, who was to 
leave on Saturday for 
Washington for talks with 
PLO and Israeli officials, said 
his trip depended on progress 
made by the two sides. 

“We will try again in 
Washington and try again 
and again.” he said, adding: 
“At the moment there is still 
hope that the parties will 
stick to their commitments.” 

In Washington. Mr. Musa 
was scheduled to attend a 
meeting on Sunday with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Jhristopher and the foreign 
ministers of Israel and Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Musa said setbacks in 
the implementation of the 
1993 Palestinian-Israeli peace 
pact had left Palestinians very 
frustrated because "they do 
not feel the dividends of 
peace." 


The foreign minister noted 
Palestinian complaints about 
the building of new settle- 
ments in the Palestinian com- 
plaints about the building of 
new settlements in the occu- 
pied territories, a delay in 
redeploying Israeli troops, 
and the' sealing of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since 
Islamic Jihad sucide bombers 
killed 21 Israelis on Jan. 22. 

“If there is no progress on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track, 
we wonder if there will be 
any progress toward the de- 
velopment of a full and com- 
prehensive peace agree- 
ment.” Mr. Musa said. 

On the issue of extending 
the nuclear non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). Mr. Musa 
warned that “all options are 
open” to Egypt if Israel 
shows no sign of accepting 
the 1968 treaty. 

“Israel has a nuclear prog- 
ramme that lies beyond the 
international system, wjth_.no 
international supervision and 
no international link ' what- 


soever,” he said. 

He urged Israel to discuss 
disarmament in the context 
of “building a new regional 
order” in foe Middle East. 

"We ask our neighbour 
Israel to subscribe to the NPT 
as other members of the in- 
ternational community would 
do.” said Mr, Musa. 

Egypt has indicated it may 
not renew its NPT adherence 
if Israel does not commit 
itself in principle to joining, 
the treaty. An international 
conference to discuss the 
pact's renewal is scheduled to 
be held in April. 

Arab states believe Israel 
possesses nuclear weapons, 
and strongly object to the fact 
that it has not signed foe 
NPT. Israel has never con- 
firmed whether it has nuclear 
weapons. 


During his Japanese visit, 
Mr. Musa asked Tokyo to 
step up its financial backing 
for the peace process .and also 
pushed, for "greater Japanese 
investment in Egypt. 


Somalis mistook murdered Italian in ‘banana war 


MOGADISHU (R) — An 
Italian journalist murdered 
by Somali gunmen was mis- 
taken by his killers for a 
businessman locked in a feud 
between rival banana export- 
ing companies, Somalis said 
on Friday. 

Marcello Palmisano, 55, a 
cameraman with RAI Italian 
public television, was butch- 
ered as he drove in a convoy 
of cars belonging to a local 
exporter called Somalfruit 
when foe gunmen struck on 
Thursday. 

Accompanying him was re- 
porter Carmen Lasorella, 
who sustained light burns to 
her foot after the car they 
were in caught fire, but she 
managed to flee, leaving Pal- 
misano in a pool of blood. 

Somali residents of Moga- 
dishu say Somalfruit and the 
rival So m ban a company are 
waging a "banana war” for 
control of the lucrative fruit 
export trade from foe anar- 
chic country. 

It was not clear who foe 
Italian businessman was thar 
the gunmen intended to kill. 

Witnesses said the attack 
started when foe gunmen 
drove their cars in front of 
the Somalfruit convoy in a 
street close to foe U.N.- 
controlled airport. 

Two gunmen got out and 
opened fire on Palmisano. 
The car, hit by a rifle gre- 


nade. caught fire. A battle- 
wagon mounted with a 
machinegun and known as a 
“technical” was destroyed 
and two Somali guards were 
killed, witnesses said. 

Ms- Lasorella escaped and 
hid behind a small wall, but . 
Somalis robbed her and 
roughed her up before taking 
her to a postl of the Euro- 
pean Committee for Agri- 
cultural Training in Moga- 
dishu. 

Foreign journalists in 
Mogadishu said Palmisano. a 
fathter of two. and Ms. 
Lasorella were on their first 
nip to Somalia. 

They arrived on Thursday 
to cover the withdrawal of 
United Nations troops from 
the failed two-year mission to 
bring peace and government 
to Somalia, an" operation 
being covered by forces' from 
Italy, foe United States and 
.four other nations. 

Somali witnesses said they 
believed the attack on the 
two vehicles hired by Somal- 
fruit was in revenge for the 
killing of at least three Soma- 
lis in a fi refight near the 
seaport last week in a clash 
between Somalfruit and Som- 
bana gunmen. 

Marines from the United 
States and Italy are expected 
to land at the U.N. base, 
comprised of the airport and 
seaport, in the final stages of 


the evacuation late this 
month or early in March. 

Attack helicopters and 
AC-130 “Spectre" gunsbip 
planes will cover foe ground 
forces in case of attack by the 
Somalis — who on Thursday 
marched in foe streets to 
protest against the arrival of 
U.S. forces. 

Palmisano was the 
third RAI journalist to be 
killed in Mogadishu. 

Reporter Ilaria Alpi and 
cameraman Milan Hrovatin 
were killed by Somali gun- 
men on March 20 last year 
outside the Italian embassy. 

Five other foreign journal- 
ists. three from Reuters, have 
been killed in Mogadishu 
since December 1992. 

The banana industry has 
played a colourful but vola- 
tile role in Somalia's history. 

Italian fascist dictator Be- 
nito Mussolini first boosted 
fruit exports to his own coun- 
try when Somalia was under 
Rome's colonial rule. 

Italians continued to have 
a great deal of influence over 
the business after independ- 
ence and through the brutal 
rule of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre until he was over- 
thrown in January 1991. 

Somalia then spiralled into 
chaos. Late last year the U.S. 
fruit company Dole tried to 
get involved in foe industry 
and despite being given sup- 


port by foe United Nations 
and united States, existing 
competitors resisted. 


Italy’s Foreign Ministry on 
Friday advised its voluntary 
aid organisations in Somalia 
in withdraw their workers fol- 
lowing foe murder of the 
Italian television cameraman. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
man Mauitdo Moreno told 
state television that some 50 
Italian aid workers in Soma- 
lia “were being exposed to 
unacceptable risks." 

Kofi 1 . Annan, U.N. under 
secretary-general for 
peacekeeping operations, en- 
ded a three-day farewell visit 
to Mogadishu on Friday, 
saying much of what the Un- 
ited Nations had achieved In 
its two-year mission to Soma- 
lia remained vulnerable to 
conflict. 

"The future of the country 
is still in foe balance," he told 
reporters, making another of 
a stream of U.N. appeals to 
Somali leaders to reconcile 
and establish a broad-based 
government. 

"UNOSOM (U.N. opera- 
tion in Somalia) played a 
tango without a partner in 
Somalia.” Mr. Arman said 
before flying to Nairobi. 

He said he hoped the pull- 
out would be a wake-up call 
to the leaders and people of 
Somalia. 
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Egypt: Peace talks near ‘make or break’ stage 




Archaeologist defends Alexan 
claim, says just wait and see 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Greek 
archaeologist has told experts 
she found foe entrance to 
Alexander the Great's burial 
chamber but had to stop ex- 
cavating until March when 
water is cleared from the 
area. 

"Soon Alexander will be in 
front of us and those who 
don’t believe it will see for 
themselves," Liana Souvalt- 
zi, 47, told a panel of sceptic- 
al Egyptian experts here late 
Thursday. 

“The tomb we discovered 
belongs to Alexander the 
Great arid nobody else,” she 
said, describing it as “the 
greatest archaeologist discov- 
ery of the last part of foe 
century. 

"I am sure we will find the 
body or what is left of it," she 
added. 

“You should wait," Ali 
Hassan, an official with foe 
Egyptian antiquities orga- 
nisation, cautioned her, 
asking for a "complete report 
with photos and every de- 
tail." 


But underground water to 
blocked further research imrjr 
the beginning of 
when the water will’ be 
cleared, she said. ... Tu 
At the same site, she faund 
Greek inscriptions, including, 
one that was 1.6 metres-lqqg : 
and dating from the “erS'of 
“Ptolemy I and mentitimag. 
the names of Alexander and 
Ammon-Ra.” ' 

Several of the two dozen- 
experts who will travel to &£ 
site in the next week ch& 


Jenged her work: 
-S&pivaltzi found six .only; 
Greek letters in' Alexanders [ 
•name as the others were mis-; 

sin ?' „ . . .V 

A Greek scientific missiotf. 
said Alexander's name was,- 
not found in foe inscriptions- 
which were from the much? 
later, Roman period rather: 
than the Hellenistic era- y 


The inscription which Ms/ 
Souvaltzi is focusing on dates 
from 290-284 B.C. and refecr 
to the burial of a "a body: 
lighter than a shield" whiefei 
she says proves that Alexan- 
der was mummified after I asT- 
death in Babylon in 323 B.C£ 

The name of Emperor Ttsf* - 
jan, who lived more than 100& 
years after Christ, is marked?, 
there in smaller letters and?T, 
refers to his visit, she saidS. 

But she said it was only?^ 
second inscription referring^ 
to offerings- from Nerva andT 
Trajan to Zeus which area- 
actual ly Roman, from 108£- 
115 A D - 

Ms. Souvaltzi said this* 
second inscription indicatest: 
Alexander was poisoned. 

Several experts challeiieM 
this. 

“I am absolutely not co gfe 
vinced. That has nothing 
do with Alexander.” Moust#^ 
fa AI Abadi, a professor 
Epigraphy, told AFP. 

“It is in fact one and -tnif: 
same inscription that shefial*; 
separated,” he added. 
said it was an “interesting 
discovery, perhaps a templefl 
with some tombs.” ' J -. s ja ;- 

Ms. Souvaltzi’s husbandl| 
helped her to decipher tbfp 
transcribed inscriptions, b eifc 
cause she had forgotten bq||j 
glasses. 


Ms. Souvaltzi replied she 
had been ignored by the 
organisation while “we find 
new evidence every year." 

The site she has been ex- 
cavating since 1989 at AJ 
Maraki. in foe Siwa oasis 750 
kilometres west of Cairo, 
contains “the largest 
Macedonian tomb which ex- 
ists,” which is 51 metres long. 

The tomb, which is made 
up of three chambers with a 
central corridor 35 metres 
long and a 10.25 metre 
facade, has signs that are 
’’typical of Greek 
architecture." 

These include lions, motifs 
“with a few keeping foe blue 
colour that one finds in 
Macedonian tombs" as well 
as the “emblem of Alexan- 
der, a star with eight points," 
she said. 

Further to the south foe 
archaeologist said she found 
a structure “with the entr- 
ance to a crypt which leads to 
foe funeral chamber of Alex- 
ander the Great." The re- 
mains of offerings were found 
at the ’entrance. 
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Over 17,000 families aided 
by Zakat Fund in 1994 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Zakat (alms) Fund last year 
gave JD 125,000 in the form 
of emergency assistance to 
needy families throughout 
Jordan, according to the 
fund's Director General 
Abdullah Rashid A1 Shobaki. 

v 

He said the above amount 
was used to pay for education 
fees of poor students, and 
cover medical treatment ex- 
penses and surgeries per- 
formed on poor people who 
could not afford to pay those 
fees. Mr. Shobaki noted that 
die fund last year collected 
JD 1 million in alms from 
donors, rich families and in- 
dividuals. 

The amount was spent on 
monthly salaries to 4,800 
families all over the country. 
Each of these families re- 
ceived a monthly aid ranging 
between JD 10 and JD 30, he 
said. However, he added, on 
the occasion of Ramadan, the 
fund decided to give each 
beneficiary family an extra 
amount of JD 10. 

Mr. Shobaki said the zakat 
committees, which total 150 
altogether, collected over JD 
2 million last year, an amount 


paid as monthly income to 
some 6,000 poor families, in 
addition to emergency assist- 
ance to 7.000 families more. 

In its quest to help families 
and enable them cam their 
living, the fund has reached 
an agreement with Queen 
Alia Fund for social develop- 
ment (QAF), under which 
the Zakat fund will finance 
four income-generating pro- 
jects designed 10 help poor 
families support themselves. 

QAF will provide adminis- 
trative support to the pro- 
jects, including training, re- 
habilitation and follow up 
activities for one year. The 
projects include a JD 50,000 
project for rearing Syrian 
goats, benefitting 40 families, 
a JD 9,000 bee-keeping pro- 
ject. benefitting 10 families, a 
JD 10,000 sewing project, be- 
nefitting 10 families and a JD 
3,000 trico project, benefit- 
ting five families. 

The fund was established 
in 1978 to help the poor and 
needy families and qualify 
them to depend on them- 
selves by creating income- 
generating projects. It has 15 
branches in various parts of 
the Kingdom. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles the Khasawneh family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday 
delegated Irbid Governor Fayez A1 Abbadi to convey his 
condolences to the Khasawneh family over the death of 
Mohammad A1 Haj Abdullah A1 Khasawneh. former 
member of the Lower House of Parliament, who passed 
away Thursday. Speaker and members of the Lower House 
have also expressed sadness over the passing of their 
former colleague from the north. 

Lower House reviews law amendment 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament 
Saturday reviews the endorsement by the Lower House of 
the Upper House of Parliament's amendment of the 
revised law on. government court cases for the year 1994. 
The House will refer to its competent committee the 
revised law on insurance control, which was approved by 
the Lower House. A Lower House's committee in charge 
of studying the Royal Jordanian (RJ) situation will also 
meet todav under the chairmanship of Lower House 
member Munir Sobar to discuss Rj's final report. On 
Sunday the Lower House will convene to listen to the 
government's answers to a number of queries raised by 
some deputies about issues of common interest. The 
House will also listen to the government’s replies to a 
number of proposals made by House members about 
services offered to the pub/jc. The House will -also discuss 
the Financial . .-Qommi rieejs decision on The Audit Bureau 
reports for the years l#jg,iand 1993. . ' . 

JNRCS assembly holds annual meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan National Red Crescent Socie- 
ty's (JNRCS) General Assembly holds its annual meeting 
here today Saturday to discuss the 1994 report of the 
National Red Crescent Society's president and the adminis- 
trative and financial reports. The assembly will also discuss 
means of upgrading the level of services offered by the 
various Red Crescent societies. 

Media campaign about cancer launched 

AMMAN (Petra) — Early diagnosis of cancer through 
periodic examination is the most important way to detect 
cancer. This is the theme of a media campaign meant to 
raise awareness about cancer, launched recently by the 
Jordanian Anti-Cancer Sociaty as pan of the society’s 
col rural committee activities. The campaign will, use 
slogans like: “Cancer is curable and patients can be fully 
cured,” “Smoking is one of the major causes of the throat 
and lung cancer," Breastfeeding protects mothers from 
breast cancer,” “Natural food protects from cancer” and 
“Overexposure to sun rays is one of the most important 
causes of skin cancer.” 


Jordan, Lebanon agree on truck fees 

AMMAN (Petra) — With effect from Feb. 6 Jordan 
stopped collecting JD SO fees from all Lebanese trucks and 
refrigerator trucks crossing into the country, as did 
Lebanon, which used to collect 250,000 Lebanese pounds 
from each Jordanian truck and refrigerator trucks entering 
Lebanese territory.-. The decision was taken in implement^ 
tion of a Cabinet derision passed recently. The derision 
applies to any other country which reciprocates the 
Jordanian government's initiative. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 

and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 

die listed dine and place with the concerned’ institutions. 

PLAYS 

* play (in Arabic) entitled “Ahlan Tatbi’” (What a 
Nor malisa tion) by NabD and EGsham at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 9:00 p.m. 

tfr Play (in Arabic) entitled “Ye Who Are Hearing” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 9:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Exhibition of paintings under glass entitled “Oriental 
Roots” by Fatlha Rahou at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ “Young America” exhibit (with photographs featuring 
Americans of all ages) at the American Center. 

Hr Exhibition of works by Qasim A1 Samir at the Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery. 

it Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. Also 
showing another exhibition of Arabic Calligraphy. 

if Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist Amin A1 
RmIm at Darat A1 Fnnnn. Also showing another exhibi- 
tion entitled “Phase 13-Doors and Windows” by Jorda- 
nian artist Ghada Dahdalefa awd works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

☆ Educational works depicting the life of “Voltaire” at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

tSr Exhibition of works by Hala Mahayni at the Petra 
International Hotel in Aqaba. 


Jordan, Israel sign accords 
on border, security, tourism 


By P.V. Vivekan&nd 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

BAQOURA — Jordan and 
Israel on Thursday signed 
agreements on bilateral 
cooperation in border and 
security affairs, tourism 
and crossing points, in line 
with the peace treaty the 
two countries signed on 
Oct. 26. 

The accords are the first 
in nine months since the 
two countries ratified the 
peace accord which calls 
for 24 distinct agreements 
on cooperation in various 
sectors, from trade and 
energy to transport and en- 
vironment. 

The agreements signed 
and exchanged on Thurs- 
day represent the accords 
that the two countries were 
supposed to have con- 
cluded in three months af- 
ter the ratification of the 
treaty. Other accords are 
classified as those sche- 
duled to be signed in six 
and nine months respec- 
tively from the date of rati- 
fication. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Israeli 'Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin ex- 
changed the instruments of 
ratification of the treaty in 
a ceremony held in the 
nonhem Israeli town of 
Tiberias on Nov. 10. 

In a brief ceremony held 
on the Israeli side of the 
nonhem frontier, near the 
confluence of the Jordan 
and Yarmouk Rivers on 
Thursday, Eliakim Rubin- 
stein and Hani A1 Mulki, 
who co-chair a committee 
following up the imple- 
mentation of the peace 
treaty, reaffirmed their 
countries' commitment to 
peaceful coexistence and 
close cooperation. 

The ceremony, attended 
by more than 200 residents 
from the nearby Israeli set- 
tlement of Ashdod Yacov. 
including dozens of chil- 


dren waving the Jordanian 
and Israeli flags, was held 
shortly before the Israeli 
army formally handed over 
an 830-dunum plot of land 
to Jordan. 

Mr. Rubinstein de- 
scribed the accords as 
“milestones" in Jordanian- 
Israeli relations and ex- 
pressed confidence that the 
two sides would soon con- 
clude other agreements as 
called for in the peace trea- 
ty- s 

“For the first time, the 
two countries have recog- 
nised international bor- 
ders,” said Mr. Rubinstein, 
who was also closely in- 
olved in negotiations thtft 
led to the peace treaty. 

He noted that Jordan 
and Israel were continuing 
negotiations on other 
agreements while the lead- 
erships of the two countries 
were slowly consolidating 
their relations. Mr. Rubin- 
stein implicitly referred to 
the visits of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to Jordan in 
December, of Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 'to 
Aqaba this month {for a 
meeting with the Omani 
foreign minister) and noted 
that the Jordanian foreign 
minister would be visiting 
Israel soon. 

The Israeli foreign minis- 
try official also hailed the 
recent visit -of nearly 30 
members of the Israeli par- 
liament as guests of King 
Hussein. 

Mr. Mulki. president of 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and secretary- 
general of the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology, described the 
day as “blessed” and a 
“watershed" in Jordanian- 
Israeli relations. 

“In peace there are no 
losers,” said Dr. Mulki. 
adding that the agreements 
— being signed and negoti- 
ated would further advance 
the quest towards stream- 


lining the newfound ties 
between the two countries 
and improving the living 
standards of the people. 

Dr. Mulki said Jordan 
was also working on enact- 
ing the necessary legislative 
changes that would "remove 
elements in Jordanian laws 
that are incompatible with 
the state of peace with 
Israel. 

“We have both accom- 
plished what is required cf 
us at this stage.” said Dr. 
Mulki, expressing hope 
that the agreements being 
negotiated would ensure 
fairness and justice as well 
as practicality in realising 
the hopes of people. 

The agreement on bor- 
ders and security was 
signed by Major-General 
Tahsin Shurdom, assistant 
to the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and Maj.- 
Gen. Uzi Dayan of Israel. 

The accord on eoope ra- 
tion in tourism was signed 
by Ghassan Mifleh. 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Tourism, and 
his Israeli counterpart Eli 
Gonen. The agreement will 
be formally signed by the 
respective ministers of the 
two countries at 2 later 
stage. 

The agreement on cros- 
sing points was exchanged 
by " Brigadier Mohammad 
Tarazi, head of rhe Jorda- 
nian side to the committee 
on that subject, and his 
Israeli counterpart Eli Zief. 

Attending the ceremony 
were Ibrahim Badran. a 
senior Jordanian nego- 
tiator, Marwan Muasher. 
who is expected to take 
office soon as Jordan's first 
ambassador to Israel. 
Basam Awadallah, an advi- 
sor at the Prime Ministry 
and a member of the com- 
mittee supervising the im- 
plementation of the peace 
treaty, senior army officers 
and officials from Irbid 
Govemorate. 



FRIDAY PRAYERS: His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan attended Friday 
prayers at the Zarqa military' camp's 
mosque and listened to the sermon which 
was delivered by the Public Security- 
Department's 1 PSD) Mufti Mahmoud A1 
jBakhit. The mufti reviewed the great 
1 meanings of prayers, fasting, zakat and 


pilgrimage (Haj). He said zakat (alms . 
plays an effective role in enhancing socia 
solidarity and fostering the spirit 0 " 
brotherhood and unity among the Mus- 
lims. Attending the prayers were Minister* 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul. 
Salam A1 Abbadi, the governor of ZarqL 
and other government officials. 



Workshop suggests new approach 
to biodiversity conservation in area 


AMMAN (J.T.) ~ Repre- 
sentatives. of .nayioa^l Z agri- 
cultural reserach program- 
mes from Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Iraq. Turkey and 
Palestine, meeting last week 
in Amman, concluded that a 
common approach is needed 
•to ensure the conservation of 
the region’s endangered 
biodiversity. 

The delegates attended a 
workshop on drylands biodiv- 
ersity through natural re- 
sources management at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel. 
Sponsored by the United Na- 
tions Environment Program- 
me (UNEP), the workshop 
also included participants 


from' mtemationar and non- 
governmental organisations. ■ 
tn a statement issued 
Thursday at the end of the 
workshop, participants said 
“the Fertile Crescent is one 
of the Earth's richest sources 
of genetic diversity of crops 
— such as wheat — that now 
feed the entire world. The 
scientific community 
throughout the region must 
work together to find econo- 
mic . alternative to resource 
abuse, such as overgrazing 
and habitat destruction. We 
owe it to the land users, the 
stewards of our nation's soil, 
to preserve the crop, land, 
races and native domesti- 


cated breeds.” % 

The workshop, organised 
by the Internationa! Centre 
for Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas (ICARDA). 
the International Plant Gene- 
tic Resources Institute 
(IPGRI) and the Arab Cen- 
tre for the Study of Arid 
Lands (ACSAL) was the 
second in a series of meetings 
designed to maximise the 
sharing of information and 
research findings among sci- 
entists involved in biodiversi- 
ty conservation efforts in the 
area. Farmers and other land 
users will be participants in 
future workshops. 


Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdul Karim 
Ai Kabariti Thursday confers with Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Sahaf (cen- 


tre) in the presence of the Iraqi ambassa-: 
dor to Amman (left) Ibrahim Noori Weis 
(Petra photo) 


Kabariti says Jordan backs 
peace based on U.N. resolutions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Abd^ 
Karim Al .'Kabariti, was. 
quoted by a Cain? weekly as 
saying Thursday that Jordan 
would strongly back Syria's 
bid to regain its occupied 
territory. 

Jordan’s stand remains un- 
changed in this regard and is 
no different from its sus- 
tained position since 1967. 
said Mr. Kabariti in his state- 
mem to Al Musawer maga- 
zine. 

Jordan will also continue to 
back Lebanon's stand and 
continue to demand the full 
implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
425. added the minister. 

Mr. Kabariti. who was 


obviously referring to the 
Arflttlsrjidi-WiiDit meetings 
held recently in Cairo, said 
that- Jordan opposes a - policy • 
of alliances orpolarisatioh'in*-' 
the Arab World as such a 
policy had led to strained 
Arab relations in the past. 

Jordan, which is a basic 
partner in the Middle East 
peace process, attended the 
Arab-Israeli summit in Cairo 
in response to an invitation 
by Egypt, on rhe one hand, 
and to back Cairo's efforts to 
achieve progress along the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
with a view to achieving a 
comprehensive peace, on the 
other, said the minister. 

On the status of Jerusalem. 
Mr. Kabariti said that the 


summit decided to postpone 
any discussion of the status ofi: 
tfie city and "the settlements 
until- .-the final phase of ther. 
Isweli-.Bahrstinian negoria-. 
tions. 

But he added that the set- 
tlement programmes are. 
bound to escalate tension in 
the region, something which 
all concerned parties are 
trying to avoid. 

Also on Thursday. Mr. 
Kabariti met in his office with 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sjahhaf. 

They reviewed develop- 
ments on the Arab and inter- 
national scenes and rhe topics 
on rhe agenda of the coming 
Arab League Council's meet- 
ing. 


Talks to seek further promoting of Jordanian- Australian trade ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Joint 
Jordanian-Australian Trade 
Committee is due to open a 
two-day meeting in Amman 
on Feb. 18 and 19 to explore 
further scopes of promoting 
Jordanian-Australian trade, 
according to government and 
Australian embassy sources 
Friday. 

The sources said that the 
committee was expected to 
discuss adjusting the balance 
of trade between Jordan and 
Australia which is heavily in 
favour of the latter. 

Australia sells Jordan a 
range of goods which include 
mainly livestock, meat, rice 
and dairy products, estimated 
last year at $60 million, and 
buys Jordanian phosphate 
and fertilisers, estimated last 
year at $10 million. . 

The committee's meeting 
comes dose on the heels of 
an agreement signed Thurs- 
day in Amman for the open- 
ing of a regional office for the 
Australian Meat and Lives- 
tock Co ipo ration (AMLC). 

The office, located in Jabal 


Amman, is entrusted with the 
task of promoting the sale of 
Australian livestock and 
meat to Jordan and other 
countries in the Middle East 
region, said the sources. 

Nearly SO per cent of -the 
meat in the local markets 
comes from Australia which 
this year is expected to sell 
Jordan 650,000 heads of 
sheep, up from 500,00*3 in 
1994, said the sources. 

Australian Ambassador to 
Jordan Jonathan Sheppard, 
who signed the agreement for 
the opening of the regional 
office with Foreign Ministry 
Secretary General Naye’f 
Hadid, said in a statement at 
the signing ceremony that the 
agreement aims at further 
promoting economic ties be- 
tween Australia and Jordan, 
noting that the AMLC is the 
official Australian organisa- ■ 
tion that regulates the sale of 
meat and livestock to various 
nations. 

The AMLC has chosen 
Jordan to locate its regional 


office in view of the strong 
relations between the two 
countries and because of the 
central location of Jordan in 
the region, said the ambassa- 
dor. 

He said Jordan's economy 
is undergoing rapid develop- 
ment and the country’s in- 
frastructure is solid while the 
Kingdom is on the threshold 
of prosperity following the 
signing of the Jordan-Israel 
peace “treaty. 

Richard Martin. AMLC 
regional director, said that 
the decision to open the 
office in Amman came as a 
result of the corporation's 
study of the situation in the 
region and the good pros- 
pects for the corporation’s 
trade through Jordan. 

He said the office would 
conduct coordination of trade 
between Jordanian importers 
of Australian products and 
would provide technical 
advice and expertise 10 the 
Kingdom concerning lives- 
tock trade. 



Foreign Ministry Secretary Genera! 
Nayel Hadid (second right) and Austra- 
lian Ambassador to Jordan Jonathan 
Sheppard (second left) Thursday sign an 


agreement for the opening of a regioncl 
office for the Australian Meat and Lives- 
tock Corporation (Petra photo) 


Friends of Archaeology elects 
new administrative committee 


By Samaa Abn Sharar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Friends of Archaeology 
(FOA) society last week 
elected a new administrative 
committee and awarded Gha- 
zi Saudi its 1995 award for 
merit, service and achieve- 
ment. 

The annual meeting discus- 
sed the society’s activities and 
approved its financial report 
for last year. 

The society’s new adminis- 
trative committee includes 


Rami Khouri (president). 
Dr. Kheir Yassin (vice presi- 
dent), Rana Naber (secret- 
ary), Raouf Dabbas (treasur- 
er), Ghazi Saudi. Paula 
Williams-Brown, Maysoon 
Younis. Leen Fakhouri and 
Ruba Kanaan, members. 

Mr. Saudi who got the 
award is. a long-time mem- 
ber and former president of 
the FOA; he was awarded for 
his activism and leadership in 
advocating the preservation 
of Jordan’s historical and 
natural heritage. 

The meeting concluded 


ml 


announcement of 
this year's winners of the 
photography contest which 
was sponsored by the society 
and held for the second con- 
secutive year. 

The FOA is a non-profit 
organisation that aims 2 t pre- 
serving the archaeological 
sites and the heritage of Jor- 
dan. It sponsors lectures, 
courses and trips to areas of 
archaeological importance in 
Jordan and other countries. 
The society is based in Am- 
man and has branches in Salt. 
Karak, Mu'ta, the southern 
Ghor and Al Qurah. 


Alleged bombing leader caught 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Babar, the interior 
minister, said Mr. Yousef ar- 
rived in Pakistan on Sunday 
from Bangkok, Thailand. 

But the News, without cit- 
ing sources, said Mr. Yousef 
had fled to Pakistan after the 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing and was believed 10 have 
spent the entire period in 
various Pakistani cities. Tt 
said authorities tracked. him 
down with the aid of his 
phone book, which he mis- 
takenly left beind in New 
Jersey. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment is considering paying up 
to $2 million to a man who 


betrayed Mr. Yousef, U.S. 
official said Thursday. 

In a graphic account of Mr. 
Yousefs arrest, the officials 
said U.S. agents in Pakistan 
had just two hours to join 
Pakistani police in seizing 
Mr. Yousef before he left the 
country by bus. 

U.S. government officials, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the infor- 
mant had claimed an adver- 
tised $2 million reward and 
the State Department's di- 
plomatic security division 
was expected to nominate 
him for it. 

The official would not say 
if the reward would total the 
full S2 million, but one said: 


"This is a big one,” the big- 
gests publicly acknowledged 
reward in a previous similar 
case was $750,000. 

Under the State Depart- 
ment’s rewards programme, 
bounties can go up to S4 
million in cases involving civil 
aircraft. 

The officials refused to 
identify the informant or re- 
veal his nationality, although 
one remarked: "This guy is 
no choirboy.” 

According to unnamed 
U.S. officials quoted by the 
New York Times, the infor- 
mant may have been moti- , 
vated by the reward. 

The informant walked into 
the American embassy in 
. Islamabad last week and pro- 
vided information chat led to 
Mr. Yousefs capture. 


■\ 
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World News 


Subcommandante Marcos’ identity revealed 

Mexico president orders arrest 


of Chiapas rebel leader, others 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
President Ernesto Zedillo 
ordered the arrest of Sub- 
commandante Marcos and 


other leaders of last year’s 

rsday. a 


Indian rebellion Thursday, a 
day after federal agents unco- 
vered what he called major 
weapons caches and plans for 
“new and greater acts of vio- 
lence" across Mexico. 

The surprise announce- 
ment marked a complete tur- 
nabout from the govern- 
ment's attempts to appease 
the guerrillas and persuade 
them to lay down their arms 
by promising to help the poor 
and clean up the country's 
elections. 

The insurrection embarras- 
sed the government on the 
very day that Mexico, Cana- 
da and the United States 
launched the North Amer- 
ican Free Trade Agreement, 
and persistent doubts among 
investors about the govern- 
ment’s ability to end the re- 
bellion contributed to Mex- 
ico's current economic crisis. 

In a surprise address on 
nationwide TV, Mr. Zedillo 
said Federal Judicial Police 
Wednesday discovered large, 
clandestine arsenals kept by 
the Zapatista National Li- 
beration Army rebels in Mex- 
ico city and the Gulf coast 
state of Veracruz. 

The caches included high- 
powered weapons such as 
hand grenades, mortar 
rounds and explosives, he 
said. 

Federal agents also unco- 
vered a conspiracy for wide- 
spread violence by the rebels, 
Mr. Zedillo said. 


Marcos, the ski-masked re- 
bel leader and spokesman, 
and five other rebel leaders 
had been identified, he said. 
Arrest warrants were issued 
for them and seven others on 
charges including sedition, 
treason, terrorism and pos- 
sessing military weapons ban- 
ned for civilian use. 

Mr. Zedillo said the army 
will help Federal Judicial 
Police make the arrests. He 
also ordered the army to in- 
crase patrols and help main- 
tain order in the southern 
state of Chiapas, where the 
warrants were issued and 
where the Indian rebellion 
erupted on Jan. 1. 1994. 

At last 145 people were 
killed in last year's uprising 
until a ceasefire was called 
after 12 days. Several 
attempts at negotiating peace 
with the rebels have floun- 
dered, but the ceasefire has 
remained in effect. 

Attorney General Jose 
Antonio Lozano Gracias said 
one rebel chief was arrested 
Thursday in Mexico City, and 
seven people accused of con- 
spiring with the rebels were 
arrested in Veracruz. The 13 
arrest warrants were issued in 
Tuxtla Gutierrez, the 
Chiapas state capital. 

Under the ceasefire, the 
government hadn’t actively 
sought to capture Marcos, 
who attended peace talks 
with Interior Minister Este- 
ban Moctezuma as recently 
as Jan. 15. Details of the 
talks, held near the guerrillas' 
stronghold in the Lacondon 


tistas had rejected a number 
of attempts to reach a peace 
accord by his administration 
— some even before he took 
office Dec. 1. 

While the government as 
striving to negotiate peace, 
the Zapatistas “were prepar- 
ing new and greater acts of 
violence, not only in Chiapas, 
but in other places in the 
country." Mr.Zcdillo said. 


Alfonso Guillen Guillen, is a 
businessmen. 

Notimex, citing family 
sources who insisted on 
anonymity, described him as 
being in his early 30s and said 
he had studied communica- 
tions in Jesuit-run schools. 


The Zapatistas launched 
their New Year’s rebellion to 
demand better living condi- 
tions and respect for human 
rights for Maya-descended 
Indians in Chiapas and for 
poor Mexicans nationwide. 

But Mr. Zedillo called 
them the leftovers “of a guer- 
rilla group formed in 1969 in 
another state called the 
National Liberation Forces, 
which advocated seizing pow- 
er through armed force." 

National Liberation, a lef- 
tist guerrilla group, was ac- 
tive in the northern state of 
Nuevo Leon and in southern 
Guerrero state at the time, 
but was crushed by the army. 

Mr. Zedillo said Marcos' 
real name is Rafael Sebastian 
Guillen Vicente, but gave no 
other information about him. 


Mr. Zedillo identified the 
other leaders only as Fernan- 
do Yaffez, Alias Subcom- 
mandante German; Jorge 
Javier Eiorreaga Berdegue. 
alias Subcommandante 


Vicente; Jorae Santiago San- 
tiago, and Silvia Fernandez 


nago, 

Hernandez. Alias Subcom- 
mandante Sofia or Gabriela. 

Ms. Fernandez Hernandez 
was the one arrested in Mex- 
ico City, the attorney geneal 
said. 


No background on any of 
the rebel leaders name was 
immediately available. 

The president announced 
he would call a special session 
of Congress on the conflict in 
Chiapas. He said he was sub- 
mitting legislation to grant 
amnesty to Zapatistas who 
surr ended their weapons and 
joined the nation’s political 
mainstream. 


jungle, weren't released. 
Mr. 


Zedillo said the Zapa- 


The enigmatic, green-eyed 
rebel leader had captured the 
nation's imagination with his 
articulate defence of the re- 
bels’ cause. He was the sub- 
ject of intense speculation 
over his real identity. 

The Mexican News Agen- 
cy, Notimex, said he is from 
Tampico, in northeastern 
Tamautipas state, the son of a 
well-off family. His father. 


Mr. Zedillo had welcomed 
a proposal Jan. 31 by the 
rebels to turn their move- 
ment into a national political 
party. But the rebels later 
announced they would not 
disarm. 

All this “shows that far 
from preparing for a dialogue 
and negotiation, the (rebel) 
strategy was to gain time to 
arm and extend themselves to 
prepetrate more acts of vio- 
lence," Mr. Zedillo said. 



A Colombian man uses a torch to cut steel collapsed when an earthquake measuring 6-4 
support rods in a concrete wall as resaw on the Richter Scde hit Pereira and the 
workers search for victims of possible suit!- surrounding region. The death toll now stands 
vors in the wreckage of a bunding that at 38 and is expected to climb (AFP photo) 


Colombia quake toll expected to rise 


PEREIRA, Colombia (AP) 
— Tragedy and hope 
emerged side-by-side from 
the rubble of an apartment 
building destroyed a day ear- 
lier in an earthquake. 

Carmen Zamorano spent 
22 hours trapped in the flat- 
tened building, waiting for 
her rescuers. They were close 
enough to touch her. squeeze 
her hand and given her a shot 
for the pain. 

Then she died. 

“I have painful news for 
the nation,” announced a re- 
porter Thursday for a nation- 
al radio station which had 
tracked efforts to rescue the 
22-year-old maid. “Carmen 
Zamorano is gone." 

She was the 38th known 


fatality from the quake that 
>ia we 


hit Colombia Wednesday 
afternoon, and officials said 
the death toll was likely lo 
rise. 

More than a dozen bodies 
may be buried in the five- 
story apartment building 
where Miss Zamorano died. 

Hours after Miss Zamor- 
ano died, her employer, who 
had been trapped near her, 
was pulled from the wreck- 
age. 

“God gave me his hand. 


Thank God. Thank God,” 
moaned Mercedes Coronado 
as she was loaded onto an 
ambulance. 

The quake, which had a 
preliminary magnitude of 
6.5. was centred about 280 
kilometres west of Bogota, or 
120 kilometres (75 miles) 
west of pereira. the hardest 
hit city. 

Authorities said 26 people 
were confirmed dead in- 
Pereira. located in Col- 
ombia's coffee-growing re- 
gion 160 kilometres (100 
miles) west of Bogota, 
another 12 people were killed 
in other parts of western Col- 
ombia. More than 230 people 
were injured, the National 
Disaster Office said. 

President Emesto Samper 
arrived in Pereira Thursday 
with other senior officials to 
examine rescue operations 
and help the region recover 
from the disaster. 

Rescuers using search dogs 
dug through collapsed build- 
ings. looking for survivors. 
For some, the desperate 
effort was too late. 

As Red Cross workers 
tried to reach Miss Zamorano 
and Mrs. Coronado, children 
who apparently survived the 


earthquake elsewhere in the 
building were given up for 
dead. 

“We heard children’s 
voices in another part of the 
building early on in the res- 
cue, but haven't heart any 
signs of life from there for 
many hours,’ said Maj. 
Ramon Sosa, fire chief of this 
city of 700,000. 

After dawn Thursday, 
there wasn't anyone digging 
in the area where the voices 
were heard. All efforts were 
focused on where the living 
were known to be buried. 

Rescuers put clothing of 
those buried, if it was avail- 
able, in front of the noses of 
the search dogs to enable 
them to help find the victims. 

Searchers found Mr. 
Zamorano hours before she 
died. Reaching through the 
rubble, they gave her an 
anesthetic by injection and an 
IV solution and pumped in 
oxygen by hoses. 

“We were all very sad to 
lose her at the last minute." 
keid firefighter German 
■aranjo. sitting exhausted 
pith a dozen other firemen in 
the shade of a tree. “But we 
saved the other woman which 
raised everyone’s spirits. 


Seoul urges North to accept its reactors 


SEOUL |R) — Deputy 
Prime Minister Kim Deok 
said Friday that South Korea 
would not provide financial 
support to implement a land- 
mark agreement overhauling 
North Korea's nuclear prog- 
ramme if the North refused 
to accept its model of reactor. 

“If North Korea doesn’t 
want South Korean-model 
reactors, we will have to re- 
fuse to pay our share of finan- 
cial support for the construc- 
tion of light-water reactors 
(in the North), Mr. Kim told 
senior local journalists in 
Seoul. 

The United States, South 
Korca'and Japan are heading 
an international consortium 
to supply North Korea with 
new nuclear reactors under 
an agreement reached be- 
tween Pyongyang and 


Washington in Geneva last 
October. 

To resolve a crisis over 
Pyongyang’s suspected de- 
velopment of nuclear arms. 
Washington pledged to re- 
place North Korea’s graphite 
nuclear reactors with light- 
water models from which 


rcapons-grade plutonium is 
ardcr to 


wea 
h 


extract. 

Pyongyang agreed in 
Geneva to freeze its nuclear 
programme in return for the 
new reactors and steps to- 
wards- diplomatic recognition 
by the United States. 

'Washington has said the 
reactors must be of the type 
used in South Korea as Seoul 
has agreed to bear the brunt 
of the cost. North Korea has 
refused to accept the provi- 
sion despite months of discus- 
sions. 


“For a smooth construc- 
tion of light-water reactors, 
our people, materials and in- 
formation must be brought to 
the North” Mr. Kim said. 

He said the South would 
s£ek to sign an agreement 
with the North on nudear 
energy cooperation before 

the construction. 

Analysts in South Korea 
say the North is against South 
Korean reactors because it 
would be obliged to open its 
doors to hundreds of South 
Korean technicians and en- 
gineers. 

Seoul officials have argued 
that supplying the North with 
its reactors would help the 
process of integration once 
Korean unification — a 
target both governments are 
seeking — is achieved. 


Austria 


joins 

NATO 


partnership 

plan 


BRUSSELS (R) — Austria 
became the 25th country to 
sign up for NATO’S part- 
nership, for peace, plan Fri- 
day. declaring the move was 
a vital ’step in' building peace 
‘and stability in Europe. 

“We see the partnership 
for peace programme as an 
imaginative and significant 
response by the Atlantic 
alliance to the dramatic 
changes in our common inter- 
national environment,” Au- 
strian Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock said as be signed the 
agreement. _ 

But he made it dear that 
Austria would remain neut- 
ral, and ducked the question 
of future membership of the 
organisation. 

“We intend to focus our 
activities primarily on the 
areas of peace keeping, 
search and rescue and huma- 
nitarian operations,” Mr. 
Mock said. 


“By joining the Part- 
nership for Peace. Austria 
becomes a partner of NATO 
fO-memt 


and NATO-member coun- 
tries with which wq have al- 
ways shared the common 
values of freedom and demo- 
cracy, rule of law and market 
economy." Mr. Mock said. 

“What counts for the fu- 
ture is European soliarity and 
European peace." 
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A Se photo dated February 1945 showing 
soldiers and rescue team workers piling up the 
bodies after an allied bombing raid oa the city 
of Dresden. Germany wffl commemorate the 


50th anniversary of the raid that took place in 
the night of Feb. 13 and 14* 1945. Estimates of 
die casualties range from 35,600 to 135,000 
(AFP PHOTO) 


Dresden to mark bombing anniversary 


DRESDEN, Germany 
(AFP) — British bombers 
flattened this eastern Ger- 
man dty m a single night as 
the end of World War II 
neared, and the raid is still a 
matter of controversy 50 
years later. 

The ruins of the Church of 
Our Lady are a stark remin- 
der of the death and destruc- 
tion of Feb. 13 , 1945, with 
between 25,000 and 35,000 
people killed. 

President Roman Herzog 
of Germany and the Duke of 
Kent from Britain and 
attending memorial cere- 
monies here. Also attending 
is the bishop of Coventry, the 
English dty which was 80 per- 
cent destroyed m German air 
attacks in November 1940. 

There were as many 
casualties in other air raids 
elsewhere in Germany, but 
Dresden remains symbolic of 
the German people's suffer- 
ing. Local university histo- 
rian Reiner Marcowitz ex- 
plained: “Dresden is a case 
apart because the whole dty 
was razed in one go, there 
was no military reason for the 
operation, and the end of the 
war was dose.” 

For the allies,*ihe mission 
was a bid to demoralise the 
populace in order to hasten 
die end of the war. “The 
defeat of Germany was no 
longer in doubt, but there 


was still terrible 
Mr. Marcowitz said, 
idea was to cut it short and so 
save the lives of troops.** ‘ 

The same thinking lay be- 
hind the use of the atom 
bomb on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, where - 180,000 
Japanese were tolled. 

“The Allies did not know 
the war would end three 
months later, they were still 
expecting lots of drawn out 
fighting on German soil,” 
said Reiner Pommerin, 
another university lecturer 
here. 

The British and Americans 
additionally did not want to 
be seen lagging behind the 
Soviets, who had just 
mounted a major offensive 
against the Nazis in the east 
and were no more than 120 
irikxnetres (74 miles) from 
Dresden. 

But the raid did not have 
the desired effect of malting 
residents rise up against the 
Nazi regime. Instead, 
just stuck a bit more i 
ly to the daily challenge of 
surviving. 

The morning after, Dres- 
den was like a scene from the 
Apocalypse. Hie historic dty 
centre, a jewel of baroque 
architecture, was nothing but 
smoking ruins. Charred 
bodies littered the streets, 
some of them dinging hel- 
plessly to the fountains. 


They had been trapped in a 
massive fireball several 
kilometres across, unleashed 
by an armada of more than 
750 Lancaster bombers in 
two strikes at 11.03 p.m. and 
1.23 a.m. At midday, 310 
American bombers took it in 
turns to hit other districts. 

“Those who did not leave 
their cellars died burnt or 
suffocated, those who left too 
late died in die streets in the 
intense heat,” remembers 
Goetz Bergander, 67, now a 
historian, who lived through 
the bombardment. 

Dresden's population of 

700.000 bad teen swollen at 
the time by an influx of re- 
fugees fleeing the Soviet adv- 
ance. It has never been dear 
how many there were. That 
rave rise in later years during 
Communist rule m East Ger- 
many to daims that the death 
toll had been between 

200.000 and 400,000. It was a 
handy stick with which to 
teat- the British and Amer- 
icans during the cold war, 
while overlooking Soviet 
atrocities. 

The generally accepted fi- 
gure of 25,000 to 35,000 is 
based on documentation 
historians were able to study 
after the fall of communism, 
including funeral parlour reg- 
isters, and the number of 
bodies still being unearthed 
in the ruins into the 1950s. 


Quayle drops out of presidential race 


WASHINGTON (R) — For- 
mer Vice President Dan 
Quayle stunned the U.S. 
political world by dropping 
out of the race for the 1996 
Republican presidential 
nomination, saying be did not 
want to disrupt his family. 

“We were convinced that a 
winning campaign could have 
been accomplished and the 
necessary funds could have 
been raised,” Mr. Quayle, 
48, said in a four-paragraph 
written statement issuedfrom 
the Indianapolis office where 
his campaign was being orga- 
nised. 

But he said he and his wife 
Marilyn decided to “put our 
family first and to forego the 
disruption to our lives that a 
third straight national cam- 
paign would create. We have 
found much work and happi- 
ness back home in Indiana.” 

Despite his reference to 
finances, others said Mr. 
Quayle. who served one term 
as vicce president under 
George Bush, wanted to 


avoid the struggle of raising 
ded 


the millions of dollars neec 
to compete. 

Mr. Quayle said be made 
his decision late Wednesday 


night after consulting with his 
family. 

“Marilyn and I are deeply 
grateful to the many friends 
across the country who have 
offered their encouragement 
and support." be said. “We 
are truly blessed to have been 
held in the prayers of so 
many. 

“I will continue the fight to 
return this nation to the 
values on which it was found- 
ed.** he said. 

His departure removed a 
dearly conservative choice 
from the field of potential 
Republican contenders. A re- 
cent CNN-USA Today poll 
had shown Mr. Quayle run- 
ning second behind Senator 
Robert Dole of Kansas 
among the potential candi- 
dates. 

The move surprised nearly 
everyone, including Mr. 
Bush, who praised Mr. 
Quayle. 

Adviser Mark Goodin said 
health concerns were not an 
issue for Mr. Quayle, who 
entered hospitals twice in re- 
cent months for blood dots 


him behind bis rivals in the 
key tasks of campaign orga- 


nising and fund-raising. 

>ffai 


on his lungs and an operation 
to remove a growth from his 


appendix. Those ailments put 


“He is just turned oft at the 
prospect of how much money 
be will have to raise to seek 
the nomination,” Mr. 
Goodin said. • 

Activist David Keane, 
head of die American Con- 
servative Union, said Mr. 
Quayle was in a financial 
dilemma. “In order to tun, 
you have to prove yon can 
win,” said Mr. Keane, who 
estimated it would take some 
$30 million to compete for 
the nomination. 

Separately, a Republican 
strategist close to Mr. Quayle 
said “the campaign wasn’t 
going anywhere." 

“He had not signed up any 
major Republican backers,” 
the stragegist said. 

Mr. Quayle — who as vice 
president was the object of 
jokes depicting him as an 
intellectual lightweight, ridi- 
cule his supporters de- 
nounced as unfair — was the 
fourth major Bush adminis- 
tration figure to opt out of 
the race to challenge Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, the near- 
certain Democratic nominee. 


Simpson jurors see most gory pictures yet 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
O.J. Simpson averted his 
eyes and a prosecutor warned 
the victims’ relatives, “you 
don't want to look,” as the 
jury saw the most gruesome 
photos of the bodies yet on a 
7-foot (2-metre), foil-colour 
screen. 

The photos of Nicole 
Brown Simpson and Ronald 
Goldman were the backdrop 
as die first police officer on 
the scene early on Jane 13 
took die stand Thursday and 
offered some new details that 
the defence may seize upon 
to cast doubt on the esti- 
mated time of die murders at 
Ms. Simpson's condominium. 

Among those details: A 
container of ice cream was 
found melting in the kitchen, 
and candles were burning in 
Ms. Simpson's bathroom and 
the tub was full, as if she had 
been planning a candlelit 
bath. 

But under prosecution 


questioning designed to anti- 

Sinros 


cipate another Simpson line 
of defence. Officer Robert 
Riske stressed that he never 
stepped in the blood, that he 
warned others not to tread on 
it and that he didn't touch 
any evidence. 

He also described finding 
bloody footprints, as well as a 
knit cap and — perhaps most 
significant — a single bloody 


glove near a bush. 

O J. Simpson; 47, a foot- 
ball legend, television sports 
commentator and actor, has 
pleaded innocent to the 
slayings. He looked away 
most of the time when the 
photos were shown and also 
talked to lawyer Robert Sha- 
piro. At one point, he 
appeared to look at the ceil- 
ing and sigh. 

The defence has suggested 
that a racist detective moved 
one of two bloody gloves 
from the murder scene and 
planted it at Simpson’s 
estate. Simpson's lawyers 
also daim evidence in the 
case was handled so sloppily 
that the prosecution’s scien- 
tific tests are meaningless. 

Officer Riske. under ques- 
tioning by prosecutor Marcia 
Clark, gave the defence an 
opening when be was asked if 
he had been trained at the 
police academy in how to 
preserve a crime scene. 

“They kind of gloss over it. 
They don’t really train you,” 
officer Riske said. What be 
knew, he said, he learned on 
the job, handling some 15 
homicide cases. 

Under cross-examination. 
Officer Riske also acknow- 
ledged that some investiga- 
tors walked near the bodies 
and other evidence without 
wearing shoe booties or 


gloves, and that the phone 
inside Ms. Simpson’s condo 
wasn’t dusted for fingerprints 
before be used it. He also 
said pictures indicate a 
bloody envelope at Mr. Gold- 
man’s feet was moved. 

Judge Lance Ito refused a 
defence request to play news 
footage of investigators walk- 
ing through the crime scene. 
The judge said it was not the 


right time to bring it up. 
The i 


numerous colour pic- 
tures of the bodies at the 
murder scene were so graphic 
that the judge prevented 
them from being transmitted 
via television. He ordered 
TV and still photographers 
not to show them. 

“You don’t want to look.” 
Mr. Clark warned the vic- 
tims’ family members in the- 
audience. 

Judith a Brown, Ms. Simp- 
son’s mother, left as soon as 
the display began. Ms. Simp- 
son’s father. Lou Brown, 
staved for a time, then left 
with tears in his eyes. Mr. 
Goldman’s stepmother and 
sister stayed, sobbing quietly. 

Jurors leaned forward in 
their seats and took notes as 
they saw what officer Riske 
had seen, a pathway covered 
in blood, a woman’s body 
curled on its left ride, a thick 
>1 of blood under her 


“We approached the body 
of die female and as we got 
probably two feet from her 
body, we discovered the body 
of a male white laying against 
the north fence,” Officer 
Riske recalled. 

Mr. Goldman’s form, clad 
in blue jeans and a brown 
jacket, flashed on the screen. 
Next to him, the prosecutor 
pointed out his beeper and a 
wh i te , blood-stained en- 
velope containing the glasses 
the waiter had come to re- 
turn. 

Officer Riske, a patrolman 
with four years of experience 
at the time, also reported that 
the front door was open bat 
that there was no blood in the 
condo. 

During cross-examination, 
defence attorney Johnnie 
Cochran Jr. asked die officer 
if any photos had been taken 
of the candlelit bathroom or 
if the scene had been 
videotaped by police. The 
officer said no. 

The melting rate of ice 
cream is expected to be a key 
defence point as Simpson’s 
lawyers fry to show that the 
victims were not slain at 
10: IS p.m. as the prosecution 
contends, but later in the 
night when the former foot- 
ball star was en route to the 
airport for a flight to Chica- 
go- 



Second mistrial 
for woman Who 

castrated v 
husband 


<■. s 


5.. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
judge declared a mistrial af- ; 
ter a second jury Med to 
reach a. verdict . against a 
woman who cut off her bus- 
band’s testicles with acisors; 
The jury deadlocked. 7 JS in 
favour of acquitting Amelia 
Macias, who attacked her 
hnshand of 17 years, Jaime 
Macias, in 1992. They have 
since reconciled. Prosecutors 
said they will decide by Feb. 
28 whether to retry her. Mrs. 
Macias said she’d s u ffered 
years of physical, mental and 
w«nal abuse. She testified in 
her first trial that she cut off 
her husband’s testicles be- 
cause be was about to rape 
her and she feared for her 
life. Prosecutors d aimed she 
attacked her sleeping hus- 
band in a jealous rage be- 
cause he had danced with 
another woman earlier that 
night. In her first trial, she 
was acquitted of mayhem and 
assault, but the jury dead- 
locked oa battery. Over, her 
husband’s objections, pro- 
secutors decided to retry her 
on the leaser charge. Prosecu- 
tors accused her of dafaning 
she was a battered wife be- 
cause -it worked for Lorena 
Bobbitt, an Ecuadorean-born 
woman who cat off ter hus- 
band’s penis in 1993 and was 
acquitted -by reason of tem- 
porary insanity. Unlike the 
Bobbitt case, doctors were 
unable to surgically reattach 
Macias’ parts, found in the 
couple's bed by their 17-year- 
old son. 


Baker promises 
success with 
potency bread 


MOSCOW (R) — Biologist 
Igor Kuseltan says be knows 
from experience that his 
bread helps make men more 
potent. He has tried it him - 
self. “It definitely helps. I 
cannot say that you fell a 
change immediately, but af- 
ter 10 or 11 days you feel the 
effect,” die 74-year-old Rus- 
sian said Thursday. “When a 
man’s sexual energy starts to 
fade, a change in diet often 
helps.” The oread, baked to 
a special recipe that includes 
wheat germ, low-fat milk 
powder, sugar and butler, 
was presented to journalists 
and Moscow .shopowners 
Thursday. The small, oval 
-loaves smell slightly sweet, 
but there is little to disting- 
uish them from ordinary 
brown bread. “We keep the 
germ of the grain in die 
bread,” said Mr. Kuseltan, 
who looks 20 years younger 
than he is. He sports a well- 
trimmed goatee beared and 
wears a top-ouality fur hat 
against -die cold. “The genn 
is rich in Vitamin E, which 
increases sexual energy in hu- 
man beings.” Mr. Kuseltan 
said te first hit on the idea of 
special breads in 1972 when 
be was conducting research at 
Moscow’s Academy of 
Medical Sciences. Female 
laboratory assistants noticed 
that mice and rats fed on a 
“full-ration diet” including 
wheat genu and powdered 
milk bad deck fur and bright 
eyes, and some of the work- 
ers said they wanted to try 
the formula themselves. To 
help them, Mr. Kuseltan de- 
veloped a recipe for oat- 
wheat bread, but, due 
toSoviet-era restrictions on 
private bnsiaess, never 
started baking it. “In those 
days scientists could only do 
research,” he * said, shrug- 
It took 20 years to put 
bread into production 


fifi 


.and Mr. Kuseltan had to set 
op his own company, Biopro- 
dixkt, to construct the single- 
storey building that houses 
two walk-in ovens in a grimy 
residential estate in southern 
Moscow. The firm now pro- 
duces one tonne of bread — 
4,000 loaves — and sells them 
in local shops. 


Canadian male 
conference flops 
in Canada 


TORNOT (R) — Canada’s 
first major international 
men’s conference flopped 
when only five people turned 
up and the deflated organiser 
left without paying the bin, 
the Canadian Press news 
agency reported. “It’s a grave 
em harassment,” sighed one 
of die participants, David 
Shackletou, slumped in a 
chair in a conference room 
full of empty tables prepared 
for 200 people. The keynote 
speaker, Hans Lehmann, had 
t ravell ed from -Geneva ex- 
pecting to address crowds of 
red-blooded males at foe In- 
ternational Men’s Day Con- 
vention. More than 100 hotel 
rooms had' been set aside, 
meeting rooms - booked and 
press releases and speeches 
\ The professor from 


the eventfrom Oaster. left 
without paying the bHL 
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' M ' v?^ 011 batr ^ i 1° this picture released in Lima by the Peruvian govern- Mr. Fujimori was visiting a military staging area (AFP 

n us bend's 0 (,: •: ft? merit, Peruvian President AJberto Fujimori (centre) watches photo) 

sec uiors as a wounded soldier is placed in a helicopter for evacuation. 

* n l be lesser t0 '- — 

S^Fighting erupts in Bihac; Bosnia holds U.N. worker 

Bobbin an°p^ fak SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian nian Serbs, whom the U.N. 29. Thursday and accused her jina state encompassing or 
^oman'wh tCna(ior fe-^ 'government troops fought to accused of launching a of spying for the Serbs. A third of Croaria. 
band's ue ■ defend water supplies to the “calculated and deliberate local U.N. driver arrested The decision has prompte 
•Squirted h* m besieged town of Bihac Fri- attack.” with her has been released, international fears of a r< 

-V feawnv ifev after weatherine an ear- Mr. Dav was unable to sav U.N. sources said it was newed war with the Serbs an 


J®tt j In this picture released in Lima by the Peruvian govern- 
■ ft: ment, Peruvian President Alberto Fqjimori (centre) watches 
. as a wounded soldier is placed in a helicopter for evacuation. 




^■rarv , n V^c-'' day a ^ ler weathering an ear- 
Bobhin ns>nil y- lier anack by Bosnian Serb 
unable Case ’ docicr.. forces in the embattled en- 
* ^gkalhi' clave, U.N. spokesman said, 
count? - E? 08 ' ^ • Sniper fire also crackled 
^,-upi. sbedbyihej-; out in a western suburb of 
SOn - " Sarajevo, which was jolted by 

Bakor the most serious violation of 

a Her promises 3 Thursday evening 

SUCC6SS u/|fh w ben Serb forces unleashed a 
nft i. '?”» brief mortar barrage. 
HUienCy Dregjj The arrest on spying 
»*r.cr- charges of a Serb woman 

.■i-^LQW ( Rj — ^ working for the United Na- 
-?or Knseltan says tr tions relief mission also 
jon experience t threatened to mar the truce, 
helps Diakent- which has held through most 
"<-:en;. He has trial- °f Bosnia since Jan. 1. 
v - ' ‘It definnefr b In Zagreb, Croatian Presi- 
--“r.o: say ^ ^ dent Franjo Tudjman said he 
immediate^ ■ wanted NATO troops to 
--r 10 or Udaw^i monitor Croatia's borders 
effect." the 74^4 with Bosnia and Serbia when 
>:&r. void Thursdav I U - N - peacekeepers leave the 
“■*“ : sexual eim«- co ™ tr >/ af * er “arch 31 
fads. 2 change ia fc Gashes flared m Bihac Fn- 
helr-j " The bread fcr da >‘ morning 15 kilometres 
•. west of Bihac town and 

■I-V- ™ if spread to Klokot village, 
c .. oar ^* which troops of the Muslim- 


has tried- 
v -- ! - ‘It definhelr b 
«y thar ^ 

unmediaielv. - 
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J ‘ ^ i led government attacked on but the Serbs, who hold ab- 

■* Jan:~ 14 secure a well sup- out 70 per cent of the coun- 
. .v.'.'SCi S- yj*r plying Bihac town. b ".‘.'try, have spumed ir. 

a “Af the moment this attack: • A spokesman for the U.N. 
. smc i ss threatens the retaking of th^ K0! High Commissioner for Re- 
: there i: Me® tor town water supply,” U.N. fiigees (UNHCR) said the 

them mm oifc spokesman Graham Day mission was worried that the 
■ v *n bread Wtbt said. arrest of a Serb U.N. worker 

-m the ran c The clashes followed a day could hurt the relief effort in 


nian Serbs, whom the U.N. 
accused of launching a 
“calculated and deliberate 
attack.” 

Mr. Day was unable to say 
if Croatian or Bosnian Serbs 
were involved in Friday’s 
combat. Serb troops have 
been fighting alongside Mus- 
lim rebels led by businessman 
Fikret Abdic in the enclave, 
where clashes have lasted for 
weeks despite the ceasefire. 

A Bosnian Serb mortar 
attack shook Sarajevo Thurs- 
day evening. The U.N. said a 
local commander had taken 
exception to government 
troops digging trenches in 
breach of ceasefire terms. 

Sarajevo has been under 
siege by Bosnian Serb forces 
since April 1992 after the 
Muslim-led government 
seeded from the former 
Yugoslavan Federation. A 
ceasefire has been in effect 
since Jan. 1 in die hope of 
encouraging peace talks. 

A peace plan proposed by 
Britain, France, Russia, the 
United States and Germany 
envisages dividing Bosnia 
into two roughly equal pans 
but the Serbs, who hold ab- 
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of heavy shelling and ground 
fighting* Thursday between 
government troops and Bos- 


mission was worried that the 
arrest of a Serb U.N. worker 
could hurt the relief effort in 
Sarajevo. 

Government .police 
arrested Svetlana Boskovic, 


29. Thursday and accused her 
of spying for the Serbs. A 
local U.N. driver arrested 
with her has been released. 

U.N. sources said it was 
possible the government 
wanted to use Ms. Boskovic 
to secure the release of a 
Muslim journalist kidnapped 
by Serb forces. 

*We are extremely con- 
cerned by the situation,” said 
the UNHCR's Kris Janowski. 

French peacekeeping 
troops had taken the place of 
local U.N. drivers, super- 
visors and workers delivering 
food flown into the airport in 
an international airlift. Mr. 
Janowski said. 

Local staff daily have to 
cross the front lines and the 
UNHCR feared they risked 
being the targets of retalia- 
tion from Serbs 3ngry at Ms. 
Boskovic's arrest, he said. 

Mr. Tudjman, who has 
ordered U.N. peacekeepers 
to leave Croatia, said NATO 
troops would be more effi- 
cient and their presence on 
the borders with Bosnia 
could prevent rebel. Krajina 
Serbs from launching attacks 
on neighbouring Bihac en- 
clave. * * ; : 

“We would really have no 
objections if NATO de- 
ployed along our internation- 
al borders," he told a news 
conference in Zagreb. 

Mr. Tudjman has ordered 
U.N. peacekeepers to leave 
Croatia, claiming their pre- 
sence only shored up the 
rebel Serb breakaway Kra- 


Manila rules out armed response to Spratlys 


MANILA (R) — The Philip- 
pinese said Friday that Chi- 
na’s occupation of a reef in 
pats of the South China Sea 
claimed by Manila would not 
lead to conflict. 

“Aggression is not an op- 


v ;.: ji:j | Sciences tion and I believe that at this 
■ ■'oriion assistants c point there is some agree- 
rnice and m *nt between us ajid the 
'-raiipn diet" People’s Republic of China,” 
.‘Verm and??] Foreign Secretary Roberto 
- " ^ ^ sleek fur 21 *" R°*nuIo said- 

'*Tnd some °f k' Philippines released 

, ,u ev waffli' pictures Thursday showing 
v*’ '^’niiia'tben^ military-looking Chinese ves- 
- ;, ' r ' u r Keet sels and substantial structures 
•" - ' ' j ' ft built on stilts above Mischief 
3 , * [mi. reef in the islands known in 

rwni* t ^ ie P^IIxpP> nes as tf 1 ® 

:: >?\ier-en3 Kalavaan (Freedom) Group. 

J ;f : It Even if the Philippines 
-t.:-.?- t'jkrne f wanle d ot China off 

oenus® p. ^ Mischief reef, it has virtually 


: jet-era . Kalavaan (Freedom) Group. 

J ;f : It Even if the Philippines 
-t.:-.?- t'jkrne f wanle d ot p^h China off 
^ Mischief reef, it has virtually 

- ,■ r :n ■ ^ ( no ability to project military- 

- T - !; took - ■ ^ power beyond its major is- 

br^d ■ n ;°, n l 5 lands. 

: .\*r. Ku« lt3n j “It is not going to lead to 
‘ u-.-n a ’’ m P aD L- any clash because there is no 

T' ;u capacity on this side to do 

V,:;. "building r anything about it,” a Western 


ox*.# military diplomat said. 

" i.. n rial * ialf China, pushing aside Phi- 
The lippine President Fidel 


Ramos's complaint that Beij- 
ing is breaking international 
law, has claimed the struc- 
tures were built to shelter its 
fishermen. 

Manila has little option but 
to take its complaints to its 
five partners in the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN) and try to 
raise other international sup- 
port. 

United States Ambassador 
John Negroponte called on 
China and the Philippines to 
solve the dispute peacefully. 

“We fully support the 
Manila Declaration of 1992 
that calls on all parries to 
settle this issue through 
peaceful means and, mean- 
while, to exercise restraint,” 
he told reporters after meet- 
ing Mr. Romulo. 

The Manila Declaration 
urged the six nations which 
claim all or parts of the Sprat- 
lys* scattered isles and reefs 
— China, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
Brunei, Vietnam and the Phi- 
lippines — to settle the long- 
running dispute peacefully. 

The Spratly Islands are 
possibly rich in oil and miner- 


als and have long been re- 
garded as one of the most 
serious potential flashpoints 
in Asia. Efforts by Indonesia 
to mediate a settlement have 
failed to make much prog- 
ress. 

Julius Caesar Parreno, an 
analyst at the rightwing Cen- 
tre for Research and Com- 
munication. said he did not 
believe China's action would 
lead to aggression because it 
was in Beijing's interest to 
develop good relations with 
ASEAN, particularly when 
Vietnam joins the group this 
year. 

ASEAN groups Thailand, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indone- 
sia, Brunei and the Philip- 
pines. 

Vietnam accused China 
Friday of causing instability 
by building structures on the 
disputed Spratly Islands. 

“The Chinese act... is a 
serious new event. Vietnam 
opposes every action of ex- 
panding encroachment, 
further complicating the 
situation in the Spratly 
archipelago, going counter to 
the trend of peace, stability 


and coopearative develop- 
ment in the region," a Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said 

The Philippines released 
pictures Thursday showing 
Giinese vessels and substan- 
tial Chinese-built structures 
on a part of the Spratlys that 
is claimed by Manila. 

China said it was building 
new facilities on what it refer- 
red to as the Meijijiao to 
ensure the safety and lives of 
Chinese fishermen and their 
work in the area. 

The spokesman reaffirmed 
Vietnamese sovereignty over 
the Spratlys and urged 
claimants to maintain the sta- 
tus quo pending a permanent 
solution through negotia- 
tions. 

“While trying to accelerate 
talks to find a basic and 
permanent solution, it is 
necessary to maintain stabil- 
ity on the basis of the status 
quo.” he said. 

"The concerned parties 
should control themselves, 
not conduct actions to further 
complicate the situation, and 
not use force or threaten to 
use force." 
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fSi^^^UNESCO: World should not help African dictators 


pia PARIS (R) — A major U.N. 
. conference Friday urged un- 


_ . conference Friday urged un- 

C & " a -g JjOP elected African leaders to go 

COf 10 POU* within two years 
. /-'onddd and asked the international 

ill ^.community to withhold aid 

,. n T (R> from dictatorships. 

iiir jfll e « “Freedom is a basic issue 
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^.community to withhold aid 
£ from dictatorships. 

“Freedom is a basic issue 


• ^ democracy an imperative 
-.e” s l ic five ,n Africa,” it declared, 
whs" ? n S. Heflatf* 3 x ■ The call came at the end or 
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t -500 African government offi- 
; irials, private groups and in- 
ternational cooperation agen- 
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.V;"? of el ° l*j5 : The “Audience Africa" 
^ p^^i/li^-onference did not give 
'J.A-r. G^names but unelected African 
; nC lled J* i:e . ader s include Nigeria's 
‘ , f : nC to ^“^csfxnxlitaiy ruler General Sani 
^ HioO^^JS’^^bacha, Sudan’s Presitient 
^ jhiD f Lieutenant-General Omar 
M°^n ^j#.assan Bashir and Gambia’s 


■■ ^ (***■ jDtiinir anu uuraoia 5 

5 ttf^^ cutenant Yaya Jammeh. 
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are Sierra Leone’s Cap- 
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Zenawi and Uganda’s 
Yoweri Museveni, although 
the last two have promised 
elections this year. 

“Audience Africa prop- 
oses that... African political 
leaders who have not been 
democratically elected should 
organise elections and submit 
themselves to popular vote 
within at the most two years 
of this recommendation,” the 
conference closing draft 
document said. 

“Audience Africa request 
the international community 
to withhold ail aid from dic- 
tatorial regimes,” it added. 

The draft also warned 
overseas aid was going to be 
scarcer in the next century. 

“Africa will have to in- 
creasingly rely on its own 
resources,” it said. 

The meeting called on indus- 
trialised countries to keep 
their United Nations pledge 
to commit 0.7 per cent of 
GDP to Third World aid for 
at least a decade. 

The document listed illi- 
teracy, economic stagnation. 


corruption, and militarisation 
among Africa’s “countless fa- 
ilures” since independence. 

But it said Africa should 
not be written off as the "lost 
continent" and could rapidly 
recover if it united, built 
democracy and if Africans 
gained enough self- 
confidence to take their fate 
into their own hands. 

“Africa is the continent 
with most resources. With 
competent and serious men, 
funds and know-how, it can 
rapidly catch up with pans of 
the world like Latin America 
and Asia,” it said. 

The document called for a 
ruthless fight against corrup- 
tion. 

- It also called for a major 
effort on teaching, asking 
African governments to de- 
vote five per cent of their 
output to education by the 
end of the century. 

Africans should be guaran- 
teed four yeais of uninter- 
rupted studies, in their 
mother tongues if possible. 


and young graduates could be 
enrolled in “knowledge bri- 
gades" in a two-year national 
service to eradicate illiteracy. 

The document said African 
countries should join efforts 
and boost exchanges to de- 
velop science and technology 
which should focus on meet- 
ing basic needs — food pro- 
duction, health care, solar 
and other renewable energy 
sources. 

It said African states 
should devote 0.4 to 0.5 per 
cent of GDP to development 
research by the end of the 
century, and that researchers 
should gain access to the 
world’s scientific and tech- 
nological information high- 
ways. 

African researchers should 
be at least bilingual in order 
to benefit from efforts 
throughout the continent, 
and governments should 
study the ways of jointly pro- 
tecting the environment and 
exploiting natural resources, 
the draft document said. 


Ecuador leader travels to front; 

Peru announces new casualties 

No progress reported at Brazilia talks 


jina state encompassing one 
third of Croaria. 

The decision has prompted 
international fears of a re- 
newed war with the Serbs and 
diplomatic pressure has so far 
failed to persuade Zagreb to 
change its mind. 

The UNHCR said Friday it 
was continuing its airlift’ of 
humanitarian aid into 
Sarajevo but that supplies 
would be stored at the airport 
and not transported into the 

city- 

"The airlift is continuing 
but food will not be brought 
into the city. It will be tem- 
porarily stored at the air- 
port.” said Mr. janowski. 

The UNHCR had 
announced Thursday that, 
for security reasons, it was 
suspending its airlift of food 
and supplies into Sarajevo 
after Bosnian police detained 
two of its employees at a 
checkpoint. 

The agency feared that its 
local drivers transporting 
supplies from the airport to 
the city could be endangered 
at Bosnian Serb checkpoints 
as long as the two employees 
were being held. 

But Mfcr. Janowski said that 
“senior UNHCR manage- 
ment thought it (the airlift) 
was too' important to stop," 
and later reconsidered their 
derision. 

He said Bosnian author- 
ities h3d told the U.N. that 
one of the employees de- 
tained. a Croatian national, 
was released Friday. 


QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — 
Ecuadorean and Peruvian 
army patrols clashed repe- 
atedly in heavy fighting along 
their disputed jungle border, 
prompting Ecuador’s presi- 
dent to fly to the front. 

President Sixto Duran- 
Ballen Thursday visited stag- 
ing areas for military opera- 
tions and field hospitals 
where wounded were being 
treated. 

Peruvian warplanes attack- 
ed Coangos and Base Sur. 
two Ecuadorean border posts 
at the headwaters of Cenepa 
River, Ecuador’s Joint Milit- 
ary Command said. 

During peace talks in Bra- 
zil, Ecuador proposed a 
“humanitarian truce” to 
allow each side to remove the 
rotting bodies of soldiers kil- 
led in recent days. 

Ecuadorean soldiers inter- 
viewed by Quito television 
stations said the stench from 
the bodies was inescapable 
around border posts that 
have oome under Peruvian 
attack. 

Peru did not immediately 
respond to the truce offer. 

In Lima, Gen. Victor Mai- 
ca said Peruvian troops were 
meeting fierce resistance in 
trying to take Tiwintza, one 
of three Ecuadorean military 
posts located in territory Peru 
claims as its own. 

He said Peruvian forces 
were fighting their way up a 
jungle-shrouded l,0tib-foot 
(300-metre) hill where the 
post is situated, but Ecuado- 
rean soldiers at the top were 
dug in and better positioned 
for firing on Peru’s forces. 

The president of Peru, 
Alberto Fujimori, said 
Thursday night 36 Peruvian 
soldiers have been killed and 
60 wounded in two weeks of 
fighting. He said the country 
also lost two helicopters and 
a plane. The seven crew 
meftibers were among those 
killed. 

He said he didn't have fi- 
gures of Ecuador's losses but 
“bv comparison, the number 
of their deaths is great.” 

Gen. Malca told Peru’s 
congress that more than 70 
Peruvian soldiers were mis- 
sing in action but-said many 
may be s^Jive and lost in the 
jungle. Ecuador said 11 of its 


soldiers have died and 28 
have been wounded. 

Gen. Malca described the 
terrain in the disputed area as 
“treacherous" with danger- 
ous ravines invisible because 
of the thick vegetation. He 
said torrential rains fall con- 
stantly and temperatures 
reach 104 degrees F (40 de- 
grees C). 

The disputed border is lo- 
cated on the jungle-covered 
eastern slopes of the Andes, 
220 miles (350 kilometres) 
southeast of Quito and 600 
miles ( 1 .000 kilometres) 
north of Lima, the Peruvian 
capital. 

Ecuador said Duran- 
B alien flew to the border to 
encourage Ecuadorean 
troops and explain efforts to 
obtain a ceasefire in peace 
talks with Peru in Brazil. 

Speaking to a cheering 
crowd after his return to 
Quito, Mr. Duran-Ballen 
said: “I repeat now what I 
told one of the young men 
who was at the front: 'We will 
not take one step back.'” 

It was the first trip by Mr. 
Duran-Ballen to the disputed 
border since fighting broke 
our Jan. 26. 

In Quito, a national Indian 
organisation called for the 
urgent intervention of the 
Organisation of American 
States and the United Na- 
tions to hair the fighting. 

"We regret that our 


brothers of the Shuar, 
Ashuar and Ouechua indige- 
nous nations are caught in the 
middle of the military 
attacks," said Luis Macas, 
president of the Confedera- 
tion of Indigenous Nationali- 
ties of Ecuador. 

He urged the Red Cross to 
provide help to Indian groups 
living close to ihe. border. 

According to news reports, 
Peruvian warplanes have 
bombed three Indian villages 
near the conflict area this 
week, but no one has been 
reported hurt. 

Meanwhile, negotiators for 
both countries met for the 
third day in Brasilia, but no 
progress’ was reported. 

Representatives of the gov- 
ernments of Brazil, Argenti- 
na. Chile and the United 
Slates also were taking part. 
The four nations are the 
guarantors of a 1942 treaty 
that ended a war between the 
countries and gave Peru a 
huge swath of jungle territory 
also claimed by Ecuador. 

Ecuador declared the trea- 
ty null and void in 1960 be- 
fore the last 46 miles (77 
kilometres) of the 1,000-mile 
(1, 600-kilometres) border 
were marked. 

In a separate development, 
leftist guerrillas, taking 
advantage of Peru’s preoc- 
cupation with the border con- 
flict with Ecuador seized a 
town in Peru’s northern 


Andes, authorities said 
Thursday. 

Provincial Mayor Oscar 
Ahumada said police hid 
been called away 10 protect 
Peru's main oil pipeline when 
a column of 25 to 30 members 
of the Tupac Amaru Revolu- 
tionary Movement attaik;d 
their post in Chontali 
Wednesday. 

One person was killed and 
the guerrillas took control of 
the district, authorities said. 

It was not clear if the town 
was still in guerrilla hands. 
Police in Jaen contacted by 
Reuters refused to comme.lt 
on the incident. 

Mr. Ahumada told 
Radioprodgramas Del Peru 
that the army had called 
police away from the district 
to take up positions defend- 
ing the Nor Pcruano Line 
from possible Ecuadorean 
attack. The pipeline canids 
crude from Amazon oil fields 
across the Andes m the coast. 

“We are losing ur.i-: ■■‘n the 
one hand and they're attach- 
ing us on the other." Mr. 
Ahumada told Radioprodga- 
mas Del Peru. “It’s getting 
complicated. In a way. they 
are helping Ecuador." 

Chontali. some 43 mi!^5 
(70 kilometres) from 
Ecuador, is in Jaen province 
some 45 0 miles (724 
kilometres) north of Lima in 
highland Ca jam area Depart- 
ment. 
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An Ecuadorean soldier guards his jangle post at the Ecuadorean border with Peru at Solda- 
do Monge southeast of Quito (AFP photo) 


Mandela makes pilgrimage to Robben island 


ROBBEN ISLAND. South 
Africa (R) — President Nel- 
son Mandela led hundreds of 
other ex-political detainees 
on an emotional pilgrimage 
on Friday to South African’s 
Robben Island — a speck of 
rock that was his prison for 18 
years. 

Mr. Mandela, 76, who 
Saturday marks the fifth 
anniversary of his release 
from 27 years in prison for his 
anti-apartheid struggle, flew 
to the island by helicopter for 
the reunion. 

He received a standing 
ovation from his fellow for- 
mer detainees who had ar- 
rived earlier on a navy land- 
ing craft. 

The text of a plaoue that 
will be unveiled by Mr. Man- 
dela reads: “Embedded in 
these stones you will find the 
pain of our struggle. The 
sony of losses and the found- 
ation of our victory.” 

Provincial Premier Tokyo 
Sexwale. who spent 13 years 

Shuttle 
set to end 
historic 
mission 

CAPE CANAVERAL. Flor- 
ida (R) — Five astronaut and 
a cosmonaut finished work 
aboard the U.S. shuttle Dis- 
covery Friday and stowed 
gear for a Saturday trip home 
from an unprecedented ren- 
dezvous with Russia's Mir 
space station. 

The shuttle was scheduled 
to touch down in Florida at 
6:51 a.m. est (1151 GMT), 
eight days after it blasted off 
on a mission that brought 
spacecraft from the two na- 
tions together for the first 
time in almost 20 years. 

“We’re at the end of what 
we consider to be a very 
successful mission," Com- 
mander Jim Wetherbee said 
from Discovery in a Friday 
news conference with repor- 
ters on the ground. 

The flight is the 67th for 
the shuttle fleet, the first of 
1995 for NASA, and the first 
in which a woman has occu- 
pied the pilot's seat in the 
cockpit. Eileen Collins 
sejyea as co-pilot of Discov- 
ery and now is in line ?e r 
assignment as the world's 
first woman spacecraft com- 
mander. 


on the island and married his 
white lawyer days after his 
release in 1990. told Reuters 
on the beach: 

“It was freedom to come 
and work, to make roads 3nd 
listen to the water. That was 
the only freedom we knew. 
We’re tracing back our foot- 
steps. We have many of us 
left our youth and pan of our 
souls on this island.” 

Former prisoners hugged 
each other and exchanged 
memories, some painful and 
some humorous, as they 
pointed out landmarks such 
as a breakwater where they 
were forced to collect guano. 

"It’s like a dream to me," 
said Anthony Gazi, who was 
released from the island in 
1979. 

"We have gotten over it. 
we can laugh about it now," 
he said as he stepped ashore 
on the concrete pier of the 
island that was for thousands 
of South Africans the coun- 
try’s most notorious prison. 


Mr. Mandela was transfer- 
red from the sand and limes- 
tone island, nine miles out in 
Cape Town Bay. to a main- 
land prison in 1982. 

In the past five years he has 
risen from convict status to 
become the country’s first 
black president, presiding 
over the demise of white 
minority rule. 

“Mainly the island is testi- 
mony to the triumph of the 
human spirit. It shows rhat 
men will do anything to men 
but that they will survive it 
too," said Aubrey Mokoape, 
a doctor who served six years 
on the island accused of 
promoting terrorism. 

The pilgrimage includes a 
visit to the limestone quarry 
where Mr. Mandela and 
thousands of other apartheid 
foes chipped rock. 

The quarry's fine dust and 
reflection of the harsh sun- 
light left the president with 
eye problems that resulted in 
recent operations. He also 


visited the island last year, 
touring the B-block cells 
where he and other African 
National Congress leaders 
were held separately. 

A number of the prisoners 
went to the island's stony 
beach, where they waded an 3 
collected stones. Many pris- 
oners came to the island and 
left years later without having 
touched the sea. 

"We are doing this because 
we were never allowed 10 
when we were here as prison- 
ers," said former prisoner Pe- 
ter Jacobs. 

A prison warder said con- 
ditions for inmates had im- 
proved greatly since the days 
when political prisoners were 
held on the island. 

“It seems to me they were 
not fairly treated. Their treat- 
ment was probably in- 
humane, but at that time it 
was allowed. Maybe thai was 
the way they had to be tre- 
ated." 









Picture taken from Sky TV showing astronauts 
Mike Foale (right) and Bernard Harris emerg- 
ing from the airlock onboard the U.S. space 


shuttle Discovery for tbeir historic space walk 
(AFP pholo) 


*T like being in space I like 
zero gravity. I know I like 
this job and I plan on flying 
again, and I guess well just 
see what happens," Collins 
told reporters at the Johnson 
Space Centre in Texas and 
the Kennedy Space in Flor- 
ida. 

The highlight of the mis- 
sion was a Monday close en- 
counter with Mir that left the 
four-man, two-woman Dis- 
covery crew and the three 
Mir cosmonauts te ary-eyed. 

Com. Wetherbee nudged 
Discovery within 37 feet (12 


metres) of Mir, close enough 
for shuttle cosmonaut Vladi- 
mir Titov to make eye con- 
tact with friends inside the 
space station that was his 
home for 366 days in the late 
J980s. 

Com. Whetherbee said a 
telephone call was the only 
thing he had shared with Ale- 
xander Viktorenko, elena 
Kondakova and Valery 
Polyakov before Monday. 
“Suddenly, we met over the 
Pacific Ocean in the void and 
blackness of space, and we... 
could wave and smile at 


them," he said. 

Discovery blazed the trail 
for shuitte Atlantis, whit.!; 
another crew of astronauts 
and cosmonauts will dock at 
Mir in June — the first such 
linkup since the July 1975 
demonst ramson of orbital 
detente known as the Apollo- 
Soyuz test project. 

The National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) characterised the 
action-packed mission as one 
of the most demanding in the 
history of shuttle flights. 
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Ultimate win in peace 

AMIDST ALL the concern about the dead- 
locked Syrian-Israeli negotiating track, the 
visit of a trio representing the European 
Union (EU) to Syria and Israel represents a 
j window of opportunity that could move 
j things forward between the two countries. 

| French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, who 
j headed the EU delegation, was unequivocal 
! about Europe’s faith and commitment to the 
peace process as a comprehensive phe- 
nomenon. “The peace process,” Mr. Juppe 
sectored in Damascus, “is irreversible and 
should go forward on the basis of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions calling for fid! 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights, full 
normalisation between Syria and Israel and 
! the search for security arrangements 
approved by both parties.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister Faronk A1 Sharaa j 
was no less emphatic about his country’s 
| commitment to pursue peace with Israel, 
j something that he described as a strategic 
| objective. “Syria,” Mr. Sharaa pointed out 
I b no uncertain terms at a joint news 
; conference with the European trio Wednes- 
I day, “is convinced that should Israel be 
l serious about reaching a just and compre- 
hensive peace and a getku"e progress on the 
Syrian track, the matter wouldn’t require 
snore than a few months.” This upbeat 
Syrian posture tallies with previous Syrian 
! pronouncements that called for “full with- 
drawal in return for full peace.” Israeli 
I Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin also edged 
| doser to meeting Syrian terms for peace 
when he declared Thursday that his govern- 
ment would entertain full withdrawal from 
ir e Syrian Her 1 *^ with the exception of the 
! ridge closet to Israel. 

Yet given the near mutiny within the 
Labour Party on the issue of withdrawal 
from the Syrian Heights and the Israeli 
| consensus calling for holding a referendum 
before Israel would comipit itself to complete 
relinquishment of the Heights, there appears 
to be many stiff obstacles on the path of the 
j Syrian-Israeli front. No doubt Rabin of all 
! pecpSe knows deep in his heart that there is 
| go way to conclude a peace deal with 
| Damascus short of full withdrawal from 
I occupied Syrian lands. The international 
■ community also shares this assessment. 

• Sooner or later the Israeli public opinion 
: must be educated into accepting this inevit- 
i able conclusion. It would be most unfortxm- 
! ate to hold up the comprehensive nature of 
i the peace process over an issue that can be 
! better resolved by reciprocal security 
\ arrangements. The dangers of a lasting 
! standoff on the Syrian-Israeli front are in- 
{ finitely more complex than the possible 
! dangers for Israel folk) wing a fall withdrawal 
i from Syrian territory. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa KeQani 




The end of a disturbing era 




A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra’i daily reflected on the ament 
situation in the Middle East resulting from Israel’s escala- 
tion of tension and its adamant stand with regard to Arab 
rights. It seems that it is an Israeli habit to escalate tension 
and step up repressive measures against the Palestinians 
whenever the Jewish state reaches a peace accord with an 
Arab party, said Mahmoud Rimawi. It was in the wake of 
the Camp David accord that Israel escalated its raids on 
Lebanon that led to the 1982 invasion of that country, he 
said. The writer recalled that after the Oslo accord with the 
Palestinian leadership, Israel stepped up its repressive 
measures against the Palestinians. After the signing of the 
Jordan-lsrael peace treaty, the Jewish state sealed the 
whole of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in an 
unprecedented m p .~'ier. he said. It seems that through this 
policy. Israel is trying to push the Arab parties to succumb 
to i:-. J. .- Hflons and terms and make peace with it. said the 
v rUr.:. Never before had Israel's repression reached the 
present dimensions in the occupied Arab lands, and never 
before had the Israelis shown such obstuian^y m their 
dealings with the Arabs, said the writer. He said that Je 
peace deals with the Jewish state seem to have given the 
Israeli government further encouragement to pursue its 
•atrocities against the Arab Nation. 

AL RA’I daily discussed the Arab-lsraeli-American meet- 
ing held in Taba, describing its results as vitally important 
to the future development of the region. The Taba 
conference is important since it paved the way for the 
Amman economic conference due later this year and 
secured pledges on the part of the participants to attend the 
conference and make it succeed, said the paper. 



FEB. 9 will go down in the history of Jordan as the day 
when the Kingdom regained its full territorial rights with 
the completion of Israeli military withdrawal from the last' 
inch of its land and when the proud Jordanian Armed 
Forces hoisted the Jordanian flag in the evacuated land. 

The return of the land to Jordan was more than just 
symbolic. Indeed every grain of sand in those territories is 
dear to every Jordanian, but beyond that is t^p reality that 
the full restoration of Jordanian land to Jordanian 
sovereignty also ends a deeply disturbing era in our life and 
opens a new chapter. 

In the new chapter, we Jordanians face an immense 
challenge — a challenge that is much more difficult to 
confront that bullets in the battlefield. It is a challenge of 
nation-building, away from the preoccupations of tension 
and conflict. 

What Jordan has achieved along with regaining its 
territorial rights is a large measure of valuable goodwill of 
the world. Our record throughout recent history talks 
volumes of our commitment to peace and coexistence, and 
the courage of our leadership in making peace with Israel 
has taken us beyond the threshold of just friendly relations 
with every country in the world. 

But it is not enough that the international, community 
looks at Jordan with admiration and appreciation. That 
would only provide us with the impetus needed to launch 
national construction in the era of peace. We face the 
challenge of having to prove to the world that we are 
indeed worthy of respect and admiration also in the context 
of nation-building with all that it entails. 

Given the limited natural resources of Jordan, we face 
the task of inviting foreign capital and resources into the 
country and that can be done only through bringing about 


sweeping changes in the country. We have to be completely ■ 
forward looking and strive to keep one step ahead in the- 
fiertx international race for capital. International goodwill 
can be measured in terms of politics, but when it-comes.tp- 
a fft ual movement of capital and resources what counts is 
the investment climate and the incentives that we offer. to 
potential investors. That indeed means changes to laws and 

rC Of course, the government, guided by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, has gone a considerable 
way in meeting the requirements of the peace era, but there 
is no escape from the feeling that something is amiss, 
perhaps in the pace of the required reform in the context of 
our bureaucracy. - 

His Majesty King Hussein told the government three 
weeks ago to do what is needed to bring about the changes 
that are inevitable if Jordan is to hope for realistically 
benefit from the dividends of peace. Obviously it also 
meant the elimination of old wood in our ministries and 
government departments. We do not know yet how far the 
government has already moved in this direction, but it 
seems to be obvious that the pace of the move has to be 
speedy if we are to catch up with the requirements of the 
day. 

No doubt some of the decisions facing the government 
are painful and difficult, but then the very fact is that 
Jordan is entering a new era where many of the considera- 
tions and reasons that held up back in making sweeping 
changes should no longer a factor. 

Similarly, we also need to see quick changes in our 
legislation related to foreign capital and investments. Of 
course draft laws and amendments are on the table, but our 
executive and legislative authorities seem to be taking their 


Violence will not f nd 
before its roots are addressed 


By FJia Nasrallah 

FAKHRI SALEH, a col- 
umnist in A1 Dustour, said 
that the Arab-Israeli sum- 
mit held in Cairo was de- 
signed by the Arabs to put 
some kind of pressure on 
Israel to implement the 
Oslo and Cairo agreements 
but was for the Israelis a 
means to direct world 
attention to what the Jew- 
ish state calls Islamist ter- 
rorism. The writer said tht 
the Israeli prime minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, had sought 
to dedicate the meeting to 
fighting terrorism as a way 
to cover up for Israel’s 
procrastinations over the 
implementation of deal 
with the Palestinian lead- 
ership. He said while the 
Arabs hoped such summit 
woudl result in further 
momentum for the peace 
process, the Israelis had 
totally different designs be- 
cause they are determined 
to keep the occupation in 
place and to avoid the re- 
quirements of a just and 
durable peace. 

A1 Aswaq newspaper 
said that the way to end 
acts of violence and terror- 
ism Lies in tackling the 
causes of unrest and not the 
outcome. It is up to Israel 
and not the Arabs to rid the 
whole area of violence and 
acts of terrorism by ending 
its occupation and giving 
the Palestinians their legiti- 
mate rights rather than ex- 
pecting from the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
to crack down on oppo- 
nents of the peace deals 
with the Jewish state, said 
the daily. The statement 
that followed the Cairo 
Arab-lsraeli summit 
emphasised the need for 
the implementation of the 
Israeli-Palestinian deals 
and activating the peace 
, process on the Lebanese 
and the Syrian tracks, said 
the paper. It said that what 
remains to be seen is 
whether Israel is ready and 
willing to meet the Arabs 
halfway and comply with 
the requirements of peace. 

The so-called peace 
coalition meeting in Cairo 
in the past week was 
marked by pledges and 
promises on the Palesti- 
nian. Jordanian. Egyptian, 
and Israeli parts, said Tak- 
er A1 Adwan in Al Dus- 
tour. The writer said, the 
contents of the final state- 


ment that summed up the 
deliberations said that 
Israel has pledged to hon- 
our its commitments on 
Palestinian track, provided 
that the Palestinians deal 
with the so-called terrorism 
and on condition that 
Egypt forgets about its de- 
mands that Israel sign the 
nuclear Non- Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). The writer 
seaid that Israel is making 
it a condition on the 
Palestinian leaders to put 
an end to attacks on the 
Israelis so that the Jewish 
state can honour its prom- 
ises. But it is clear that the 
Israeli government is 
bound to remain adamant 
and woudl fait to honour 
any of these commitments 
simply due to the Palesti- 
nian’s determination to se- 
cure their freedom through 
resistance, which Israel 


in Israel in the coming par- 
liamentary elections- The 
writer said that the Likud 
has a different programme 
than that adopted by the 
Israeli Labour Party with 
regard to the question of 
peace and withdrawal from 
occupied Arab lands. He 
said that the Likud Party 
leader is now advocating a 
new policy, which entails 
the perpetuation of occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and 
the Golan Heights and a 
continuous siege on Gaza 
Strip. Such ideas can never 
serve the cause of peace 
and make it incumbent on 
the Arabs to resort to their 
armed forces to ensure the 
freedom of their occupied 
territories, said the writer. 

Mahmoud Rimawi. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, said tht 
Mr. Rabin, who leads his 
Labour Party, is in fact 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


calls acts of terrorism. 

Referring to a visit by 
Israeli Knesset members to 
Amman in the past week. 
Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, 
seaid that Jordanian parlia- 
mentarians should have 
taken part in a meetiong 
with the Israeli parlia- 
mentarians not .because 
they seek normalisation 
with the Jewish state but 
rather to make their views 
known and dear so that the 
visitors can carry them to 
the Israeli society. The wri- 
ter said that the legislastive 
authority in Jordan is a 
partner with the govern- 
ment in the decision- 
making process, especially 
in mansrs of national in- 
terest and its members 
ought to convey their views 
to the Israeli parliamenta- 
rians whp present various 
political shades in the 
Israeli society. At least 
those parliament members, 
who voted for the peace 
treaty with Israel, should 
have come forward to de- 
mand tht the Israeli gov- 
ernment comply with the 
requirements of just peace 
if security and stability are 
to be restored. 

Taher Al Adwan. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, cal- 
led on the Arabs to beware 
the Israeli Likud Party, 
which could assume power 


implementing programmes 
drawn np by the opposition 
Likud Party. This means 
that the two parties in 
Israel are two faces of the 
same coin and outbidding 
one another in imposing 
repressive measures on the 
Palestinian people, said 
Mr. Rimawi. Mr. Rabin's 
meeting with the Arab 
leaders in Cairo seems to 
have given him further self- 
confidence in his repressive 
policies because no sooner 
bad he returned home than 
he declared stricter mea- 
sures to be imposed on the 
Palestinian people, said the 
writer. 

Tareq Masarweb, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i. said that 
the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian people are deeply 
frustrated over the atti- 
tudes of Israel and the Un- 
ited Slates vis-a-vis the 
peace process. In return for 
very limited financial assist- 
ance to the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA). 
the Israelis and the Amer- 
icans are gearing this au- 
thority towards imposing 
stricter measures to curb 
the attacks of those who 
oppose the peace with 
Israel, said the* writer. For 
Hs part, Jordan has been 
promised a' writing off of 
part of its foreign debts in 
exchange for serious com- 
mitments to workiong to- 


wards a new Middle East- 
ern economy which entails 
lifting all the boycott reg- 
ulations against Israel, said 
the writer. Israel expects its 
goods to flow freely into. 
Jordan and beyond but is 
reluctant to open its mar- 
kets for Arab goods, some- 
thing which, the writer 
said, can by no means 
achieve any justice or 
establish stability and 
peace. 

Ibrahim Al Absi. a writer 
in Al Ra’i, said that Israel 
has placed three land mines 
in toe way of peace and is 
challengiong the Arabs and 
defying the whole world 
through its adamant stand. 
The writer said one of the 
mines is represented in the 
Jewish settlement program- 
me, which is continuing 
against U.N. resolutions 
and in defiance of the 
world community. The 
second mine is represented 
in Israel's claim that the 
united city of Jerusalem re- 
main its eternal capital, 
thus making a mockery of 
-all U.N. resolutions which . 
dearly state that the east- 
ern part of the dty is an 
occupied territory, he said. 
The third mine is repre- 
sented in Israel’s refusal to 
sign the NPT, thus posing a' 
continuous threat to me 
Arab countries and world 
peace, according to the wri- 
ter. 

Mohammad Subeihi, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
called on the government 
to impose some sort of 
martial taw to stem the 
greed of the merchants dur- 
ing the month of Ramadan. 
The writer said that the 
government can issue “de- 
fence orders’* by which it 
can impose very severe 
punishments on manipula- 
tors and profiteers and save 
the limited-income groups 
and the needy from the 
endless rise in prices. The 
writer said official depart- 
ments concerned with deal- 
ing with the situation can 
join hands with the private 
organisations and volun- 
tary groups to put an end to 
this crime, ana it is the duty 
of all citizens to report 
violations. The writer said 
that the Ministry of Supply 
should be empowered to 
authorise the police to 
arrest violators: dose down 
stores and refer lire greedy 
merchants to court 



own time getting to them*. . 

It is with deep apprehension that many of us are 
watdrihg precious, days being lost. Under die new wono 
order or otherwise* regional conflicts are being settle so 
■last that the givens in -the international capital market are 
changing since new opportunities are «nergjng in many 
parts of the world for the right investor with the right 
approach. For instance, can or will Jordan offer the same 
climate . and incentive as Brazil? For South Africa or 
Vietnam, for that matter? Whether we like it or not, these . 
are realities in the scene today and it is our job to transform 
ourselves. into a totally new economic phase where practi- 
calities dictate our course. . - 

- We are not«hoit of highly skilled young people to -take 
die helm of our new -course -arid steer- us towards new 
horizons where our country could really reap the benefits 
of peace. Taking our; own time in. designating the right 
people is indeed inevitable, but those decisions have also to 
be compatible with the speed of international develop- 
ments. - 

As U.S. Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown pointed out 
on Wednesday, Jordan has taken positive steps, but It 
needs to do more, whether in terms of revamping customs 
duties or in changing legislation that protects copyright and 
intellectual property rights. Well, these are decisions that 
the government has to adopt, while keeping in dear sight 
the very interest of the nation. The course that is right for 
Jordan need not necessarily be m the precise direction that 
the U.S. or any other country for that matter might want os 
to take. But we do have to listen die international voices, 
whether from the East or West and weigh our options 
carefully, but quickly. Time is riot on our-stdei 


Nightmare route to 


The ‘summit of hope’ has left 
limited . options for the 
Palestinians, Nabil Shaath tells 
Robert Fisk in Cairo 


WHEN NABIL. Shaath 
starts talking about the 
“third option’’ — the 
“ni ghtmar e option” as he 
calk it — yoa rcafise bow 
close the Arab-Israeli 
“peace” has come to col- 
lapse. The third option is 
what he calls “total con- 
flirt,” the collapse of die 
Palestinian authority in 
Gaza and Jericho, a return 
to the intifada, all-out war 
between Arab and Jew. “In 
die event of die third op- 
tion,” he says, “the odds 
are on a very Woody con- 
flict (hat would not be tike 
it was before — 1 both par- 
ties would , resort to brutalir; 
ties..., mifitaiit Islamists will 
have grounds for recruiting 
even more suicide bom- 
bers." 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat’s closest 
adviser speaks eloquently, 
fearfully, of this option. 
His remaining optimism is 
almost as brave as his abil- 
ity to fear die worst. . 

Management consultant, 
publisher, philatelist, Mr. 
Shaath is having to contem- 
plate failure ever more, fre- 
quently. “The peace pro- 
cess is in deep trouble” be 
says, “And if it collapses, 
what will happen?" You 
realise then that the PLO 
has been talking about just 
such a possibility, dial they 
have been staring into the 
darkness for the first time. 

The Arab-Israeli “sum- 
mit of hope" in Cairo has 
not fooled the Palestinians. 
No date was set for long- 
postponed Palestinian elec- 
tions on the West Bank, no 
date agreed for further 
Israeli “redeployment," no 
promises made of an end to 
Jewish settlement on Arab 
land. Mr. Shaath’s nimble 
mind has therefore been 
moving between the best 
arid worst of all posable 
worlds, acknowledging fai- 
lure and contemplating 
hope while excoriating 
those Palestinians who 
choose to oppose him. 

“There are now three 
possible outcomes. The 
first is an alternative peae 
process in which we would 
go straight to the' final set- 
tlement (talks on Jerusalem 
and Jewish settlements, the 
return of 1948 and 1967 
Palestinain refugees), 
abandoning the interim set- 
tlement (elections and 


So far, the interim pro- 
cess has failed. On both 
sides, it has failed, he says. 
“This interim stage was in- 
tended to improve die cli- 
mate and bund confidence 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis. But it is deepening 
the lack of confidence m 
the agreement.... The 
Israelis have been -unable 
to abandon their colonial 
attitude." 

Sitting in his Cairo office 
Mr. Shaath has rarely been 
so forthright. “The interim 
stage has not changed the. 
image of Palestinians in 
Israeli eyes nor vice-vena. 
We were not able to give 
them more security. From 
their point of view, another 
Beit Lid (suicide bombing). 


will be the end of the road. 
From our point of view, 
more settlements are the 
end of the road.. The idea 
of moving straight to 
permanent status discus- 
sions is gaining .ground 
even in Israel.” 

The. second option, Mr. 
Shaath says, is “to live with 
closure, mis wall of separa- 
tion, for a while until some- 
thing changes the balance 
■of power, which means the 
Israelis will damp down a 
new closure (oh the West 
Bank and Gaza) until a 
. new process has been 
•found. We would, have to 
^fraild our relationships- *>' 
-.Egypt and Jordan-and build 
an economy that, is self- 
sufficient for a while. We 
are working on this very 
fact." 

. And then be comes back 
to option three “if number 
three ever takes place, it 
would eventually lead to a 
redefinition of the peace 
proebss. Bnt it would 
meanwhile produce no- 
thing for us and nothing for 
the Israelis. It would des- 
troy both our goals of 
peace until it was replaced 
by something better. It 
wnrid mean the collapse of 
the Palestinian authorities 
and resort to resistance 
again.” 

When asked how serious- 
ly he has contemplated this 
nightmare, he admits that 
he — though not Mr. Ara- 
fat’s “cabinet" — has con- 
- templated a mass resigna- 
tion of the Palestinian au- 
thority, which would re- 
main in Gaza bnt perhaps 
go underground. And he 
launches into a bitter attack 
on those Palestinians who, 
he believes, wish the peace 
process to-fail. 

“The intellectual opposi- 
tion wants to make us 
. look... incapable of meet- 
ing the Israelis at their own 
level of -sophistication and 
connivance. Would they 
rather see a Bosnia or a 
Chechenya in Palestine? In 
the post-Soviet era, UN in- 
_ tervention has jirst stabil- 
ised the status qno in 
favour of the physically 
stronger party. 

“Most of (the- Islamic 
militants) Hamas's actions 
directed against the Israelis 
are in fact directed against 
us, to make us hit at them, 
to foment civil war or to 
make us look ; imp o t ent to 
the Israels." - 

Mr. Shaath is now de- 
manding the “Egyptian 
model" for peace. “Egypt 
took every Jewish settler 
and every settlement out 
and this produced a real 
peace. And in the West 
Bank, every settler and ev- 
ery settlement has got to 
8 °;" 

Jerusalem can be a capit- 
al for two nations, he says, 
“If the United States recogr 
irises all Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, that win 
end the peace process.” He 
even talks about returning 
1948 refugees to Galilee, 
inside Israel itself. . 


The Independent. . 
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The Islamic Revolution : The miracle of the century 


In The Name of Allah, 
The Merciful, The 
Compassionate 
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THE ELEVENTH of 
February marks the 
anniversary of a Revolution 
that gained victory in 1979 
and revived a new life for 
the Iranian people. 

On Feb. 11. Islam was 
reborn, the genuine Islam 
that invites not only the 
Muslims, but also the fol- 
lowers of divine religions 
and the entire human 
beings, disregarding the 
race and the nationality, to 
peace, friendship and 
coexistence. 

This Revolution brought 
good hopes for a society, 
whose exemplary security 
has created the most ideal 
climate for a social coexist- 
ence. 

Jewish. Christian. 
Zoroastrian and other reli- 
gious minorities living in 
Iran enjoy equal social 
rights with Muslims. Ira- 
nian people are of Aryan 
origin, but they have mixed 
with other ethnic groups 
like Arabs, Turks, Kurds 
and Lors in the course of 
history. Nevertheless, 
ethnic groups like Kurds. 
Lors. Arabs. Turks, 
Baluchies and Turkmenians 
speak their own language 
beside the country's official 
language (Persian) while 
preserving their cultural in- 
dependence. 

it is for the blessing of 
this Revolution that today 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has been termed as the is- 
land of peace and stability 
in the Middle East, while in 
some regional countries so- 
cial tensions, sectarian 
strife, and civil turmoil have 
become an increasing 
trend. The Islamic Repubic 
of Iran that owes its victory 
to the sacrifices offered and 
the blood shed by the brave 
and valiant youth of this 
land, survived all sorts of 
machinations, ranging from 
the imposed war, economic 
blockade, and the freezing 
of Iranian assets. Furth- 
ermore no incident of anv*' 
magnitude whether devas- 
tating earthquake, or then' 
colossal floods or even the 
sorts of problems that are 
associated with the Third 
World countries, the least 
of which are the economic 
constraints, have withered 
the resoluteness of the Re- 
volution to bring about the 
ideal society it has promised 
to the great natign of Iran 
and its future generations. 
A - society that encourages 
its entire members to de- 
votedly, and dynamically 
pursue construction in all 
social, economic, cultural 
and other various fields of 
activity, and to found a 
modem politico-social sys- 
tem, on the basis of the 
Islamic tenets that will put 
an end to suppression, in- 
justice, corruption and de- 
cadence, and to present 
that system to the world 
community, particularly the 
Islamic World. A society, 
where even the prisons 
have been converted into 
educational centres for-con-. 
victs to attend different 
vocational training courses, 
and become useful 
citizens. 


AH such achievements 
were made possible in Iran 
because of the blessing and 
the impression the Islamic 
Revolution on the Iranian 
people. There is no doubt 
that the strong belief and 
conviction of the govern- 
ment of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran in politico- 
economic development the 
rise leadership of the late 
leader of the Islamic Re- 
volution. Imam Khomaini 
(peace be upon him) and 
his rightful successor. 
Ayatollah Khamenie, and 
also the timely initiatives 
and decisions adopted by 
His Excellency Mr. Rafsan- 
jani the Honourable Presi- 
dent of Islamic Republic of 
Iran, have been very in- 
strumental in such accom- 
plishments. 

During the past years the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has 
given shelter to millions of 
refugees from neighbouring 
countries. Due to unending 
tension in those countries, 
there has been a sharp in- 
crease in the influx of re- 
fugees. and presently the 
Islamic Republic of Ir an is 
hosting the greatest number 
of refugees in the world, 
and has so far provided the 
best possible services -to 
these refugees with its li- 
mited resources, receiving 
the least amounts of inter- 
national assistance com- 
pared with what is made 
available to the other coun- 
tries. From political point 
of view, the Islamic Repub- 
lic has pursued its indepen- 
dent foreign policy, and 
heedless of the big world 
powers, zealously cam-' 
paigning for the establish’ 
ment of peace and tranquil- 
ity in the region and has 
always advocated this noble 
idea that expansionist poli- 
cies have to be removed 
from the global equations. 
The Islamic Republic of 
Iran continuously insists on 
detente at global level, and 
u.at regional level particularly 
in Middle East Central Asia 
;?and the Caucasus, on the 
basis of U.N. Charter and 
international law and con- 
ventions. The Islamic Re- 
public of Iran strongly be- 
lieves that on the basis of 
the principle of self- 
determination, aggression 
and violation of the rights 
of other nations, have to be 
ended and their mother- 
lands have to be liberated 
from foreign occupation. It 
is also of the opinion that 
differences and disputes be- ' 
tween countries have to be 
settled peacefully through 
negotiations and under- 
standing. 

The statesmen of the Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran have 
devotedly worked for 
achieving prosperity and 
economic growth, in' spite 
^of all difficulties and ex- 
isting shortages and the 
complicated conditions in 
world politics. A thorough 
analysis of the performance 
of the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is 
'required here to give a • 
brighter picture of the 
accomplishments. Review- 
ing the performance of the 


Iranian government during 
the 5 Years Plan of Econo- 
mic and Socio- Cultural De- 
velopment in its entirety 
woud not be possible 
through these limited 
pages, hence a summary of 
what has been done will be 
presented as follows: t. 

1. Reconstruction of war 
stricken areas that include 
five provinces, tens of big 
and small cities, hundreds 
of thousands of residential 
quarter, factories, indus- 
tries, hospitals, bridges, 
educational centres etc., 
and especially the recon- 
structions of Abadan and 
Khurmshahr. 

2. Reconstruction of 
quake-stricken areas in 
Gilan and Zanjan pro- 
vinces. 

3. The government 
embarked on a huge prog- 
ramme to extend health ser- 
vices to even the remotest 
areas of the . . country. , the 
result of which is more than 
4340 new clinics, 2,810 new 
health care centres for 
medical treatment in rural 
areas were constructed, and 
more than 827,000 children 

" under 6 years of age were 
covered by the immunisa- 
tion system. In addition to 
"that - mbre'lhan 1300_new 
clinks were established for 
woHcers. The infant moral- 
ity rate of decreased from 
45 to 35 for every one 
thousand. The mortality 
rate of the mothers was also 
reduced by half compared 
with the previous figure. 
Proper plans were also 
formulated and carried out 
to eradicate deadly dis- 
eases. 

4. With the success 
obtained in population con- 
trol during the first plan, 
according to which the 
population growth grate 
was reduced from 3.27 to 
237. now it is hoped that 
growth rate will be reduced 
by 1.87 at the end of the 
second plan. 

5. The number of uni- 
versity professors and in- 
structors at medical schools 
have been increased by 160 
per cent. The existence of 
18 million school and uni- 
versity students in this 
country of 56 million 
population in 1992 reveals 
that about a third of the 
total population are some- 
how taking pan in the pro- 
cess of education. 

6. In the agricultural 
field, there was a remark- 
able increase in wheat, rice, 
sugar beet, cotton and cere- 
al production. This gained 
the country Sll billion 
annually. While 28 per cent 
of the country's manpower 
are engaged in agriculture, 
agricultural productions 
comprise 30 per cent of 
non-oil export of the coun- 
try. The average growth 
rate during the first four 
years in agriculture sector 
was 6.3 per cent. 

7. During the first five- 
year development plan 
some of the largest invest- 
ments in the history of Iran 
materialised one after the 
other. They included Ban- 
dar Imam Petrochemical 
Complex. Arak Perroche- 
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mical Complex, the Copper 
manufacturing complex in 
Sar Cheshmah, and the col- 
ossal Mobarake Steel Com- 
plex. In the First Develop- 
ment Plan, Iran witnessed 
many new projects that 
contributed to the recon- 
struction. and development 
of the country. They ranged 
from the construction' of 
dams (Pishim, Jiroft and 
Saveh) to building Shahid 
Rajai Power Plant in Qaz- 
vin. Gharepl Power Plant in 
Hamedan. Ramin Power in 
Ahwaz. reconstruction of 
Ahwaz Steel Industries, 
and the achievement of the 
great sugar blant in the 
south of Iran. 

Today. Iranian industries 
are going through an rapid 
coordinated growth in 
order to be able'to meet the 
country's requirements in 
the future. Only in the in- 
dustrial sector. Iranian in- 
dustries have had an aver- 
age annual growth of 12.7 
per cent during the years 
1988-1992. All this develop- 
ment has been achieved 
thanks to the implementa- 


tion of the new economic 
policy as provided in the 
first development plan of 
the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. Included in this policy 
are the renewed policy of 
privatisation, establishing 
profit mechanisms, an anti- 
monopoly economic policy 
and giving way to healthy 
competition. With the im- 
plementation of these poli- 
cies Iran's non-oil export in 
1992 has had a growth of 
12.9 per cent for carpet and 
38.3 per cent for agricultu- 
ral products. 

8. The Islamic Republic 
of Iran has about 4.S47 
kilometres of network of 
main roads and about 1.1 84 
kilometres of secondary 
commercial and industrial 
roads that traverse 16 pro- 
vinces. Presently. 3.705 
kilometres of main roads 
are also under construction. 

Presently, about 2,000 
kilomerres of railways 
tracks are under construc- 
tion and plans for S.000 
kilometres of railways 
throughout the vast area of 
Iran are being studies. 


Bafq-Bandar Abbas and 
Sarakhs-Mashhed railway 
projects will ultimately Jink 
east Asian and new inde- 
pendent republics to our 
railways network which will 
connect European network 
to Asia, and the east Asian 
network will link with the 
Sea of Oman and the Per- 
sian Gulf. 

9. Estimation of non-oil 
expons during the second 
Economic Development 
plan is about 24.5 billion 
which shows an increase of 
109 per cent compared to 
the total value of non-oil 
expons during the First De- 
velopment plan which was 
estimated at SI 1.717 bil- 
lion. 

Iran's oil reserves are 
estimated at 89 billion bar- 
rels which equals to 10 per 
cent of the total global re- 
serve. Meanwhile Iran's 
natural gas resources is one 
of the largest in the Middle 
East and second in the 
world, it is estimated at 17 
trillion square feet. These 
two natural products are 
the main sources of re- 


venues. Iran attaches spe- 
cial importance to the con- 
sumption of natural gas be- 
cause it is more economical 
and at the same time re- 
duces air pollution. Follow- 
ing the victory of Islamic 
Revolution more than 
1,250,000 new households 
and workshops have been 
connected to the home and 
industrial gas network. The 
Isfahan steel Mill is one of 
the establishments that use 
natural gas. The project for 
supplying gas to Europe, 
one of the biggest projects 
of Iranian oil industry, will 
provide a new source of 
energy for Eurpoean coun- 
tries. 

The Islamic Republic of 
Iran, while playing its con- 
structive role at the econo- 
mic, social and cultural are- 
nas. is also committed and 
determined to contribute to 
the advancement of human 
civilisation. To this end. de- 
spite the constraints and 
pressure by the arrogant 
world powers the govern- 
ment has taken fun- 
damental strides in better- 


ment of economic, social, 
cultural condition and en- 
couraging wider participa- 
tion of people in the politic- 
al life of the country. To 
achieve the high ideais and 
goals of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion, we need to have peace 
and stability in the region, 
particularly in the Persian 
Gulf and the Sea of Oman. 
For this reason. Iran, as a 
peace-loving power, seeks 
to establish amicable rela- 
tions with other countries, 
to promote peace and 
security in this strategic re- 
gion and believes regional 
security should be main- 
tained by the country of the 
region wnthout the interven- 
tion of outside forces. The 
government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has been 
constructively involved in 
resolution on crises 3nd 
hostilities in the proximity 
of its geographical bound- 
aries which clearly demons- 
trate our desire for world 
peace and our belief in the 
peaceful resolution of con- 
flicts among nations and 
governments. 


Israel completes pullout 
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(Continued from page 1) 

peace process. 

Standing atop a hill that 
overlooks the main Israeli 
highway to Lake Tiberias a 
few kilometres further north 
as the Golan mountains 
loomed in the background, 
the King said he saw no 
reason for Syria to resent the 
Jordanian success in regain- 
ing its rights and making 
peace with Israel. 

“I hope not,” said the King 
when asked whether he 
thought Syria was resenting 
or even “jealous” of the 
Jordanian success. “We faced 
up to our responsibilities and 
we hope that others will do 
the same,” he said. 

The King implicitly urged 
Syria to break the deadlock 
in its peace talks with Israel 
and accelerate the pace of 
negotiations. While ^the 
goodwill of all the world" was 
there to see Syria and Israel 
make peace, any settlement 
has to be worked out “(Erect- 
ly between the parties” them- 
selves, said the King. 

The King, who was accom- 

E 1 His Royal Highness 
Ali, Prune Minister 
Zefd Ben Shaker and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Abdul Hafez 
Mirai, added: “I hope they 


(the other Arabs involved in 
peace talks with Israel) will 
achieve what we have 
achieved and we will have 
peace in the region.” 

The peace treaty restored 
to Jordan all the land that 
was occupied by Israel In the 
north in 1950 and in the south 
after the 1967 war. A definite 
figure on the area restored to 
Jordanian territory would be 
known in terms of square 
kilometres only after the pro- 
cess of demarcation is com- 
pleted with concrete pillars 
along die borders. It oonld 
take several months, but the 
area is between 340 and 380 
square kilometres, officials 
said. 

The formal completion of 
Israel’s evacuation of the 
Jordanian land that began on 
Jan. 30 was marked in simnl- 
taneous ceremonies held near 
this northern Jordanian vil- 
lage and also in the southern 
A1 Gfaamar area. 

Brigadier-General Abed 
Khalaf, commander of the 
12th Royal Mechanised Divi- 
sion in the north, and Major- 
General Mohammad Milka- 
wi, commander of Jordan’s 
southern region based in 
Aqaba, met with their Israeli 
counterparts near the new 
marked borders and took 
over the evacuated territories 


and moved their units for- 
ward. 

The 832-dunum plot in the 
north, occupied by Israel 
since 1950, offers Jordan 
strategic access to the congru- 
ence of the Yarmeuk and 
Jordan rivers. The newly 
marked border places the 
Jordanian fence about two 
kilometres westwards, in- 
cluding an area where Israelis 
from a nearby kibbutz have 
been tilling. 

Under the peace treaty, 
Jordan will allow the Israeli 
farmers to enter the area and 
continue their fanning activi- 
ties for a period of 25 years. 

Annex I (b) of the peace 
treaty stipulates that the two 
sides recognise “that in the 
area which is under Jorda- 
nian sovereignty with Israel 
private land ownership 
rights,” and Jordan will give 
“unimpeded entry to, exit 
from land, (and) usage and 
movement within the area to 
the landowners and their in- 
vitees ... and allow the land- 
owners freely to dispose of 
their land in accordance with 
the applicable Jordanian 
law.” 

In return, Israel under- 
takes “not to cany out or 
allow to be carried out in the 
area activities prejudicial to 
the peace or security of Jor- 
dan,” not to allow unautho- 
rised persons to enter the 


area or anyone to “carry 
weapons of any kind in the 
area; unless authorised by the 
licensing authorities in Jor- 
dan ... (and) not to allow the 
dumping of waste from out- 
side this area.” 

Several Israeli farmers and 
kibbutz residents among the 
□early 300 Israelis gathered 
for the signing of Jordanian- 
Israeli cooperation agree- 
ments at a ceremony on the 
Israeli side of the border, said 
they felt the return of the 
land to Jordan was .worth the 
peace that Israel now has 
with its eastern neighbour. 

“To be frank, I feel bad 
that now I need special per- 
mits to enter an area we 
have been fanning for many 
years,” said Yonathan Atler, 
a resident of Ashdod Yacov, 
about two kilometres from 
the Jordanian border. 

“But, the land is being 
returned to Jordanian 
sovereignty for the good 
cause of peace, and that is 
more important,” he added. 
“We are happy that peace 
has been achieved.” 

Shilo, a 15-year-old school- 
girl, also irom Ashdod 
Yacov, said as she enthusias- 
tically waved Jordanian and 
Israeli flags: "We are very 
pleased that there will no 
longer be any wars. I hope to 
make friends with Jordanian 
children.” 


The history of the land 


(Continued from page 1) 
ity of Jordan. The sites will 
not be used for military 
purposes and no one will be 
allowed to cany weapons 
except with Jordanian gov- 
ernment permission under 
the existing licensing proce- 
dures for firearms in the 
Kingdom. 

The 830 dunums in the 
north have no relation with 
a 6.000-dunum plot where 
the Palestine Electricity 
Company (owned by the 
Jewish Agency, the prede- 
cessor of Israel), operated 
a hydroelectric power 
plant. The plant was built 
and operated under a con- 
cession granted by the Brit- 
ish mandate authorities in 
1926 in the personal name 
of Pinhas Rothenburg — 
thus the area came to be 
known as the Rothenburg 
project. 

Wasfi Bisharat. a Jorda- 
nian entrepreneur, had also 
sought the concession, but 
the mandate authorities 
assured him that, nearby 
Jordanian areas will be sup- 
plied by the Palestine Elec- 
tricity Company, which is 
now the Israeli Electricity 
Company. 

The Rothenburg project 
involved building a diver- 


sion canal from the River 
Yarmouk for the hyd- 
roelectric plant. Rothen- 
burg purchased the sur- 
rounding land and laun- 
ched the project which 
started operations in 1932. 

While the pre- 
Rothenburg ownership of 
the land could not be estab- 
lished on a dunum-to- 
dunum basis, “there was 
nothing illegal about the 
purchase," said Dr. Had- 
dadin. “All the prevailing 
laws and regulations were 
followed.” 

The Rothenburg project 
was closed down in 1938 
“because of financial and 
technical reasons," said 
Dr. Haddadin. Israel had 
not pushed into the 832 
dunums situated directly 
opposite to the Rothenburg 
project in 1950 “not be- 
cause of the importance of 
tiie hydroelectric project" 
since the entire project was 
destroyed in the 1948 war. 
he said. 

Obviously Israel wanted 
to deny Jordan access to 
the congruence of the Jor- 
dan and Yarmouk rivers. 

Today, one can see the 
WTecked ruins of the hyd- 
roelectric plant on the di- 
verted canal and the 


bombed out shells of 
thousands of housing units 
which were once occupied 
by Rothenburg employees. 
The trunks of hundreds of 
palm trees surrounding the 
hydro-electric plant remain 
black, a reminder of the 
ferocity of the 1948 war. 

The plant has been strip- 
ped of every valuable piece' 
of metal; a result of the 
large-scale looting that 


went hand-in-hand with the 
war. 

The ownership of the 
Rothenburg land was set- 
tled with the peace treaty 
and the land now belongs 
to the Jordanian govern- 
ment. 

A proposal to develop 
the area as a touristic spot, 
with hotels and an artificial 
lake, is very much on the 
table. 


Kabariti heads for Washington 


(Continued from page ll 
work with (the Arab and 
Israeli sides) to define politic- 
al mechanisms to give real 
meaning to the Cairo declara- 
tion in die politica 1 , economic 
and security fields.” 

The official was referring 
to a communique issued by 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Mr. Arafat Mr. 
Rabin and His Majesty King 
Hussein after their landmark 
summit in the Egyptian capit- 
al on Feb. 2. 

The Cairo declaration 
emphasised the Arab and 
Israeli commitment to mak- 
ing peace and implementing 
the agreements already 
reached. They particularly 
emphasised the "urgency of 
taking the necessary mea- 
sures" to advance the Israel- 
PLO agreement. 


The declaration also ex- 
pressed the leaders' commit- 
ment to oppose “bloodshed, 
terror and violence in the 
region," supported the Egyp- 
tian call for making the Mid- 
dle East a zone free of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
agreed to enhance coopera- 
tion, encourage joint projects 
and attract international pri- 
vate investment, and reaf- 
firmed their resolve to set up 
a regional development bank. 
• 

American officials have 
not been fully forthcoming in 
how they thought the Cairo 
declaration could be im- 
plemented. In a regular press 
briefing on Thursday, State 
Department acting spokes- 
woman Christine Shelly said 
she could not provide any 
details about Sunday’s meet- 
ing. 
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Peace with Israel not enough for Arab investment boom — study 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The end of long-standing 
hostility between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours 
will improve investment in 
the Middle East but will 
not be enough to spur a 
major capital influx, an 
official study has said. 

Although peace will end 
nearly 46 years of conflict, 
the region will remain 
tense unless Arabs patch 
up their internal rifts and 
improve relations with 
neighbouring Iran and 
Turkey, said the study by 


the Kuwaiti-based Arab 
Corporation for Invest- 
ment Guarantee (ACIG). 

The study obtained here 
said five major wars be- 
tween Israel and Arab 
states had severely 
harmed development in 
the region due to the 
heavy human and finan- 
cial losses and expenditure 
on weapons by the war- 
ring parties. 

“The end of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict will lead to 
an improvement in the in- 
vestment climate and con- 


sequently a greater capital 
inflow.” it said. 

“But such a peace is not 
the only factor that could 
trigger a capital influx. 
Arab states should iron 
out their differences and 
resolve existing dispute 
between them and neigh- 
bouring countries,” it 
added. 

“Unless Arabs establish 
ties based on mutual re- 
spect and good- 
neighbourliness with the 
countries which have re- 
gional ambitions, like Iran 


and Turkey, those dis- 
putes will remain a source 
of tension and instability 
in the area,” the study 
pointed out. 

Relations between Iran 
and its Arab Gulf neigh- 
bours have been tense 
over a territorial dispute 
with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and reli- 
gious and ideological dis- 
agreements with Saudi 
Arabia. 

Gulf states are also 
wary of Iran’s armament 
programme, including the 


purchase of Russian sub- 
marines. 

Turkey has maintained 
strong links with Gulf na- 
tions, but it has been lock- 
ed in a dispute with neigh- 
bouring Iraq and Syria 
over sharing the waters of 
the Euphrates river. 

The Kurdish problem 
has also been a source of 
tension between Turkey 
and Iraq, as Ankara 
claims that Kurdish guer- 
rillas axe using bases in 
Iraq. 

ACIG, which was set up 


by the Arab League 15 
years ago to encourage 
investment among its 22 
members, said regional 
states also needed to pur- 
sue economic reforms to 
attract domestic and fore- 
ign capital. 

“Politics is not the only 
factor in attracting invest- 
ment, as the economic fac- 
tor is equally important. 
Investors always look for 
security as well as for pro- 
fit, which cannot be 
achieved without a strong 
economy,” it said. 


It noted that capital 
flow to Arab nations- had 
sharply declined after 
19S5 as the economies of 
most members slowed 
down due to low oil 
prices. It said Arab oil 
income plummeted from 
$213 trillion in 1980 to $53 
billion in 1986. 

“This led to a sharp 
downturn in the economy, 
with the annual average 
growth in the gross 
domestic product standing 
at 1.7 per cent in the late 
1980s, compared with 4.7 


billiol 


per cent in other d 
mg countries,” the 
said. 

ACIG estimated 
Arab investment* 
around $12.2 
covering, 5,297 pro} 
Nearly $7.8 billion are 
vested by Saudi 
and its five partners in 
Golf Cooperation 
(GCC). 

The figure is dwarfed 
total Arab assets of 
tween $600 and $800 
lion, invested mainly 
the West. 


Dollar expected to strengthen over the next six months 


The following report , covering the period from Thurs- 
day , Feb. 2 , 1995 until Wednesday , Feb. 8 , 1995 was 
provided by Naser Nabuisi ', private client group at 
Merriil-Lynch in Dubai. 


Overview 

Fundamental View: A weaker-than-expected U.S. employ- 
ment report last Friday sparked rallies in U.S. stock and 
bond markets and in the dollar as investors took the report as 
a sign that U.S. growth is slowing and there will be less need 
for further rate hikes by the Fed. Rate hikes tend to erode 
the value of stock and bond assets and therefore can have a 
negative effect on the dollar even though rate hikes are 
normally a net positive for the dollar by increasing the return 
on U.S. money market assets and decreasing the threat of 
inflation. 

We continue to expect the Fed to raise rates at least one 
more time and look for the dollar to strengthen over the next 
six months. Dollar strength should come from a number of 
sources including wider spread between U.S. and foreign 
short rates, a marked slowdown in U.S. capital outflows, and 
a potential increase in inflows as investors appear to be 
increasing their risk aversion to the high-yielding markets. 

Additional support for the dollar should also come in the 
form of decreased fears of a meltdown in the Mexican 
market and a spillover into other emerging markets. Many 
emerging markets, particularly the Asian markets, have 
sizable dollar reserves and a run on their currency will 
prompt dollar sales. 

Our three-and six-month forecast for the yen is JPY/USD 
105 and for the mark is DM/USD 1.60-IO-1.65. 

Technical View: Improved sentiment and constructive short 
term momentum continued to help the U.S. dollar as the 
greenback rallied against five of the six major currencies that 
we discuss. The Canadian dollar was the only one to rally 
against the U.S. currency. As a result, the U.S. dollar index 
recorded its second straight weekly gain with a rally of 0.7 
per cent. Short term momentum is in an uptrend, allowing 
for further strength. 

Thus, even though medium term oscillators are toppy. the 
prospects for a rally are likely to postpone the developing 
peak. Nonetheless, we will monitor the extent of the current 
rally since the next short term peak may also be a more 
important medium term top. Support is at 86.90. then the 
October low at 84.91 . Important resistance remains in the 
89.00-91.00 area. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: The Japanese yen is currently trading 
near JPY/USD 99.4 but we think there is a good case for yen 
weakness over the next few months, though we maintain our 
longer-term outlook for yen strength. The short-term in- 
terest rate spread between the U.S.. and Japan is strongly 
supportive of the U.S. dollar with the 3-month interest rate 
spread just under 400 basis points and the 12-month spread 
nearly 440 basis points. Furthermore, those spreads are 
likely to be even wider should, as we expect, the Fed 
increase rales again. Conversely, the Hanshin earthquake in 
Japan will dampen growth in the near-term and force the 
Bank of Japan to keep rates low until at least the third or 
fourth quarter. Looking ahead, however, this spread should 
begin to narrow and erode support for the dollar. In the third 
quarter, the multiplied effect of the rebuilding process 
should boost Japanese growth to close to a six per cent rate 
putting upward pressure on Japanese short rates. 

The spread between real U.S. and Japanese rates should 
also narrow in the second half as strong growth and increased 
bond issuance put upward pressure on Japanese long rates. 


However, the most important variable for determining the 
yen-dollar exchange rate is the cumulative current account 
surplus and whether or not it is being fully recycled in the 
form of net capital outflows from Japan. The current account 
surplus for 1995 is expected to fall to S97 billion from S130 
billion in 1994, but it remains to be seen whether or not 
Japanese net capital outflows can come even close to 
matching this pace. 

We maintain our three- and six-month outlook for 
JPY/USD 105 and our 12-month outlook of JPY/USD 95. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen fell 0.5 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Feb. 3. The sentiment 
background for the currency has begun to deteriorate and is 
moving away from its recent oversold readings. Benchmark 
support remains at 100.80-101.80 Y/U.S.S and. with short 
term momentum exerting downward pressure, that support 
may be tested again over the near term. However, medium 
term oscillators are nearing oversold readings, suggesting 
that any nearby weakness may be the prelude to a more 
sustainable rally (support by tioth shorty and medium term 
oscillators) later on. If so, this would suggest a more severe 
challenge of the 96-97 area (and possibly beyond) once the 
current weakness runs its course. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental View: The dollar enjoyed a sustained rally 
against the mark over the last week as the U.S. raised 
interest rates and a bener-than -expected employment report 
caused rallies in U.S. stock and bond markets. The mark is 
currently trading near DM/USD 1.53 compared to DM/USD 
1.51 where it had been trading for the last couple of weeks. 
Still, the mark remains strong compared to its December low 
of DM/USD 1.58. 

Looking ahead, we expect the mark to return to trade near 
DM/USD 1 .60 over the next three months as the short-term 
interest rate spread between the U.S. and Germany con- 
tinues to widen. Also supporting the dollar is a marked 
slowdown in U.S. net portfolio capital outflows. 

In 1990-92. these outflows averaged less than $12.5 billion 
per quarter or $50 billion at an annual rate. In 1993. net 
outflows surged and were as high as S41 billion in the 
third-quarter, or nearly SI 65 billion at an annual rate. 
However, by the second-half of 1994. net outflows began to 
slow materially and are now close to their 1 990-92 "pace. 

Indeed, it is possible that portfolio capital inflows will 
outweigh outflows in the first-quarter of this year, particular- 
ly if investors become more risk adverse to some of the 
high-yield markets and lean towards core-market assets. Our 
three-six- and 12-month forecast remains at DM-USD 1.60. 
165. 160. respectively. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark fell 0.8 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment continues to deteriorate 
and is now near overbought. Medium term oscillators appear 
to have bottomed, but short term momentum is heading 
lower. This suggest that the currency is in the early stages of 
a near term decline and that this decline will serve to relieve 
the building medium term pressures and carry the medium 
term oscillators to better oversold levels. 

In the meantime, nearby resistance exists at 1.492-1.509 
DM/USS. At this point. 1.58 is benchmark support, although 
there is intervening support at 1.542-1.582. Against the yen. 
the D-mark rallied 0.8 peT cent last week. Resistance exists 
at 66.60 with important trendline support near 63.50 64.00. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: The British pound continued to weaken 
against a rejuvenated dollar, dropping below USD/GBP 1.65 
to trade around USD/GBP 1.56. The pound also weakened 
against the mark, dropping to DM/GBP 2.38. The Chancel- 
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lor of the Exchequer Kenneth Qarke announced the 
decision to raise base rates by 50 basis points at the Feb. 2 
monetary meeting between the Bank of England governor 
and the chancellor of the exchequer. While widening the 
U.K.-German nominal spread, the rate hike failed to boost 
the pound which continues to be weak against the DM. 
Political uncertainty surrounding Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's tenuous hold on power appears to be weighing down 
the pound. 

Our U.K. economists are not convinced that Major's 
political troubles will push the pound significantly lower. The 
widening U.K.-German interest differential and sound U.K. 
fundamentalists are expected to dominate political uncer- 
tainty and drive the pound towards our 12-month forecast of 
DM/GBP 2.50. 

Technical View: The British pound fell 1.6 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Feb. 3. and was the 
weakest currency among the six we most regularly discuss. 
Sentiment has moved into overbought territory. While short 
term momentum has peaked at near overbought levels, 
medium term indicators are improving. Thus, any nearby 
weakness will probably only serve to postpone the creation 
of a more important bottom. 

A rally decisively through 1.602 U.S.$/£ could well signal 
an eventual challenge of the 1994 high at SI. 638. Nearby 
support is SI. 561. with benchmark support at $1,544-1.550. 

Against the DM. sterling fell 0.9 per cent last week. 
Despite recent deterioration, momentum is still only neutral, 
suggesting an upcoming test of the August low at 2.378. 
Resistance exists at 2.435, then above 2.46. 

Swiss franc 

Fundamental View: The Swiss franc, like the Deutschemark. 
fell against the dollar in the latest week to 5.F./USD 1.30 
compared to S.F./USD 1.28 a week ago. The franc was also 
slightly weaker against the mark, but continued to trade near 
S.F./DM 0.85. For more than a month, the franc, like the 
Deutschemark. was supported by its “safe haven” status, but 
demand for that purpose appears to have slowed now that 
the Mexican market crisis appears to be under control. If the 
Mexican crisis had continued and there were another run on 
other emerging market currencies, there might have been 
sizable dollar reserve sales which would have weighed 
heavily on the dollar. The international support package for 
Mexico greatly alleviated these fears and investors will 
probably be more inclined to invest in dollar assets again. 

Our outlook is for continued franc depreciation and we 
expect the franc to trade at S.F/USD 1 .38 and DM/USD 0.66 
in I2-month*s time. . ; • 

Canadian dollar 

Fundamental View: The rally in U.S. stock and bond 
markets last Friday caused a rally in the Canadian markets 
which gave the C5 a much needed boost. Currently, the C$ is 
trading at a six-week high of C$/US$ 1.395. We also remain 
optimistic but caution that it is important to see the details of 
the budget before concluding that Canada is safe from falling 
inio a “debt-trap." 

Meanwhile, the Bank of Canada continues to be suppor- 
tive of the CS and raised their overnight money rate by 50 
basis points to match the U.S.. rate increase. 

Our outlook continues to be one of caution in the 
near-term as we wait to see the details of the budget and 
some caution in the medium-term as politics heat up again. 
However, we remain optimistic about the longer-term due to 
economic fundamentals: 

Our Canadian analyst. Karim Basta, looks for the C$ to 
trade near CS/USS1.38 in three-months, CS/USS1.34 in 
six-months and CS/USS 1.28 in twelve months. 

Technical View: The Canadian dollar gained 1.1% against 
the U.S. dollar last week, making it the strongest currency 
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WHAT THE KNITTING 
TEACH5K GAVE 
Hcf? STUDENTS. 


No* arrange the orcleO tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer “1 




Yesterday’s i JumWes - OUNCE CROON 


(Answers Monday) 
EMPLOY UTMOST 


I Answer: What the pitcher got from trispreatfiy 

manager — A SERMON ON THE MOUND 


among the six we most regularly discuss. Despite the 
strength, sentiment remains in oversold territory, althou 
initial signs of reversing are evident. 

Short term momentum term oscillators. Thus, the bot 
building process is under way and may require the comj 
tion of a rally/test sequence before the low is place. 

Support exists just below 1.42 C$/US$. then $1.44-11. 4 l 
G iven the extent of the September. 


Australian Dollar 


Fundamental View; The Australian dollar continues 
steady decline, dipping below the U.S.S/AS 0.75 level, the^’ 

first time since Nov. 8. The AS is currently tratfing 

USS/AS0.745. Concern over Australia’s widening 
account deficit is evidently beginning to take a toll on 
AS. The deficit widened 17% in December to a record $23,12 
billion, and the government revised its estimate for t begg- 
deficit for the fiscal year ending June 30 from $18 billion tosS’ 
$26 billion, nearly 6% of GNP. The AS failed to get support*# 
from the interest rate side when the RBA decided not tq^ 
raise interest rates at its board meeting on Tuesday, vy 
Also contributing to the AS woes are weakness 
commodity prices. Prices of base metals which account 
more than a third of Australia’s exports dropped on the^:, 
London Metal Exchange. Copper prices — which are high&5 , 
correlated with the AS — are now down 10% from 
highs, weakening one of the most important piUars ^-- 
support for the AS. Given all these negatives, we 
revised our forecast for the A$, lowening our * - 
forecast to U.S.S/AS 0.74. For now, our 12-m 
continues to be U.S.$/A$ 0.75. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foui 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The ideal day to begin any new 
that you have in mind. Be sure you contact those persons you 
to cooperate with you and set up appointments early. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The way in which yon handle yonr| 
credit and other important obligations today wfll either malm a good 
or bad im pr e s s i on on higher ops. Be sure that you make a good 
impression. : . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) By changing your attitude at this ' 

to a more friendly one, yon find mat you'll come to a reaH$ ■ 
unde r stand in g with most bnsinestf add personal contact. **- 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) Use that fine comradeship 
with dose ties now and you soon' find that much s u ppo r t and 
cooperation as well as understanding is yours. 

LEO: (July 22 to Aognst21) Shopping should be first on the agenda 
today, whether h is for the smallest personal items or buying a home 
car, or major parts, etc. 

VIRG O: (August 22 to September 22) This is the day to get together 
with associates who think straight and have much influence and can 
assist yon with personal marten of property or some new project you 
have m mind. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) By being less reserved, yon 
find tha t may will be attracted to you now and life becomes far 
more successful and happy. Make as many new contacts as you can 
this evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There’s every opportunity 
now to gamer the information you need secretly to help yon settle 
your affairs more wisely. Evening is good for social a 

SAG ITTA RIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Sodabflhy is die 
key word for today and tonight, so be sure to get an early start and 
can upon key people so that you can advance more quickly in your 
chosen career. 

CAP RICO RN: (December 22 to January 20) The right day to 
toudi whb those who can help you to greater success in your u— 
neki, but you most show that you have particular talents that are 
marketable. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) That fine mind is working' 
cteveriy now mid you are ridding yowsea of inhibitions, so this is die fe 
time today to take the step that will lead you in a more successful 5 
channel of life. J | 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Show that you are an upright £ 
citizen by getting taxes and other bills paid up well as aQ personal F 
and business debts that are currently pressing. This evening is 
for entertainment. 


Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 
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THE Daily Crossword 
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ACROSS 
I Extreme 
6 Jostle 
tl Ring siat 

14 Giant hunter of 
myth 

15 Sodaiite Mesta 

16 Fussy woman 

17 Bind 

19 Buittng nring 

20 Drunkard 

21 Balis&c missSe 
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25 Some grind 
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«nn 
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at “burned” prices. 
(Al Dustour). 


Amman stock market in Ramadan lethargy 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Prices and tur- 
nover dropped at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) last 
week as the lethargy of the 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan set in among inves- 
tors amid anticipation of a 
capital shift to the primary 
market for fresh issues, brok- 
ers said Friday. 

Among factors cited by the 
brokers for the obvious 
stagnation in the market were 
also the strict enforcement of 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) guidelines on commer- 
cial bank credits as well as the 
introduction of fresh stocks 


by some companies. 

The weekly report of the 
market said volume for the 
week ending Thursday was 
JD 3.4 million, down 15 per 
cent from the previous 
week's JD 4 million. 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies closed at 140.68 points 
after losing 1.6 points or 1.1 
points during the week, the 
report said. At one point 
during the week the index has 
dropped to 140.62 points. 

The separate sectoral in- 
dices showed that services 
sector shares lost 2.6 points 


(two per cent), industrial 
stock lost two points (1.6 ffcr 
cent), commerical bank 
shares lost 1.1 points, or 0.7 
per cent and insurance stock 
dosed 0.6 points or 0.5 per 
cent as trading came to an 
end for the week. 

Industrial stocks saw the 
largest turnover in sectoral 
trading during the week with 
JD 1.66 miih'on. followed by 
commerda! banks and finan- 
cial institutions with JD 1.21 
million, stocks of services 
sector companies with JD 
500.000 and insurance stock 
worth JD 21 ,000. 

The week saw stocks of 79 
companies changing hands. 
As trading dosed for the 
week, nine of them, most of 
them blue chips, showed 


gains; 56 dosed with 'losses 
and 14 remained stable with 
no change in their price. 

The Amman Financial 
Market lists nearly 12U com- 
panies with a total market 
value equity of about JD 3.6 
billion. 

About 20 of the 120 are 
new entities not listed for 
trading in the secondary mar- 
ket, awaiting the formalisa- 
tion of their'shares and offi- 
cial entry to the floor of their 
shares. Trading in those 
shares are classified as "para- 
llel market*' transactions but 
the volume is included in 
overall turnover in the week- 
ly reports. 

Brokers said most inves- 
tors were taking it easy dur- 
ing Ramadan, when Muslims 


fast from sunnse to sunset 
and observe shorter working 
hours, and hence the stagna- 
tion in the market. 

The drop in prices was 
attributed to investor fears 
that fresh issues planned, by 
commercial banks to meet 
the Central Bank directive to 
raise their capital to JD 20 
million would lead to major 
shifts from the secondary 
market to the primary mar- 
ker. Brokers said investors 
did not appear to be taking in 
the fact that the Central Bank 
had given the commerda! 
banks until end of 1996 to 
meet with the capital require- 
ment. 

Another reason for the de- 
cline was tightened credit 
policies imposed by the Cen- 
tral Bank. Under the poli- 


cies, no bank is allowed to 
lend more titan 10 per cent of 
its capita! and reserves to an 
individual account. Earlier, 
the credit line was 25 per cent 
2 nd the Central Bank did not 
strictly enforce the regula- 
tions. In the new year, the 
CBJ informed commercial 
banks that violators had until 
end of February to correct 
their accounts or face puni- 
tive action in the form of 
additional mandatory de- 
posits in the Central Bank. 

In general, brokers said, an 
improvement in overall trad- 
ing and prices at the* stock 
market could be expected 
only after rhe Ramadan holi- 
days and later in March when 
many companies are ex- 
pected to announce their for- 
mal annual figures for 1994. 


•V V -'.V K **»A decfof* iD 425 to JD 210 . 

: .^Ung on Ziyad Al Sailal. a 
^ :;-V^ *oes are wholesaler, explains: 

a -A ira.tT* ‘ a k ^ich acc^' A trader buys goods from a 

- Cc~*C-'s>r.. ?0ns dropped t .factors' against cheques. But, 
_7 7-7 7 .• ‘'■f* — w hich apk.-being "under pressure to settle 
- "-L ’T." . * n 10 % pother financial obligations 

;.V„ 7**' ,sn Ponani r^which he cannot afford, the ' 
.7 7„ negatives, ig ; trader is forced to sell the 
.o^er.inn our u." products at a loss to raise 

\f ' “f r r ' "' I2 hb fa.- 0 ** 

Mr. Sailal adds: "We buy 

these products at a ‘burned 

OSCf^le — 'price' and we sell them at a 

— <*,*■**« g. -burned price'.” 

vTURDW FEBRUARY it ^ r - Sailal points out that 

_ 1,1 ® he cannot sell a television for 

“ ' ^'porer ^ JD 450 when his neighbour is j 

. _ selling it for JD 220. 

sir ? •= T- Mahmoud A! Abbadi. an 

; j- agent and distributor of ele^ 

. . trical supplies in Salt, says 

_T7 . .77.7 !\ .7 y^baic tfiat the phenomenon of “al 
77 ‘7 ;’ lle,!h ««fei:Souq al mahrouq" started in 

' " " ,rid - m ®kit 1992. grew bigger in 1993 and 
. _. . nourished in 1994. He points 

■ - J: !? r ; j T aitir 6 *fc i out that it is now a huge 

■*’ * v -' : * 0 - S’ i a problem with a JD 7 to JD 8 

million volume. t 

— ' J Mr. Abbadi blames unfair.* 

7- . ..." m K competition among manufac- 

-v - ' turers, importers and 

■; • :-.w fir; businessmen who all want a 
^ bigger share of the market. 

_ . As such, they began flooding 

-~ S: — . the diju page die market with their pro- 
. ^uchinlJBaam' ducts and giving large and 

_ o:>OT.:ncwpropc j ong . term CTe dj t facilities. 

. Traders" began selling at Jow- 
rc- ” S> i*..-.; less ream er prices until the system 

sp read Uke cancer. 

M.i;.. -;u .ODUOiSp!- 

"The burned market 

. ... Tkk -j eveiyopjac started with electrical pro- 

'7 7 .2 j ;o bdp roc ducts and has now reached 

7 - - 7 l social zfo livestock trade as well as real 

~ '.'-,. 7 -^. -ij socUivc' esiace. clothing and even 
. “ ^777'.^ t : er jn earftan 1 furniture sectors", Mr. 

. _ si^re qiuckhkc Abbadi said. 

Rateb Awad, another 
:: .. . -v 1 The n ? tn agent and distributor of elec- 

crroier trical products explained that 

paricubr uiea the beginning of the “burned 
^market'’ was a liquidity prob- 
Thj: nDeauw^iem among merchants who 
_ - : .. . : • :'h!hdcinsA , ^ were seeking t he easiest way 

• - . - • ' J :r ‘ 2 ^ to obtain cash without having 

g.to provide securities or 

- -.ha: >ou art “^guarantees demanded by 

-.7_/7. . Banks. 

' ’■ Blaming banks for the em- 

ergence of this market, Mr. 

— On>' x Awad said they were deman- 
A ~~ ~ ' ^ 77^- ding hypothecations which 

^ — ’-aders could not offer. As 

— such, the traders obtained 

— — — heir unsecured credits by 

-TT-f H 3 m ^^^u\ing goods directly from 
^ 1 ' ~ ~ “* ' T- _— — - ^ 7 - nanufacturers and then sell- 

3 — .ng them immediately at loss 

o raise cash. 

® ut wh y ^ n^nufac^rers 

| || |< r ^< -r importers going along with 
- - ^ system? 

_ _ • »gjfrTi ~7 I ” Mr. Awad sees the basic 

a ™ — ^Ijj^eason in the inability of 
~-^pj 7 .ianufacR 2 rers to sell their 
Toducts in outside markets 
nd in the pressure on impor- 
prTj^-;rs to buy larger quantities 
ilj^rom overseas suppliers. This 
^L-^pituation, according to Mr. 

7 ^wad. cause a flooding of 
'pj^r'roducts into the market and 
•^pTJJ-'he rise of "al souq al 

- • - '“ hlt>u ^- M 

- •- ' ^ more on the 

- " lechanism of the “burned 

■ larket," Mr. Awad says, for 

sample, if a trader buys 
. — for JD 200,000 he has 
: — T : . * 3 7 nl y tw > ways out of the deal. 

■ . A . j 7-3 ither he resells the goods to 

- . - ,e same party he bought it 

- 7 om or ’ approach the mer- 
> i lant s in the market who fish 

• -3*.77^^j5-riiirany opportunity to purch- 

1 * . ■ ' L\B&Av¥i Mr. Awad adds that there 
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taBGAHIZED KARXET TRADING ACTZVZTT FOR TEE PERIOD <04/02/1995 - C9/C2/I995 ) 

WEEKLY REPORT 


PRZV. OPES ISC CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
PRICE 


MUB BANK Pic 

204,470 

184.500 

184.500 

184.500 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

40,324 

4.280 

4.280 

4.150 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 

SI, 595 

4.140 

4.260 

4.100 

BANK OF JORDAN 

11,339 

3.400 

3.400 

3.580 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

12,552 

1.470 

1.470 

1.440 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT m« 

14,044 

2. 840 

2.840 

2.650 

THE BOOSING BANK 

55,157 

5.950 

5.950 

5.950 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

11,405 

3.000 

3.000 

2.950 

JORDAN GULF BANE 

344,744 

-1.470 

1.470 

1.370 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

84,912 

3.750 

3.750 

3.710 

ONION HANK FOR SAVING k INVESTMENT 

52,000 

5.200 

5.200 

S.XOO 

BUSINESS BANK 

43,740 

3.500 

3.500 

3.480 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 5 FINANCE BANK 

39,444 

4.240 

4.240 

4.170 

BEIT ELMAL SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 

12,914 

3.150 

3.150 

3.050 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

134,535 

1.320 

1.320 

1.290 

ARAB BANKING CORPORAXXOM/JORDAM 

2,477 

4.150 

4.150 

4.150 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

20,274 

1.520 

1.520 

1.400 


BAKES SECTOR 


UNITED INSURANCE 

JERUSALEM rNSURAHCE 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

T ARMOUR INSURANCE 6 RE INSURANCE 

HOLY ZAND INSURANCE 

ARAB LZrE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
JORDAN HOTEL k TOURISM 
JORDAN HXHEH MINERAL 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA’X 
' UNITED KIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR XHVESTKEHT k EDUCATION 
JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 

SERVICES SECTOR 


1207819 INDEX NUHBERl 157. i: 
CHANGE i -0.721 


4,015 

2.800 

2.800 

2.690 

1,230 

4.200 

4.200 

4.100 

4,799 

2.340 

2.360 

2.290 

4,300 

3.100 

3.100 

3.150 

1,574 

2.500 

2.500 

2.500 

1,300 

2.600 

2.600 

2.600 


THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 4 AGRICULTURAL 

975 

4.0S0 

4.050 

3.900 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

93,450 

7.6SO 

7.650 

7.450 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL NASUFACTCRING 

229,921 

4.760 

4.740 

4.160 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

4,496 

6.050 

6.050 

5.900 

JORDAN DAIRY 

210 

2.160 

2.160 

2.100 

JORDAN PRINTING 6 PACKING 

1,234 

5.300 

5.300 

5.000 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

8.762 

2.600 

2.600 

2.700 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

1.455 

2.950 

2.950 

2.910 

SPINNING k WEAVING 

33,004 

2.600 

2.600 

2.540 

RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

9,234 

2.700 

2.700 

2.730 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 

124,741 

8.030 

8.000 

7.780 

ARAB INVESTMENT 6 XJfERKATlOHAL TRADE 

9,320 

0.970 

0.970 

0.930 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

23,271 

6. BOO 

6.800 * 

6.700 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

47,527 

0.800 

O . BOO 

0.740 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 

4,989 

1.370 

1.370 

1.360 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

5,000 

4.100 

4.100 

4.000 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

2,943 

2.500 

2.500 

2.370 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

700 

1.430 

1.430 

1.400 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

1,435 

4.200 

4.200 

4.100 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

13,510 

4.300 

4.300 

4.200 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 6 MATCH/ JXNCO 

3,238 

0.780 

0.780 

0.780 

NATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 

728 

4.850 

4.BS0 

4.850 

JORDAN SULPHO -CHEMICALS 

438 

1.7B0 

1.780 

1.750 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. 6 CHEMICALS 

11,787 

2.580 

2.580 

2.520 

KAWTHER INVESTMENT 

9,490 

1.750 

1.750 

1.700 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

33,425 

4.000 

4.000 

3.960 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

70,153 

2.070 

2.070 

1- 

00 

V 

o 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


1333919 INDEX NUMBERi 123.40 
CHANGE l -1.58* 


2B26913 INDEX NUMBER t 140.68 


21238 INDEX NUMBER: 135.55 
CHANGE I -0.45* 


PARALLEL MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY FOR TEE PERIOD (04/02/1995 - 08/02/1995) 

MEEKLY REPORT 


38,722 

1.480 

1.480 

1.460 

98,140 

1.390 

1.390 

1.360 

1,968 

6.250 

6.250 

6.560 

295 

2.950 

2.950 

2.950 

23,490 

5.000 

5.000 

4.700 

22,293 

3.240 

3.240 

3.150 

12,088 

2.200 

2.200 

2.110 

5,995 

11.950 

11.950 

11.950 

39,705 

2.350 

2. 350 

2.270 

18,827 

3.540 

‘ "3.540 

3.600 

2,415 

1.370 

1.370 

1.380 


263936 

INDEX NUMBER l 128.00 


JORDAN TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 

42,750 

30.300 

30.390 

34.5Q0 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

• 520,628 

2.920 

2.920 

2.950 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

1,425 

2.850 

2.850 

2.850 

THE ARAB POXASH/NEK 

3,063 

5.050 

5.050 

5.050 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RBFZBARZ 

9,827 

9.500 

9.500 

9.400 

JORDAN TANNING 

10,875 

7.500 

7.500 

7.500 


COMPANY'S HAKE 


CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING A STORAGE 

JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 

XARXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIFIED CO. rOR ORGANISING LAND TRANS. 

ARAB FIN XNV.CO 

ARAB FOOD k MEDICAL APPLIANCES 

NATIONAL CKLOH THE INDUSTRIES CO. LTD 

JORDAN HEN CABLE COMPANY 

NATIONAL MULTIPLE INDUSTRIES 

KL-XAY READY NEAR MANUFACTURING CO. 

INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 

NATIONAL ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN STEEL 

ARAB ELECTRIC INDUSTRIES 


TRADING PEEV- OPENING CLOSING 

VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 

JD PRICE 


GRAND TOTAL 


29,029 

0.B90 

0.890 

0.860 

95,045 

0.820 

0.920 

0.770 

39,985 

1.420 

1.420 

1.500 

21,365 

2.360 

2.360 

2.250 

46,777 

1.070 

1.070 

0.960 

642 

1.050 

1.050 

1.050 

31,396 

1.690 

1.690 

X . 640 

30,290 

1.750 

1.750 

1.630 

40,498 

1.270 

1.270 

1.120 

1,112 

2.290 

2.290 

2.250 

108,653 

1.460 

1.460 

1.430 

69,121 

1.240 

1.240 

1.120 

13,963 

1.000 

1.000 

0.960 

27,844 

1.100 

1.100 

1.120 


555631 
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CarrwKj 


UJ5. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


DraUdn M«t 


Sofas Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch G uOdcr 


SmdU: Krona 


Italian Lin* 


Ddfitw Franc 


Mmt CunwidM 


Cnweuy 


Bahraini Dinar 


Inhnmse Lin* 


Saadi Rfyal 


KawaRi Dinar 


Qatari Rtyrf 




FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 




Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810805/810609 



a ,S»',in i .vy 

863944 - 8*16690 




81 6690 

At '~T%rrino 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


: 9/2/ J 995 


Offer 


t.t 




UAE Dirham 

L 0.1101 

0.1925 

Grade Drachma* 

■ 1 

0.3275 

Cypriot Pound 

t ,4025 

1. 5125 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


tor lunhcrdutoiis plwse coll 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


J.ihiil \ mm. in - firs( circlr 
..pp.^ilt- 'lit \«.> l-.MIUMSY 
TI L.: 654205 


bullion markets Friday. 
U.S. SI .00 costs 1.401 


One sterling 


1.4010/20 

1.5276/86 

1.7126/36 

1.2918/28 

31.43/47 

5.2877/27 

1616.8/7.8 

98.88/97 

7.4325/25 

6.6860/10 

6.0165/15 

SI J554/64 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


■ ^ > 


“"jf o be continued tomorrow 


One ounce of gold $376.40/376.80 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yomr colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 

atmm 30% larger 


REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


If We Don’t Have It 
We Will Make It 


TEL: G / B19676 FAX: 6 / 81 9S76 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZ1 AL-MALK1 ST. 

P.O£OX : 960643 
AMUAN 11196 JORDAN 


WE HAVE NO OTNER BRANCHES 



Trptoi 


Tmkm away I % waiuM 

SM AMno.Snet 
On UhMNi Commercial Cartra 

T*L 181174 

face lasted Mwsys Loved 


• Pram malmrga- 
nmt 20 x 30 am 


Shmeisaiu~..Qpp. t 
Bank. Phone: 6040 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


i. Grindlays 



M FOR YOUR 
i Advertisement 





Private functions 

Ramadan Surprise 

*ai Arqiieh (bubble bubble) 
Ramadan evening enreriainment 

l(*s Funlaslic ? 

Swoifiyoh - SG 3944 


Billionaire 
buys control 
of Israel 
Chemicals 
for $230m 

TEL AVIV. Israel (APj — 
In one of rhe bigecsi-c^er 
privatisation deals in Israel, 
billionaire businessman 
Shoul Eisenberg has purch- 
ased controlling interest in 
Israel Chemicals. Lid . offi- 
cials have said. 

Mr. Eisenbera is buying 
24. y per cent of the con- 
glomerate. which includes 
the Dead Sea Works Mining 
Company and other indus- 
tries. for S23U.3 million, said 
a finance ministry statement. 

•'ll is our showpiece deal in 
lhe effort ro sell state com- 
panies." said ministry 
spokesman Eli Yosef. 

Since coming to power in 
1392. Prime M mister Yitzhak 
Rabin's Labour Party-led 
government has stepped up 
privatisation of the massive 
public sector, which employs 
almost a fifth of Israel's two 
million workers and accounts 
for about 17 per cent of the 
economy. 

About SI. 5 billion worth of 
assets were sold off in iy'43. 
But the drive has slowed be- 
cause of a collapse of the Tel 
Aviv Stock Exchange, which 
lost 4ii per cent of its xalue 
over the last year. 

Other major holdings still 
on the block are the El Al 
national airline and the major 
Israeli banks, which were 
nationalised as part of a gov- 
ernment bailout after They 
collapsed in 19*3. 

Joshua Necman. a spokes- 
man for Mr. Eisenberg. said 
Israel Chemicals will be reg- 
istered both under his mam 
holding company, the Israel 
Corp.. and an unnamed fore- 
ign company. 

"Eisenberg is looking to 
make the Israel Corp. a play- 
er in the international busi- 
ness arena." Mr. Neeman 
said. 

In coming weeks, the gov- 
ernment plans to float more 
Israel Chemicals shares in 
markets in Israel. America 
and Europe, retaining only 
2h‘ per cent of the stock. Mr. 
Yosef said. 

But lhe state will maintain 
control over some aspect of 
the company's operations 
that would impact Israel's 
natural resources through a 
"golden share” arrangement. 
Mr. Yosef said. 

"When you are talking ab- 
out a company as large a* 
Israel Chemicals, with" such 
impact on natural resources 
and employment, it's very 
difficult for the stale to break 
free entirely.” said Yoram 
Ziv. a former Israel chemic- 
als director. 


Restaurant 






MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir GhOar ■ American 
Embassy Str. near Bayluna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
8:30 - 11:30 pun. 
Tel: 861838 


A small 
price 
to pay for 
Success 



o-xt ■ 

v.v Coci : • 

R* *s4 ;h i i ran 1 

81 6690 
Sweifiyeh 
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Sports 


Violence and corruption overshadows fair play 


LONDON (AP) — A fan is 
stabbed to death in Italy and 
another gunned down in 
France. Star striker Eric Can- 
tona vaults into the crowd to 
attack a spectator while play- 
ers in England and Malaysia 
are accused of taking bribes. 

Soccer seems to have 
shown FIFA's fair play image 
the red card. 

Last summer's World Cup 
in the United States was a 
huge success in terms of fi- 
nance, crowd behaviour and 
even goaJscoring. It was sup- 
posed to be the forerunner of 
new-look, 21st century soc- 
cer, marked by sports- 
manship. good conduct and 
high-quality action. 

Instead, the seven months 
since the World Cup have 
shown all the signs that the 
world's most popular sport is 
sliding back into the ugly 
days of the early 1980s. 

Almost two weeks ago, 
Genoa fan Vicenzo Spagnolo 
was knifed to death by a 
teen-age AC Milan supporter 
prior to an Italian League 
game. The game was aban- 
doned and, the following 
weekend, ail domestic sport 
in Italy was cancelled as a 
mark of respect. 

On Tuesday, a French fan 
died two days after he was 
shot by a rival supporter at a 
game between two amateur 
teams. 

While the world is stunned 
by sport- related tragedies 
like these, Pele, the most 
famous player of all-time, be- 
lieve that the deaths of the 
two fans should not be 
blamed on soccer. 

“We talk a lot about vio- 
-lence in sport, but violence 
isn’t in sport, violence is in 
society in general," said the 
Brazilian, in Paris for a 1998 
World Cup promotion. 



Fans of the Bordeaux football team shoot slogans deman- 
ding the resignation of their team's trainer in a confronta- 
tion with police on Thursday after the team lost to visiting 

“When you have a case Bruce Grobbelaar, is under 


like this in the game, it 
shocks people and makes 
them feel sorry and worried. 
Of course we want to stop it 
because violence is not for 
sports." 

English soccer, long pla- 
gued by fan violence, has 
been rocked by scandals this 
season. 


Tax authorities, as well as 
the Premier League, are in- 
vestigating allegations that 
some club managers involved 
in transfer deals with foreign 
players have broken the rules 
by receiving gifts from their 
agents. 

One premier league play- 
er. Zimbabwean goalkeeper 



A Chelsea supporter is restrained by police when crowd 
disturbances erupted alter Chelsea were knocked out of the 
FA Cup by Mil wall on Thursday evening. Rival fans were 
involved in violent dashes inside and outside Stamford 
Bridge (AFP photo) 


investigation for allegedly 
taking a 40,000-pound 
($62,000) bribe tA fix the 
result of a Ltverpooi- 
Newcastle game. 

Bribery allegations have 
been rife in Singapore and 
Malaysia, where 90 players 
have been implicated in 
match-fixing. 

Although none have yet 
been charged, officials say 
many have admitted taking 
bribes while, in Singapore, a 
referee is already in jail for 
accepting bribes from book- 
makers. 

Cantona's unprecedented 
dash on Jan. 25 with a fan at 
the Crystal Palace- 
Manchester United game 
prompted worldwide conde- 
mnation of the Frenchman's 
action. It also sparked a de- 
bate on how fans should be 
prevented from continually 
taunting players from such 
close range. 

The striker, who has a his- 
tory of violent on-field con- 
duct both in France and Eng- 
land, leaped into the crowd 
after being expelled. He took 
a flying, two-footed kick at a 
Palace supporter who had 
rushed forward 11 rows of 
seats to hurl abuse at him. 

United, under pressure 
from the English Football 
Association -b&ned Cantona 
for the rest of the season. . 

Field invasions have be- 
come more common. 

The most recent was 
Wednesday. 

After MiHwall gained an 
upset victory at Chelsea in 
the FA Cup, hundreds of 
home fans invaded the field 
to try and get at the visiting 
fans. Some got there but 
most were halted by a line of 
mounted police. Nineteen 
fans were charged and II 
police officers were injured. 

“I hope we are not going 
back to the hooligan- 
dominated days of a decade 
or so ago.” said Graham Kel- 
ly, the English FA’s chief 
executive. “Great strides 
have been made in recent 
years over crowd control." 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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EACH CHANCE IN ITS TIME 


Neither vulnerable. South deala. 
NORTH 

* 8 6 5 3 
“ A 3 
: QJ 4 

* K 9 8 5 


WEST 
* q io 2 

TKI09B 
: 9 8 7 3 
*72 


EAST 

* Void 

' J 7 8 4 2 
•10 6 5 2 

• Q J 6 4 


SOUTH 

* A K J 9 7 4 
T Q8 

: a k 

* A 10 3 


Opening lead: Nine of 
The secret to winning declarer 
play is: Pint, find the lutes that give 
you play for your contract; then see 
if there is a way to combine them 
into ernr. Here’s a pretty example. 

North's two-diamond response 
■«as a waiting bid and three spades 
set the trump suit, while leaving 
maximum room for exploration. 
South showed a minimum demand 
bid by simply raising Co game and 
North had plenty in reserve to con- 
tract for slam. 


The bidding: 


East 

South 

Weal 

North 

2 * 

Pan 

2 

Paw 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pan 

4 * 

Pan 

a * 

Pan 

Pus 

Pass 




We»t led a diamond, taken in the 
ckwed hand perforce. Since the dia- 
mond suit would provide a parking 
spot for one of declarer's losers. 12 
tricks were sure as long as West did 
not hnid all the trumps. The king of 
spades was cashed and South 


learned that Murphy's Law had 
struck. 

If chibs were 3-3. the 13tb dub 
would take care of declarer's heart 
loser, so declarer cashed the aces of 
spades, diamonds and clubs, then 
crossed to the king of dubs to take a 
club <!l discard on the queen nf dia- 
monds. Next came a club ruff and 
another chance went a glimmering 
when West discarded a heart. 

There was one more suing to de- 
clarer’s bow. West was thrown in 
with the queen of trumps. Since a 
minor-suit return would permit de- 
clarer to ruff in one hand while dis- 
carding the heart loser from the 
other. West was forced to return a 
heart. That whs ducked in dummy 
and. when East did not hold the 
king, the queen of hearts became the 
fulfilling trick. 



NOTICE INVITING TENDER 


indo-Jordan Chemicals Co. Ltd. (IJC). a Joint Venture Company between M/S Soullicni 
Petrochemical Industries Corporation Ltd. (SPIC) India and M/S. Jordan Pliosphatc Mines Co. 
(JPMC), Jordan, intends to establish Communication Facilities System at Esludiya, Ma’an in 
the Special Industrial Free Zone Area. Tire Scope oT work includes r 

I Suppty, installation, testing and Commissioning of lire EPABX of capacity 10 + 40. 

II Supply, laying underground and connecting up of Telephone cables. 

Interested Bidders utav collect the Bid Document on payment by casli/ demand draft addressed 

lo Indo-Jordan Clicmi'cals Co. Ltd . payable al Amman for a Sum of JD. I50j from the 
Chief Adm. & Pcrs. Mgr. at IJC premises in 3rd flour, DcIiik.ui Building. Sluneisnni. Post Box 
926787 Amman - 111 10 Jordan, on any working day until 1 2/2/1995. 

The dosing time for submission of Cite Bids is 1200 Hrs. on 28/2/1995. 


BABU K. VERGHESE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Le Havre 0-1. Immediately afterwards, they damaged cars 
in the parking lot (AFP photo) 


Stringent security as Italy 
comes out of mourning 


PARIS (AFP) — Italy's week 
of mourning after a football 
murder shocked the nation 
ends on Sunday when AC 
Milan return to league action 
amid stringent security at the 
San Siro stadium. 

Fresh from their mid-week 
European Super Cup 
triumph over Arsenal, Milan 
ride a nine-match unbeaten 
league run into their match 
against 12th-placed Cagliari. 

The Milan club are fifth in 
the table, 11 points adrit of 
pacesetters Juventus but with 
a game in hand and bound- 
less confidence after the 2-0 
win against Arsenal, with 
goals from Croatian defen- 
der Zvonomir Boiban and 
rejevenated international 
striker Daniele Massaro. 

After the stabbing to death 
of Vincenzo Spagnolo, 25. at 
Genoa before the kick-off 
against Milan on January 29, 
the nation's entire sports 
programme was scrapped last 
Sunday and the state adopted 
a package of measures aimed 
at stamping at violence. 

The Genoa v Milan game 
was halted at half-time and 
will be replayed on February 
15.“* 

Thousands of police will be 
deployed ar the San Siro sta- 
dium on Sunday and the eyes 
of the world will be focused 
on the fans whose excesses 
prompted the first such sports 
ban in 50 years in Italy. 

The resumption brings 
high-flying Juventus back to 
earth for a dash against one 
of the best defences in the 
league. 

Juventus. seeking their 
first league title in nine years, 
will not be relishing the trip 
to Bari, who spell trouble for 
the leaders who have gained 
39 points from 18 games, 
three more than nearest riv- 
als Parma. 

Bari beat third-placed 
Lazio 2-1 in their last outing 
with both goals from the 
striker Sandro Tovalieri, in 
the midst of a career revival. 

Known as a journey man 
pro after making his debut 
for AS Roma 10. years ago. 
Tovalieri has lived up to his 
nickname, the Cobra, ibis 
season, hirting 13 goals in 18 
games, lifting the side to 
eighth place in the table and 
rising to second place in the 
scoring league table behind 
Fiorentina’s Argentinian 
striker Gabriel Batistuta, on 
15. 

Lazio, with the most pro- 
lific strike force in the league, 
travel to Torino without their 
suspended midfielder Rober- 
to Rambaudi who is replaced 
by Pierluigi Casiraghi. But 


their attacking partnership of 
former Marseille striker Alen 
Boksic from Croatia and Ita- 
lian international Giuseppe 
Signori is on song. 

Parma play hosts to Pado- 
va and should have no prob- 
lems pierring the worst de- 
fence id the league who have 
conceded 40 goals so far. 
"In Spain Real Madrid, six 
points ahead at the top of the 
table. 'wOl be seeking 
another three-point haul at 
bottom club Longrones. 

But they showed a chink in 
their armour Thursday night 
when they were beaten 2-1 
and had a man sent off in the 
first leg of their Spanish Cup 
clash against Valencia, for 
whom Russian World Cup 
star Qleg Salenko scored 
both goals. 

Unsettled Barcelona enter- 
tain Racing Santander and 
are also hoping to bury 
another midweek disappoint- 
ment. 


A recent plunge in form 
seemed to be in reverse after 
last Sunday's 3-1 win against 
Sporting Gijon. 

“The champions are back" 
said coach Johan Cruyff. 
"‘Barcelona still have every- 
thing to play for.” 

Then on Wednesday they 
were booed off the field after 
losing the home leg of their 
Spanish Cup tie 3-1 against 
Atletko Madrid, fourth from 
bottom of the league. 

Deportivo de La Coruna, 
one point ahead of Barcelona 
in second place in the table 
travel to Sportin Gijon, 
second from bottom. 

Brazilian World Cup strik- 
er Bebeto will again be in the 
attack but the club are unsure 
how much longer they can 
keep the 29-year-old. Bebeto 
is determined to cut short his 
stay in Spain and return to 
Brazil, probably with Botafo- 

go- 

In France all games will be 
preceded by a minute's si- 
lence and players will wear 
black armhands following the 
death of a spectator who was 
shot by a rival supporter after 
an amateur game in Paris last 
Sunday. 

The death has focussed 
growing unease over crowd 
violence and indiscipline on 
the field. 

League leaders FC Nantes, 
dumped out of the French 
Cup by non-league Saint Leu 
a week ago, have lost their 
way since their stunning 3-1 
win over rivals Paris St. Ger-, 
main last month and they 
could only draw 1-1 in their 
midweek local derby against 
Nantes. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A we!! finished three bed roomed apartment L- 
shaped living/dining salon, three bathrooms, two 
verandas, store room. Can be furnished. Location: 
Swieneh. 

If interested please call 657071 
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LONDON (R) — Limoges 
kept their two-year unbeaten 
record against Olympiakos' 
on Thursday, the French 
triumphing 76-73 in Athens' 
in their European Basketball 
Champion Clubs' Cup dash. 

Limoges • led throughout 
the semifinal -.series match 
and the Greeks foiled to 
penetrate the famed French 
defence in the critical final 
seconds of the Group B en- 
counter. 

Hie result was a- huge dis- 
appointment for the 15,000 
strong home crowd, but once 
again it was the class of 
American guard Michael 
Young which secured the 
French victory. 

Young netted an impress- 
ive 28 points while pivot Jim 
Bfiba contributed 15. repe- 
atedly beating the much taller 
Greek forwards under the 
boards. 

Limoges, title winners in 
1993, now count six straight 
wins against Olympiakos in 
Europe and are favourites to 
top the group. Both dubs 
have 20 points from 10 gamps 
but the final two Limoges 
matches are at home and 
against stragglers Badalona 
and Bayer Leverkusen. 

“I don’t know why we al- 
ways have problems with 
Limoges,” an Olympiakos 
official said. “We are nervous 
and make mistakes when we 
play this team and defeat 
comes naturally.” 

With Young sinking three- 
point jumpers and Olym- 

S iakos’s top marksman Eddie 
ohnson scoreless in the first 
10 minutes, Limoges ended 
the first half with a nine point 
lead at 35-26^ --'" 

In the second half Olym- 
piakos staged a comeback as 
Johnson recovered and Serb 
forward Dragan Tariac pul- 
led down several rebounds 
after Limoges forwards Man: 
M'Bahia and Tim Kenton 



An unidentified Effes Piken player (#15) is about to score for 
his during their European Basketball Cup dash again st 
Limoges (AFP photo) 


fouled out 10. minutes before 
time. ' : 

The Greeks cut the differ- 
ence to one point at 66-65. _ 
with a minute to go but some T 
unnecessary fouls and sloppy 
solo runs proved their down- . 
fall. 

In another Group B match 
Gbona Zagreb 
na 97-84 to keep alive their 
hopes of making it through to 
. die next round. . 

Gbona*s outride' shooters 
made the difference, outscor- 
ing Barcelona m three-point 
throws 10-3. 

Forward Davor Marcelic 
scored 22 points, including 


four three-pointers in a phase 


which', helped Gbona to a 
comfortable halftime lead of 


51-39. 

They twice stretched 20 
, points dear in the second half 
■ as Barcelona struggled to go 
the nace'. 

elk was assisted by 
. elfko Mrsic, who scored 21 
points including three- 
pointers. 

Efcs Pfisen of Turkey .also 
lost ground,, beaten 68-54 by 
Bologna. The two dubs are 
on 19 points, along with Bar- 
celona as a tight scramble 
looms ahead to make the top 
four. 


Bowe 
looking 
ahead 
to Tyson 


LONDON (AP) — The way 
Riddick Bowe sees it, the 
World Boxing Organisation 
belt would be. just the ticket 
to move him to the front* of 
the line when Mike Tyson, 
gets ont of jail. 

Bowe, frozen out of the 
heavyweight picture as for as 
the major titles are con- 
cerned, feels he can bring 
some legitimacy to the 
lightly-regarded WBO title 
by beating undefeated holder 
Herbie Hide in Las Vegas 
March II. 


“I regard Herbie Hide as 
the heavyweight champion of 
the world,” said Bowe, who 
once held the World Boxing 
Association. World Boxing 
Council and International 
Boxing Federation titles. 


Bowe lost the WBA and 
EBF crowns to Evander Holy- 
field in November 1993, 11 
months after dumping his 
WBC belt in a trash can. He 
and his manager. Rock New- 
man, now feel that Bowe can 
lift the WBO tide above all 
the others in the prestige 
stakes by beating Hide and 
setting up a defence against 
Bowe’s friend and former 
champ Tyson. 

''Riddick's ultimate goal 
before be exits from boxing 
would be to fight Mike 
Tyson,” said Newman, 
speaking, along with Bowe, 
from the United States in a 
telephone conference call 
with British journalists. 

Tyson, convicted of rape in 
1992, is expected to be re- 
leased from an Indiana prison 
this spring. Boxing officials, 
notably promoter Don King, 
have been counting the days, 
hoping to get some kind of 
controlling interesting in 
Tyson's career when it re- 
sumes. 



CSregting For Ramadan 




Proudly Pr—onta You AH Kind* Of Local 
Atari Cute And Prepared As You Order 


tscd/opiii* 


Roast B&ef 





we Give You Very Attractive And Competitive Prices 


MECCA ST . { WEAR MECCA PETROL STATION I 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Chinese drug cheats return medals 


TOKYO (AFP) — The Chinese Olympic C 
returned all 23 medals won at the Hiroshima Asian Games 


in October by 11 Chinese competitors later found to have 
used banned P 


drugs, it was .reported Friday.. The Japan- 
China Friendship Association, a private fraternal body in 
Tokyo, said the medals, 15 golds, seven silvers and one 
bronze, had been returned by the athletes, including world 
swimming champion Ln Bin, the Kyodo news agency said. 
Lu won four women’s sWhrfffiSSg golds and two stivers at 
Hiroshima. The Olympic Council of Aria announced in 
December that it would strip the 11 Chinese of then - medals 
after their urine samples, takeh^during die Games, tested 
positive for dehydrotestosterone, a banned muscle-building 
male' hormone. 


W 3 


Baseball mediator vows fo stay 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Bill Usety, a federal mediator 
who spent the past four 'months trying to settle the ,U.S. 
baseball strike, vows to keep working despite being called 
“senile” by a players Won official. “He’s not bowing out,” 
Usery spokesman Dick Conn said. “He has the support of 
the administration and.be wants to riay with it.” Usery on 
Thursday backed away from ideas he told President Bill 
Ginton Tuesday fora settlement. They included a 50-per 
cent salary tax per team above 40 million dollars, a figure 
about $700,000 below the existing average salaries. That 
prompted union attorney Gene Oiza to call 71-year-old 
Usery “senile,” a remark for which he lateF apologized. 


U.S. cheerleaders set for union fight 


BUFFALO (AFP) — Labour fights have taken their toff in 
U.S. sports. Baseball is shut down. Ice hockey lost half a 
season. American football has been in turmoil and basket- 
ball has put off dealing with the problem. Now it is the 
cheerleaders' turn. The Buffalo Jiffs, a pompon squad 
boosting the National Football League (NFL) Buffalo 
Bills, won a legal ruling to be certified as the first employee 
union representing a cheerleader squad. The 36 Jills say 
they are being mistreated by the fast-food restaurant chain 
which manages their careers. They seek better woridng 
conditions, higher pay and a greater voice in their 
from the football field/ “We 


view 


assignments away 
ourselves as a sport or at least a very large industry,” said 
seven-year Jills’ veteran Nancy Bates. “We need to protect 
our interests. It's about time NFL cheerleaders did this.” 


Unseasonable rain halts play in Dubai 


DUBAI (AP) — Unseasonable rain delayed or interrupted 
play three times at the Dubai Open Thursday, sending Pat 
Cash and Alberto Costa as well as fans indoors. Costa led 
Cash 3-6, 6-4, 1-0 when rain halted play a second time. The 
weather delayed the Stan of the match for three bours and 
then again with Cash leading 4r2 in the . opening set. Cash 
was coming off a three-set upset of fifth' sera Thomas 
Muster of Austria in which the Australian served 14 aces. 
Thursday’s rains were the first of the season m Dubai, 
which lies at the southern end of the Gulf. The 
Dubai Open in 1993 also s uf fere d rains that pushed 
the event by a day. 


Ivanisevic in Milan tournament 


MILAN (AP) — - Goran Ivanisevic was a last-minute 
addition to the Muratti Time indoor tennis tournament, 
which begins at the Assago forum on Monday. Organisers 
of the $678,900 Italian ' tournament, featuring topnseeded 
Boris Becker, said Thursday that they gave the Croatian a 
wild card entry to make up for the withdrawals of Marc 
Rosset and Mamas Larsson. Rossct suffered a broken 
bone in his foot during last week’s Davis Cup match against 
the Netherlands. Larsson was forced to withdraw from 
Sweden's Davis Cup match with. Denmark because of 
stomach problems. Ivanisevic -was -a losing fiuafist m the 
1992 Milan Indoor event. Becker, who is joined m tbe field 
by fellow German Michael Stich and Spaniard Alberto 
Berasategui, is a two-time defending champion of" the 
Milan tournament. 


Chess grandmasters sore 


SANGHINAGAR, India (AP) — Four grandmasters' want 
die winner of a chess tournament being played in this 
southern Indian dty to be declared the World Chess 
Championship. The grandmasters are. sore that efforts . to 
unify two chess organisations could result in one more 
match to decide die World Championship, chess experts 
said Friday. . 
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FINA announces anti- doping crackdown 





jpt Lausanne (R) — swim- 
% Ring’s governing body 
iounced plans on Friday 
a tou°h crackdown on 
and said it would send 
investigators to China to look 
- a spate of positive drug 
at last year's Asian 
ies. 

.^.^.^CUnder the crackdown — 
described by the imemation- 
S wimming Federation 
jfFINA) as a set of ‘bold new 
f> -initiatives against the use of 
frogs' — swimmers using 
iteroiite face a first defence 
1 73 n of more than two years 
' ind could see their previous 
ecords wiped from the 
ks. 

FINA also said it would 
kubstanrially increase the 
urn ber of out-of- 
petition dope tests this 

FINA president Mustapha 
^trfaoui welcomed the 
jp-mckdown, saying it would 
hopefully eliminate the 
buses of drugs that are 


possible in our sport.' 

Seven Chinese swimmers, 
including World Champions 
Lu Bin and Yang Aihua, 
tested positive for a banned 
anabolic steroid at last Octo- 
ber's Asian Games in 
Hiroshima. AU seven have 
received the standard two- 
year ban from competition. 

The news came as a major 
shock to the sport, although 
Chinese sports officials have 
vigorously denied allegations 
of systematic doping. 

FINA said the proposals — 
giving swimming some of the 
toughest laws on drugs — was 
worked out at a meeting this 
week of FINA executives, 
medical experts and FTNA 
vice-presidents representing 
all five continents. 

FINA said in a statement 
that the two-day meeting re- 
viewed information from the 
International Olympic 
Committee-accre’dited 
laboratory in Tokyo, the IOC 
itself and the Chinese Swim- 


ming Association". 

Its first decision was to 
“send a FTNA commission to 
China to investigate the in- 
volvement of coaches, doc- 
tors and team leaden in the 
cases of drug abuse found in 
Chinese swimmers in 1994. 

As well as agreeing to step' 
up out-of-competition dope 
tests — seen by experts as the 
surest way to catch dope 
cheats — the meeting also 
agreed to call for an extraor- 
dinary FINA congress. 

The congress, planned for 
Rio de Janeiro at the end of 
this year, would consider five 
proposed rule changes: 

"Hr That the rule op a two- 
year ban for first use of ster- 
oids should be rewritten to 
read ‘a minimum of two 
years . ' 

& Thar FINA should intro- 
duce " retroactive sanctions, 
including a period before the 
date of a positive doping test 
for steroid abuse. " This rule 
was not explained but 
appeared to be a clear threat 


that swimmers' previous re- 
cords could be wiped from 
the books. 

ifr That national federa- 
tions from which positive 
dope tests have been re- 
ported should also face sanc- 
tions 

* Thar federations should 
be obliged to investigate 
coaches, doctors and team 
leaders “and'or any other 
person involved in the doping 
cases . " 

& That dope tests should 
be obligatory within 48 hours 
of a swimmer breaking a 
world record or that record 
would not be approved, 

FINA president Larfaoui 
said he was particuiarlv 
pleased the issue had been 
discussed so thoroughly. 

“1 am pleased that we have 
consensus on a number of 
new approaches to control 
and hopefully eliminate the 
abuses of drugs that are 
possible in our sport.'’ Lar- 
faoui said. 
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^Trans- Atlantic swimmer reaches Barbados 


ilaior vows to stay 


return med 

[ '■•mpic Comma 
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■ - utdodnr French Guy Delage (c). the 42-year-old trans-Atlantic swim- the Atlantic Ocean off the Cape Verde Islands on 16 December 
v.'XJm n-r aw,. mer, steps ashore 9 February at Miami Beach, Barbados, after at the start of his swim, using a folly-equipped raft (AFP photo) 
. ; ;v ivsk'-. a S6-day, 3,900 kilometre ocean voyage. Ddage plunged Into 

- -iiiow&ir ' 

. Cv:.:.:oltes 

rjn'SjiKijatsk; 

• ■'.irfnsoaiaWi: 

the amount he gained to pre- 
pare for the swim. 

But, he told reporters on 
his arrival, he already regret- 
ted leaving the ocean and 
would not hesitate .to repeat 
the swim “if I had to do it all 
over again." 

Tanned and with a mous- 
tache, Delage estimated he 
had swum about a third of the 
total distance and spent the 

L _5 >*•*.. "baling Ilia IIUUA., lie resl °f ti me on a f° ur 

.- kissed his wife in the surf metre (13 ft) long raft accom- 

panying him, blown west- 
wards by prevailing winds 
and carried by currents. 

“Pretty exactly I reckon I 
swam 1,200 kms,'.* he told 
French television TF1. He 
said he felt in good health, 
but had not slept for two days 
before his landing. 

Delage was mobbed by a 
crowd of more than 200 cu- 


MIAMI BEACH, Barbados 
(R) — A lone French swim- 
mer on Thursday completed 
an unprecedented and 
dangerous eight-week voyage 
across the Atlantic when he 
landed on the Caribbean is- 
land of Barbados. 
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has been difficult," 42- 
Pi«t yearold Guy Delage said af- 
-C, ter setting foot on the sand at 

:,,t * 7:45 a.m. (1145 GMT). 

■ .Still wearing his mask, he 
n Tuj kissed his wife in the surf 
r “ after she waded out to greet 

- . -.r. ho him, ending the 3,900 km 

rs setforunionWv™ S (te n i l] MdT off* j5h?S 
i w here he started on Decern- 
.■. c uW»:i*r 16. 

... . • • . . 

. - I r. ruriui'iliW - Dimng his eccenmc jour- 
• .. . V, . m fey, in which he was attacked 
' * - ' ", p.jmps- by a shark and stung by jelly- 

- ’ •’• . jsTiir- fish. Delage estimated he lost 

; 7 ; 14 kilos of weight — almost 

' " thp 5ot 


rlous island residents and 
journalists, before being led 
away for medical tests and 
immigration controls — bear- 
ing out his fears that the 
return to human society 
would be a shock. 

“We started to fight, it was 
just as I’d expected," he said. 

He spoke warmly of the 
ocean and said he felt most 
upset by the thought that fish 
which had gathered under his 
raft and swum with him might 
have been caught in nets off 
Barbados. 

“It was a dream world, a 
child's world, above all a 
world of purity. There was 
neither pollution nor decay," 
he said. 

“It was a world of blue, a 
fairy world of blue ... grey 
blues, azure, a hostile and 
cruel world but one where 
one can also feel accept- 


ance," he said. 

Ddage, a flying instructor 
and adventurer, has de- 
fended his trip 3S both scien- 
tific research and a fear of 
endurance. 

Asked what memories 
would stay with him, he said 
he would "not soon forget the 
rime he noticed a shark about 
to bite his leg or when he lost 
sight of his raft. 

He repelled the shark with 
a sharp kick to its nose and 
caught up with the raft, which 
was pushed along ahead of 
him by the wind, by swim- 
ming faster for a few frantic 
hours. 

The venture cost six mil- 
lion francs (Sl.l million) and 
was mostly funded by the 
makers of his swimming gear, 
food supplies, watch and 
other equipment. 
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1 ^-MasterCard to pay $21m 
, ^ Jor soccer championships 
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NEW YORK (AP) — MasterCard International on Thurs- 
day became the first sponsor of the 1998 World Cup, 
agreeing to pay about $21 million for its association with 
. d0I , n 1 ^ the tournament and the 1996 European Championship. 

J \ - The deal with ISL Marketing AG, the marketing agent 
.P.for FIFA and the Union of European Football Associa- 


rions, is the second straight World Cup sponsorship for 
■ 1 ' : ' : :.\hrtf IP' MasterCard. The company will get two signboard during 


masierx-aru. me company 

T,r n enin£ 5, ' |leac h game of the 1998 World Cup in France and four 
. I •“ during each game of the 1996 European Championship in 

.Jve&t- England. 

‘ c\ i* The company did not release the price it paid but a 
- tv ^source speaking on the condition he not be identified 
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confirmed it to the Associated Press. It is about the same as 
MasterCard paid to sponsor the 1994 World Cup in the 
United States and the 1992 European Championship in 
Sweden. 

“MasterCard's success with World Cup USA 1994 
lai-o' proved that the World Cup can be the perfect vehicle to 
.... -'.iv- ttai * 0 ( 1 ?' achieve our card usage goals and build brand awareness 
" :en nl \ ^ worldwide,” President H. Eugene Lockhart told a news 
; . .. NlonJ J . v ' ^conference in Paris. 

'.-I Pcle, soccer’s best player ever, agreed to remain 

''.j.'. v gjv4 ^^MasterCard's chief soccer spokesman. Pele, 54, predicted 
■ ! .'.j j ’’“' defending champion Brazil would at least make the 

1 ‘ semifinals in 1998. 

“It may be too soon to say, but I hope Brazil is in the- 
■ J u final game with France," he said. 


Wang leads Ma’s army 


BEUING (AFP) — Ma Jun- 
ren’s leading foot soldier 
Wang Junxia has taken over 
his army of world beating 
runners for the Beijing 
Ekiden race next month 
while the coach continues his 
convalescence, the China 
Sports Daily said Friday. 

Wang will also take pan — 
but fellow world record hol- 
der and world champion Qu 
Yunxia is mysteriously not 
training with the team. 

The newspaper gave no 


reason for the 1,500 world 
record holder's absence. But 
the sports ministry denied it 
was linked to other recent 
scandals to hit Ma's army. 

Liu Dong, the other world 
champion, is also absent even 
though she has mended 
fences with Ma and rejoined 
his team in Liaoning, nonh- 
easi China. The ministry 
spokesman said she would 
not run in the March 2 race 
because of her poor form due 
to lack of competition. 


—ROOF FOR RENT — 

Furnished, one room with telephone, living room, 
kitchen and bathroom. Second floor, central heat- 
ing, separate facilities and own entrance for one or 
two FEMALES. 

Excellent location in Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle area, 
100 metres east of Khalidi Hospital, near Rawhi 
Pharmacy. 

Please call 642006 
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Agassi | 
fights off j 
Goellner 


SAN JOSE (AP) — .Andre 
Agassi fought off persistent 
Marc Goellner for a"7-6 (7-4), 
6-2 victory Thursday night in 
the San Jose Open. 

Agassi, the top seed, dis- 
played none of his character- 
istic flamboyance until bare in 
the match, by which time he 
had settled in against Goell- 
ner. In the third game of the 
second set, he raised his arms 
to the crowd for applause and 
smiled. 

*T felt like we were both 
playing well,'* said Agassi, 
ranked second in the world. 
“It was hard to pick up on his 
serve." 

Goellner, of Germany, had 
12 aces. 

Agassi has won 5i of 33 
matches since a second-round 
loss at New Haven in August, 
including victories in the L'.S. 
open and the Australian 
Open. 

He claims he is not under 
too much pressure to take 
over the rop ranking from 
Pete Sampras. 

“I'm not putting too much 
emphasis on it, although it's 
an accomplishment that if I'm 
there I’ll be very proud of.” 

Earlier Thursday, Jim 
Grabb upset his "former 
Standford teammate and 
doubles partner, sixth-seeded 
Patrick McEnroe, 7-5, 6-7 
(6-8). 6-3. 

Grabb had 26 aces against 
McEnroe to advance to the 
quarterfinals. Grabb and 
McEnroe, who are the 
second-seeded doubles team, 
have already advanced 
together to the semifinals and 
wnl play again on Saturday. 

Brian MacPhie also moved 
into the quarterfinals with a 
64, 6-3 victory over Kenny 
Thorne. 

In other matches Thurs- 
day, Bryan Shelton beat 
Diego Nargiso of Italy 7-6 
(11-9). 7-6 (74) and Greg 
Rusedski of Canada defeated 
Anders Jarryd of Sweden 6-7 
(7-3), 6-0, 64. Rusedski had 
a serve clocked at 134 mph 
(216 kph) in the march, the 
fastest recorded this year. 

In the late match, third- 
seeded Jim Courier was to 
face Nicolas Pereira of Vene- 
zuela. 

Courier advanced into the 
second round with a 6-2, 64 
victory over Steve Campbell. 

Courier won at Adelaide 
earlier this year and made it 
to the quarterfinals of the 
Australian Open before fall- 
ing in five sets to Pete Sam- 
pras. He admits that he is off 
to a good start. 


FIFA cancels World 
Youth Championships 

! ZURICH CAP) — Soccer's world governing FIFA executive committee member Jack 
j body on Friday cancelled next month’s Worl3 Warner said in early December the facilities 
j Youth Championships in Nigeria, citing for the tournament were below standard, but 
j health problems in the country. after another visit last month, he submitted a 

! FIFA said it will discuss the possibility of an positive report about the venues, FIFA said, 
alternative venue next week, although offi- “However, the emergency committee felt 
cials have said finding another site at such 
short notice uould be tough. 

The two-week, 16-ream tournament for 
players aged 21) and under was due to be 
staged in four Nigerian cities March 11-26. 

FIFA said it felt obliged to cancel the event 
following reports of outbreaks of meningitis 
and cholera in the past few weeks. 


“There have been cases of meningitis and 
cholera reported by health officials in Kaduna 
and Enugu, which" together with Lagos and 

■ Ibadan were foreseen as host cities of the 
championships." a FIFA statement said. 

! "These reports were also confirmed by a 

■ member of the FIFA Sports Medical Commit- 
tee visiting these areas. 


"FIFA regret the need to cancel the event 
.in Nigeria, especially as the Nigerian organis- 
fers had gone to great lengths to ensure the 
^infrastructure and logistical arrangements for 
the tournament," the statement said. 


that the priority had to be given to the 
principle of protecting the health of the youth 
players involved," the statement said. 

With European countries effectively ruled 
out because they are in mid-season with a!! 
major venues being used already, the alterna- 
tives for FIFA are limited. South Africa and 
Saudi Arabia could be possibilities because 
they have well-established venues. 

The championships are the second major 
sports event to be called off in the first six 
weeks of 1995. Two weeks ago, ski officials 
cancelled the World Alpine Skiing Cham- 
pionships in Sierra Nevada due to lack of 
snow. 

It also is the second time FIFA has had to 
move a major event because of health 
reasons. 

In 199]. it moved the World Under-] 7 
Championship from Ecuador to Italy because 
of a cholera epidemic in a border region of the 
South American country. 


Sonics beat Bulls in OT ; 
L.A. Clippers upset Rockets 


SEATTLE (R) — Sam 
Perkins drained consecu- 
tive three -pointers in over- 
time on Thursday to lead 
the Seattle Supersonic* into 
the mid-season All-Star 
break with an uplifting 126- 
118 victory over the Chica- 
go Bulls. 

Perkins, who scored 
eight of his 21 points in 
overtime, snapped a 114- 
Ii4 tie with his first three- 
pointer with 1:55 to play, 
then hit another with 38 
seconds left to give Seattle 
a 120-114 advantage. 

The Bulls moved in front 
late in the fourth quarter, 
but Perkins hit a three- 
pointer from the right side 
with 21 seconds left in reg- 
ulation to force the extra 
session. 

Shawn Kemp scored 30 
points before fouling our in 
overtime and Detlef 
Schrempf added 24 for the 
Sonics. who have won five 
of their Iasi six games to 
move within 3 of first 
place Phoenix in the Pacific 
Division. 

Ron Harper scored 26 
points and Scotrie Pippen 
added 24 as the Bulls 
finished a six-game road 
trip at 2-4. The game 
marked the first time in the 
last seven contests the Pip- 
pen wasn't both the Bulls' 
leading scorer and re- 
bounder. 


In Los Angeles. Ley 
Vaught scored a career- 
high 33 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds as the Clippers 
snapped a six-game losing 
streak with a 122-107 vic- 
tory over the Houston 
Rockets. 

Lamond Murray scored 
26 points and Malik Sealy 
added 24 for the Gippers, 
who used an early 12-2 run 
to take control and never 
looked back en route to 
their highest point total of 
the season. 

Hakeem OJajuwon - 
poured in 34 points for the 
Rockets, who had won 
their last eight games 


against the Clippers. 

Houston played without 
volatile shooting guard 
Vernon Maxwell, who was 
serving the second game of 
his league-imposed 10- 
game suspension for charg- 
ing into the crowd to attack 
a fan in Portland earlier 
this week. 

The Clippers scored 38 
points in the third quarter 
to take a 93-76 lead into the 
final period. 

RESULTS 

Golden State 109, Denver 101 
Seattle 126, Chicago 118, OT 
L.A. Clippers 122, Houston 107 



APARTMENT FOR RENT 

An apartment with an area of 300 square metres, 
located in Jabal Amman, between First and Second 
Circles, near the Turkish Embassy, next to the 
former residence of the American Ambassador. 
Consists of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, two 
sitting rooms, large dining, guest room, study, 
laundry room, spacious kitchen, with telephone and 
independent central heating. 

It can be rented as a residence or offices. 
Please call tel.: 711644 




HAPPY 
RAMADAN 

Opened Daily 
Iftar 'till Midnight 

PEtdNQ RESTAURANT 

SAome-sani 
toC. bb025Q-bbQ253 


I — POSITIONS AVAILABLE— i 

A REPUTED READY-MADE GARMENT FAC- 
TORY LOCATED IN FREE ZONE-ZARKA RE- 
QUIRES THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL 
URGENTLY 

1) Sewing Machine Operators 

High speed operators, five thread (over lock), double 
needle, feed of the amr button hole, & button sew. 

2) Cutter 

5 yrs exp. should know how to operate cloth cutting M/C 
and cut fabne. 

3 ) Finishing Inspector 

3 yrs exp. should know how to inspect garments and point 
out flaws and the way it should be amended. 

4) Pressman 

3 yrs exp. must be able to press all sorts of garments with 

a speed of 400 gmts a day. 

5) Mechanic 

5 yrs exp. should be know to repair all types of garment 
factory M/C's. 

6) Electrician 

5 yrs exp. should know all aspects of electrical job also 
must have knowledge of motor repairing, including 
rewinding. 

Please apply personally accompanied Dy your CV. to 

Al-Roken Est 
Mezanin Ft. off. no. 

Yathreb Complex, Gardens Street, Amman. 


-fOKVO , 
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WELCOME EVERY EVENING 
IN HOLY RAMADAN 
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Cinema . Tel.: 634144 

■ PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 Cinema Tel.: 677420 

PLAZA CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN theatre 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashlal Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

ahlan theatre 

Yusra, Mahmoud Hamedieh 
in 

The Immigrant 

Shows: 1230. 3.-00. 630. 8.-30. 1030 

Eric Roberts & Geff Fahey 
in... 

FREEFALL 

Shows: 1230. 330. 8:30. 1030 

The movie: THE LION KING will 
be shown on Fridays and Thurs- 
days at 10:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. 

CONCORD “T 
ROBOCOP c 3’ 

Shows: 1230, 245, 630, 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD c 2* 

Sylvester Stallone — Sharon 
Stone 
In 

The Specialist , 

Shows: 2-45, 630, 8:30, 1030 * 

SUM'A in the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Ai Shawacifeh 

Dally from 8:30 p.m. 

Uniiaren’s Piay 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abut Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 

Presents: ! 

The political satire: 

AL SALAMI YA SALAMI 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please call 
625155 

The theatre la closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Chechens leave Grozny, 
leave mobile units behind! 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Rebel fighters have virtually 
abandoned the Chechen 
capital Grozny but are leav- 
ing behind hit and-run units 
to harass Russian troops, a 
Chechen military official told 
Interfax news agency on Fri- 
day. 

The official, who asked not 
to be identified, said clashes 
were occurring all over Groz- 
ny, largely destroyed by six 
weeks of often bloody fight- 
ing. 

“The Chechen armed 
forces have practically all 
been withdrawn from Groz- 
ny... mobile units of infantry, 
continually on the move, are 
fighting in the city." he said. 

The Chechens said on 
Thursday they would leave 
Grozny, after humiliating 
Moscow's troops at virtually 
every stage of the way. 

Interfax quoted Chechen 
sources as saying the 
Chechen military headquar- 
ters had been moved 20 
kilometres east to the town of 
Argun. 

Chechen commander 
Aslan Maskhadov vowed to 
continue the fight against 
Russian forces, who moved 
into the rebellious region on 
Dec. 11 to quash Cbecbeny- 
a’s bid for independence and 
entered Grozny itself on New 
York’s Eve. 

“What’s so special about 
one city? There is always the 
next city, and the next vil- 
lage," he said on Thursday. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
read a report on the situation 
in Chechenya to leaders of 
the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States in the Kazakh 
capital Alma-Ata on Friday. 

But no details of the 
speech were made public and 
Russian Prime Minister Vik- 


tor Chernomyrdin told a 
post-summit new conference 
that Chechenya was an inter- 
nal Russian matter. 

Chechen diaspora leaders 
and Kazakh nationalists pub- 
lished an open letter is Alma- 
Ata calling for an immediate 
end to the Chechenya fight- 
ing. “The murder of a people 
cannot be regarded as the 
internal affair of just one 
country,’’ the letter said. 

An Inguish mediator said 
Friday Chechen leaders 
meeting under President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev have 
vowed to pursue “the armed 
struggle” against Russian 
troops unless Moscow agrees 
to negotiate with them. 

The so-called Congress of 
Chechen People, meeting at 
an unspecified site and date, 
pledged to continue resist- 
ance to the Russian interven- 
tion “if Russian authorities 
again decide to ignore 
Checfaenya’s offer to halt 
military activities and open 
negotiations," said Ingush 
presidential advisor Pyotr 
Kosov. 

“Chechen military officials 
have handed over a blueprint 
for the settlement of the 
Chechen conflict to the Rus- 
sian high command,” Mr. 
Kosov added. 

He said the chief of staff of 
the secessionist troops, Aslan 
Moskhadov, commanding 
Colonel Shamil Basayev, and 
four fighters who died in 
dashes with Russian troops 
were decorated at the con- 
gress meeting. 

The Russian counter- 
intelligence service (FSK) 
meanwhile scrutinised Mr. 
Dudayev's personal files 
seized by Russian troops in 
the presidential palace in 
Grozny. Interfax said. 


Document^ seized in Mr. 
Dudayev’s offices included 
family papers but also "im- 
portant" official files and re- 
ports by Chechen security 
chief Sultan Gdiskhanov. 

In another development, 
the Duma — the Russian 
lower house — voted Friday 
in favour of a swap of Rus- 
sian and Chechen troops 
taken prisoner. 

The Duma called on Presi- 
dent Yeltsin to appoint an 
envoy to settle the issue. 

The Rusaan troops fully 
control two of Chechenya 's 
11 districts bat still race 
attacks from small groups of 
rebels south of Grozny. 

“Of the 11 administrative 
districts in Chechenya. two 
— Nadterecfmaya, in the 
north, and Naurskaya, in the 
northwest — are hilly under 
the 'control of federal 
troops,” Interfax news agen- 
cy quoted the Russian gov- 
ernment’s press service as 
saying. 

About 170 of the refugees 
who fled these regions after 
the Russian intervention be- 
gan returned to “the liber- 
ated territories," the press 
service added. 

Meanwhile “Russian 
troops are pursuing clean-up 
operations” in southeast 
Grozny, where resistance in 
the capital has been concen- 
trated for the past few days. 

Russian forces were still 
coming under attack fr om 
“small groups of fighters to- 
ward Chechen-Aul and 
Argun," 12 kilometres south 
and IS kilometres southeast 
of Grozny. 

“Despite major losses, the 
(Chechen) partisans continue 
to resist and are preparing for 
active combat," the press ser- 
vice added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat supporters, foes clash in Lebanon 

SIDON ( AP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s supporters and foes clashed 
briefly in Lebanon's largest refugee camp overnight. Police 
said Friday no casualties were reported. They said machine 
guns and rocket-propelled grenades were used in the 
hour-long dash around midnight (2200 GMT Thursday) at 
’Ain A] Hilweh camp, home for 60,000 Palestinians on the 
southeastern outskirts of this port city. The battle erupted 
wJ.en a pro-Arafat activist, returning to ’Ain A1 Hilweh 
from prolonged absence, was greeted by comrades with 
staccato volleys of rifles fired in the air. That angered Mr. 
Arafat's enemies, who are led by breakaway PLO 
Lieutenant-Colonel Munir Makdah, who opened up on the 
Arafat activists after they refused to stop their noisy 
celebration, according to a police statement. Col. Makdah 
and leaders from Mr. Arafat's mainstream Fateh faction 
intervened to stop the clash, the statement added. 

Iranian official says Rushdie must die 

NICOSIA (AP) — A senior Iranian offidal has said that 
Tehran’s death edict against Salman Rushdie remains in 
force and that the writer must be killed, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. The agency, monitored 
in Cyprus, quoted Iran’s deputy foreign minister, 
Mahmoud Vaezi, as saying in Paris Wednesday that the 
death sentence against Mr. Rushdie “would not change by 
any means." IRNA said he “underlined the need for the 
implementation of the fatwa (religious edict) against the 
writer of the blasphemous book ’The Satanic Verses’.” Mr. 
Vaezi was speaking during a stopover on his return to Iran 
.from his two-day visit to Denmark. Danish officials said 
Mr. Vaezi had assured them that Tehran would not be 
sending assassins to kill Mr. Rushdie, who will mark his 
sixth anniversary under the Tehran death sentence on Feb. 
14. Mr. Vaezi was scheduled also to visit Sweden as part of 
a Scandinavian tour, but Stockholm withdrew its invitation 
at the last moment, citing pressure from Norway, with 
which Iran is entangled in a diplomatic row. 

Denmark opens office in Jericho 

JERICHO (AFP) — Denmark became Friday the third 
country to open a representative office in the Palestinian 
self-rule enclave of Jericho, diplomats said. Germany and 
the Netherlands have already moved into the oasis of some 
15.000 people in the Jordan Valley since autonomy was 
launched in May. Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has 
chosen Gaza City for his headquarters and Egypt, Moroc- 
co, and Norway have opened representations there. 

Baghdad rebuilds bombed bridge 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq announced Friday it has 
rebuilt a 340-metre suspension bridge over the Tigris River 
in Baghdad that was destroyed in the Gulf war four years 
ago. The July 14 bridge, built in 1964 and named after a 
military coup, collapsed after a U.S.-led coalition air raid 
on Feb. 9, 1991 . “Ceremonies will soon be held to mark the 
reopening of the bridge," Abdul Khaleq Ai Darawi, an 
engineer in the reconstruction work, told Iraqi newspapers. 
Allied warplanes destroyed three out of Baghdad's dozen 
bridges over the Tigris in the war which ended Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation of Kuwait. The other two bridges 
have already been rebuilt. 

Thieves steal two tonnes of antiquities 

ANKARA (R) — Thieves this week probably used large 
vehicles and cranes to steal antiquities from a site in Turkey 
which weighed a total of two tonnes, Culture Ministry 
officials said on Friday. It was the third large antiquities 
theft at Nys a, in the west of the country, in three years. The 
items taken were a marble statue of a headless woman and 
two marble reliefs of Roman feasting scenes. “The three 
items were taken some time in the week — no doubt with 
large vehicles and some sort of cranes,” said Engjn Ozgen, 
head of the ministry’s monuments and museums depart- 
ment. “This is an obvious case of neglect on the part of the 
local authorities.” he said. “Thev haw 
several times." Turkey is prominent prey to organised 
criminal networks specialising in antiquities theft. The 
Culture Ministry has spent millions of dollars in lawyers’ 
fees trying to repatriate stolen items from the West. “This 
is the third time in as many years that Nysa has been 
robbed," said 02gen Acar, a campaigner for the preserva- 
tion of antiquities in Turkey. “Is no-one bothered?” Nysa's 
ruins, which date back to the third-century B.Cjie among 
trees in a deep gorge and are loosly guarded- Officials said 
the value of the items could not be easily determined. 


Religious 
students 
take town 
near Kabul 

KABUL (AP) — A new Isla- 
mic militia made up of reli- 
gious students scored its most 
important to date Friday 
when it captured a key town 
only 30 kilometres outside 
Kabul. 

pie Taliban movement, 
which did not exist as a milit- 
ary force until late last year, 
b?s rapidly emerged as one of 
the most powerful factions in 
the multi-sided civil war. 

The group defeated Hezb- 
e-lsiami, the main opposition 
group, in a battle for the 
town of Maidan Shahr that 
began Thursday afternoon 
and lasted into the early 
hours of Friday morning. 

The town is 30 kilometres 
southwest of Kabul and sits 
on the main road leading into 
the capital. 

Taliban soldiers were in 
frill control of the town Fri- 
daywheu an Associated Press 
reporter visited. The town 
was quiet and some 
businesses were open. The 
soldiers were hanging out at a 
court building and some were 
sleeping. 

' Mohammad Rabbani, a 
Taliban commander, said the 
group had tried to negotiate 
with Hezb-e-Islami, “but we 
failed to reach agreement so 
we attacked.” 

The Taliban has not 
aligned itself with any of the 
10 other factions locked in a 
bitter power struggle for 
Kabul. 



LIBERATED AREA: ffis Majesty King Hus- ftiH sover eign ty, in fine with the Od. 26 
! sein on Thursday visits the Baqoura area after Jfordas-Israd peace treaty (photo fay Yousef 
I Israel withdrew its last soldier from the area Allan) 

I and Jordan hoisted its Sag there, rest o r in g its 


EU troika ends Mideast trip 
with little success in peace effort 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Three senior European Un- 
ion (EU) officials wound up a 
four-day tour of the Midale 
East on Friday, saying Arab 
and Israeli leaders were de- 
termined to shore up the 
peace process. 

“There is a role for Europe 
in the peace operation, to go 
alongside that of the United 
States and Russia.” French 
Foreign Minister Alain Ju 
said at the presidential 
before the group's departure 
from Beirut at nightfall. 

Mr. Juppe, who is the car- 
rent president of the EU 
Council of Ministers, was 
accompanied by Hans- 
Friedrich von Ploetz, Ger- 
many’s secretary of state for 
foreign affairs, and Carlos 
Western dorp, Spain's secret- 
ary of state for the European 
Union. 

They met during its seven- 
hour stay in Beirut with Pres- 
ident Elias Hrawi, Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, Parlia- 
ment Speaker Nabih Bern 
and Foreign Minister Fans 
Bouez. 

Tbe EU officials had talks 
with Syrian President Hafez 
Af Assad in Damascus. 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in occupied Jeru- 


salem and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat in Gaza 
before their first trip to 
Beirut since the end of Leba- 
non’s 1975-1990 civil war. 

“What we beard from tbe 
Syrian president and from 
officials in Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority fosters 
out conviction that toe peace 
process will continue despite 
tbe current obstacles,” Mr. 
Juppe said. “It reflects their 
determination to make the 
process work.” 

Mr. Juppe said 'the Euro- 
pean Union supported Leba- 
non’s demand for an uncon- 
ditional Israeli withdrawal 
from an occupied enclave in 
South Lebanon in com- 
pliance with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 42S. 

However, the EU mission 
failed to make an impact on 
the stalled peace process de- 
spite its economic muscle. 

The European envoys were 
“unable to find tbe ways and 
means to relaunch the pro- 
cess,” Mr. Juppe said after 
talks with Mr. Bouez. 

“It is argent to relaunch it 
(die peace proce ss) be cause 
any delay or st^naootrtould 
have serious consfcbudrfces," 
said Mr. Juppe, at me end of 
the first EU troika tour of the 


region since the 2993 Palesti- 
nian autonomy accord. 

“We are available. We 
have good relations with all 
die countries concerned,” he 
said. “We are ready to (day a 
role... to pass on messages 
because we are very present 
here , but we do not have any 
revolutionary proposals.”' " 

Before coming to Beirut, 
Mr. Juppe urged Israel to end 
its border closure imposed on 
autonomous Palestinian 
areas after a Jan. 22 suicide 
bombing killed 21 Israelis 
north of Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Juppe also pledged in- 
creased assistance to Mr.. 
Arafat’s self-rule ' authorities 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

He warned that a break- 
down of the peace process 
would be catastrophic for tbe 
pon and for international 
ity. 

"‘The talks should con- 
tinue, be assured that we 
would stand by you,” Mr. 
Juppe said. 

The EU has pledged tbe 
Palestinians $570 million over 
five years — about a sixth of 
tbe total international aid 
package. Mr. Juppe said $117 
million already has been 
spent on education and 
health. 


Brown 
ends 
Mideast 
trip 

ABU DHABI (Agencies) —■ 
U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown.' left the -United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
Friday at the : end of a week- 
long tour of tire Middle East 
with a delegation ofU-S. 
company chief executives, 
the Emirates news 
sai<L 

Mr. Brown - told -A news 
conference in Abu DhabTon 
Thursday he was optimistic 
that U.S. firms ’ could win . 
anus deals in UAE. He met 
UAE President Sheikh.. 
Zayed Ben 'Sultan Al 
Nahayan and other senior 
officials during the visit. . 

Mr. Brown also visited 
Egypt, laud; Gaza and. tbe 
West Bank, Jordan^ Kuwait 
and Qatar. ; - 

The Gulf Arab state plans 
to boy frigates ..naval helicop- 
ters and strike aircraft. U.S. 
films which want to sell them 
are facing hot competition 
from European arms manu- 
facturers. 

“AH we have ever sought is 
tbe ability to compete on a' 
level playing field.. Given 
that, we believe American 
companies will win in the 
overwhelming majority of in- 
stances,” Mr. Brown said (in 
Abu Dhabi). 

Mr. Brown and UAE lead- 
ers -also discussed trade, the 
Middle East peace process 
and Gulf security issues. 

The U.S: mission’s visit 
comes before the 1DEX de- 
fence show is Abu Dhabi in 
March, when defence experts 
expect die UAE to announce 
arms deals or at least state its 
intentions! - 

Among the chief execu- 
tives travelling with Mr. 
Brown was W.R. Phillips of 
Tenneco Inc. unit Newport 
News Shipbuilding (NNS), 
which is one of five conten- 
ders fin- a frigate deal with 
tbe UAE. . . 

In Kuwait City, Mr. Brown 
delivered a message from. 
U.S. Preadent Bill Clinton to 
tbe emir of Kuwait, the offi- 
cial news agency KUNA re- 
ported. 

The message was given to 
Kuwaiti Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah by Mr. 
Brown. 
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Abu Nidal hit man arrested in S. Lebanon 


SIDON (AP) — A man be- 
lieved to be the top assassin 
for the Palestinian Abu Nidal 
group has been arrested in 
this southern Lebanese port 
city, security sources dis- 
closed Friday. 

The man was identified as 
Mahmoud Khaled Eintour, 
alias Abu Ali Majed, 48, a 
Palestinian with a Jordanian 
passport. The sources said he 
headed the assassination 
branch of Abu Nidal 's Fateh 
Revolutionary Council fac- 
tion. 

Eintour has been known as 
a ranking Abu Nidal lieute- 
nant. But this was the first 
time he was identified as 
head of the group's “liquida- 
tion department,” said secur- 
ity sources. 

Lebanon has long been a 
haven for extremists from 
throughout the Middle East 
and Europe. But since the 
end of its 1975-1990 civil war. 
tbe Beirut government has 
been trying to restore its au- 
thority. 

It could not be determined 
why Eintour was arrested at 
this time or whether Syria, 
the dominant power in Leba- 
non, had approved the move 
amid international efforts to 
get peace talks restarted be- 


tween Damascus and Israel. 

Security sources said Ein- 
tour would probably be 
brought to trial after his in- 
terrogation on charges of hi- 
jacking, kidnapping and mur- 
der was completed. 

Abu Nidal, whose real 
name is Sabri AI Banna, tops 
the most wanted lists in a 
number of Arab countries as 
wed as Europe and the Un- 
ited States for attacks that 
have left scores of civilians 
and diplomats dead. 

Most infamous is the gun 
assault on passenger termin- 
als at the. Rome and Vienna 
airports on Dec. 27, 1985, 
which killed 17 people. Tbe 
security sources said they 
could not tell whether Ein- 
tour was involved in this 
attack. 

Lebanese military author- 
ities blame Eintour for the 
1987 hijacking of a French 
yacht on Gaza, in which five 
Belgians, a Frenchwoman 
with her two small daughters 
on board were held hostage 
for up to three years. 

Eintour also was suspected 
of masterminding tbe assas- 
sination .of Jordanian diplo- 
mat Naeb Omran Maaytan ini' ' 
Beirut Jan. 29, 1994, the 
sources said, speaking on 


condition of anonymity. 

He is also believed re- 
sponsible for engineering the 
murder of Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
security chief Atef Bseiso in 
Paris June 8, 1992. The mur- 
der sparked a rash of tit-for- 
tat killings between PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
and Abu Nidal's supporters, 
and Eintour is believed re- 
sponsible for organising the 
tuts on the PLO victims, said 
the sources. 

The source said Eintour 
was also suspected of master- 
minding tbe May 21, 1988 
abduction of Belgian physi- 
cian Jan Cools. 39, who 
worked for Norwegian huma- 
nitarian organisation Norwac 
in South Lebanon’s Palesti- 
nian refugee camps. He was 
released m Si don at Libyan 
leader Moammar QadbafTs 
request June 15, 1989. 

Eintour offered no resist- 
ance when he was picked by 
the Lebanese army intelli- 
gence branch from his house 
in Sidon’s Taamir neighbour- 
hood earlier this week, said 
the sources. Sidon, Leba- 
non’s third largest city, is 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

The sources said they did 
not know whether any arms 


were seized in the house. 
Eintour was taken to a max- 
imum security jail at die De- 
fence Ministry in suburban 
Yarze, eight kilometres east 
of the Lebanese capital, tbe 
• sources said. 

In the yacht hijacking- 
kidnap saga in November 
1987, Abu Nidal's group 
claimed Belgian brothers on 
board were spies for Israel's 
Mossad secret service. Hie 
captives denied the charge 
after they wore freed. ■ 

Tbe incident, which ended 
three years latex, followed a 
spate of hostage-taking 
attacks fay Iranian-backed ex- 
tremists in tiie latter stages of 
the civil war. 

The last of the boat hos- 
tages were freed Jan. 13,. 
1991 in exchange of the free- 
dom of Nasser Saeed, an Abo 
Nidal activist w bo was serv- 
ing a life sentence for a 1980 
attack in Antwerp. ‘ 

Those hostages were Bel- 
gians Emmanuel Houtekms, 
his wife Goddieve and then- 
children, Laurent and Valer- 
ie. 1 . j V 

The • other hostages were 
-Honteltins*. brother, _ Ferdi- 
nand, and his French girl- 
friend, Jacqueline Valente. 


Alleged leader in New York blast pleads innocent 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The man accused of being tbe 
brains behind the bombing of 
the World Trade Centre has 
pleaded innocent, following 
nearly two years as an inter- 
national fugitive. 

Ramzi Ahmed Yousef 
ared Thursday before 
District Judge John F. 
Keenan in an arraignment 
that lasted less than five mi- 
nutes. Twenty U.S. marshals 
lined the courtroom. 

He had been brought to 
New York from Pakistan, 
where the government said 
be had explosives and bomb- 
making chemicals in his pos- 
session when he was arrested. 

He was dean shaven, a 
contrast with the bearded pic- 
ture on FBI posters, and. 
dressed in a blue, double- 
breasted suit. 

Looking dim and confi- 
dent, Mr. Yousef said “i 
plead not guilty” to 11 counts 
relating to the Feb. 26. 1993. 
bombing. His next court 
appearance was set for 
Wednesday. If convicted of 
the most serious charges, he 
could face life in prison with- 
out parole. 

He’s in remarkably good 


spirits considering the ordeal 
he’s been through.” said his 
assigned lawyer, Avrabam C. 
Moskowitz. 

Mr. Moskowitz denied re- 
ports that his client was 
cooperating with authorities 
and bad blamed Iraq for the 
bombing. 

Mr. Yousef, 27, had 
escaped from New York the 
night of the bombing. The 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBD was close to nab- 
bing him last month in tbe 
Philippines, where he was 
linked to a failed plot to 
assassinate tbe Pope. 

The bombing of the World 
Trade’s Centre tilled six peo- 
ple. injured more than 1,000 
and caused 5500 million in 
damage. 

Prosecutors say Mr. 
Yousef bought chemicals, left 
fingerprints at an apartment 
used as a bomb factory and 
was seen in the van that 
carried the bomb. 

Four men were convicted 
last March and given life 
sentences. Another pleaded 
guilty to a minor role. A 
seventh suspect is still at 
large. 

New York Times quoted 


the officials as saying Mr. 
Yousefs origins were still un- 
clear, with reports saying he 
was born either in Iraq, 
Pakistan or Kuwait. The dai- 
ly also cites Arab speakers 
who have detected a Palesti- 
nian accent in Mr. Yousef 
after hearing recordings of 
his conversations. 

Pakistani police have 
arrested a South African reli- 
gious student who was with 
Mr. Yousef the evening be- 
fore bis capture, according to 
reports Friday. 

Istiaque Parker, the South 
African, was picked up after 
the arrest of Mr. Yousef, said 
the News, an English- 
fa gg u a ge daily. 

Police and government 
officials said they were check- 
ing, but could not immediate- 
ly confirm Mr. Parker’s 
arrest. South African diplo- 
mats also said they also were 
trying without success to lo- 
cate Mr. Parker. There was 
no word on what charges Mr. 
Parker might face. 

Mr. Parker, who studies at 
the Islamic University in Isla- 
mabad, led Mr. Yousef to the 
Su-Casa guest house On Mon- 
day afternoon and the two 


went out for coffee that even- 
ing, hotel manager Musawar 
Qazi told the Associated 
Press. 

Mr. Parker lives in an 
apartment just across the 
street from the guest house, a 
two-storey, whitewashed 
home on a quiet residential 
street in Islamabad, Mr. Qazi 
said. 

About 10 Pakistani and 
U.S. law enforc e mem offi- 
cials burst into tbe hotel 
Tuesday morning, raced up 
the stairs and arrested Mr. 
Yousef in room 16, a small, 
tidy room with two single 
beds. 

Mr. Yousef was blind- 
folded and his hands and legs 
were tied with rope. He was 
dragged away before he 
could put on shoes or socks, 
Mr, Qazi added. 

“It was like a hurricane. 
They stormed in and left in 
less than five minutes,” said 
KhaKd Sheikh, a guest ac the 
hotel. 

According to Mr. sheikh, 
Mr. Yousef shouted. “Why 
are you holding me?" and 
“I’m innocent. Fm inno- 
cent. 

One of Mr. Yousefs two 


suitcases contained . explo- 
sives hidden inside two toy 
cars as well as chemicals used 
in bomb-makmg, said Pakis- 
tan’s Interior Minister Nasir- 
ntiah Babar. 

. U.S. and Pakistani author- 
ities examined Mr. Yousefs 
two suitace for hours before 
taking them away, added Mr. 
Qazi. 

,A4r. Yousef, an Iraqi, had a 
raise Pakistani identity card, 
and had registered under the 
alias Aii Mohammad, said 
Mr. QazL 

He made several local calls 
and afro phoned twice to the 
northwestern city of Paha- 
war, where he Is thought to 
have received military train- 
ing. 

Pakistani officials have 
accounts of 
foosefs. capture and 
some details are still unclear. 

The officials said, incor- 
rectly, that die suspect had 
been picked up at the Holi- 
day loti hotel. They afro gave 
contradictory accoun t s Moot 
whether Mr. r Yousef was 
travelling with Iraqi or Pakis- 
tani travel documents.. 
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Castro buys 
business suits ■ 
tofivenup 
his wardrobe 

ROTTERDAM. Nether- 
lands (AP) — A' Dutch 
fashion designer, says Caban 
strongman Fidel Castro 
would look right at home on 
Wall . Street , in the new busi- 
ness >afts she’s sold him. - 
Known for . his ' trademark 
green military fatigues, the 
'Commohist leader called in. 
['Rotterdam designer Mere! 
Van. ’t Wout. after. seeing her 
-suits being worn by fashion- 
able Cubans. Ms: Van *t 
Wout said . she visited tfie 
Caribbean island state sever- ^ 
al times late last year to give • 
Mr. Castro fittings. “He mor- 
ally wears warm green,*’ 
Ms. Van *t Wont said Thurs- 
day . “He looks great in it and 
I think that’s -fine, but my. 
advice is something else.” 
But the ruler of Cuba for 36 
years woii’t be patting his 
famed fatigues in' mothballs, . 
said Ms. Van .’t Wout. The 
three' suits she made for him 
are, for appearances at inter- 
national conferences. The 
Cuban embassy - con fir med 
theiusw look- .Tfs normal. 

It’s not something from out 
? space,” said a woman who 
answered the phone, bat de- 
clined to give her name. Ms. . 
Van *t Wout, who advises her 
clients on what colours suit 
them best, picked dark blue, 
grey, and — of course — - 
.green. The 67-year-old dicta- 
tor had chosen a pairof black 
shoes and a light blue shirt to 
complete the ensemble. 

Nome of Florida’s 
top law officer 
burglarised for 
fourth time . 


'£■ 

J 

c. 

r’ 

$ 


& 




$ 

$ 

& 


$ 


TALLAHASSEE, ^Florida 
(AP). — Florida’s top law . 
enforcement officer has beeoF^ 
having a . tough time with 
crime — in bis own hbmei 
Four times in' four years, 
burglars have broken into 
Attorney General .Bob But: 
terworth'i; house. “Each 
time, I have less and less,” he 
joked Thursday hours after 
the latest burglary. “I do 
have a toaster." The latest 
break-in cost him about 
$1,000 worth tif property. in- 
cluding clothes, liquor, a 
compact cfisc player and a 
video recorder. Add those 
items to a list of about Sl,100 
worth of jewelry, a World 
War Il-vintage Luger 9mm 
pistol worth about $400, and 
a microwave,, among other 
items stolen during burglaries 
in May 1991, October 1991 
and July 1993. Mr. Butter- 
worth — who fives with his 
wife and their two children — 
has always been reluctant to 
install a security, system. But - 
be - said he!s now thinking 
seriously about taking that 
step. He’s afro considering 
buying a dog. 

Los Angeles 
woman gives birth 
to quintuplets 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
26-year-old Los Angeles 
woman gave birth to healthy 
quintuplets. The tiny babies. 
— two boys and three girls — r 
were born to .Marcella 
Quezada by Caesarean sec- 
tion and were listed in stable 
condition al the Kaiser Per- 
manente Woodland Hills 
Medical Centre, hospital offi- 
cials said. Ms. Quezade' was 
admitted in mid-November, 
where doctors worked to pre- 
vent an early delivery and 
help her cany tbe babies to 
term, a hospital spokes- 
woman said. The infante — 
Andrew, Raymond, Tiffany, 
Kimberly and Patricia — 
ranged in weight from two 
pounds two onnees (963 
grams) to three pounds 11 . 
ounces (1.33 kg). • 
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Dead man 
given 24 years 
in slammer 

TURIN, Italy (AFP) — A 
Turin court sentenced a dead 
man to 24 years in prison; 
Italian newspapers reported. 
The accused, Tommasp Cer- 
raudo, a small-time hoodlum 
from Catenzaro in Calabria, 
had been shot dead two 
mcmtlK. earlier bnt nobody 
had bothmed to inform' the 
judges or lawyers mtitt 'ease. " 
r-i Ceiraoifo,;24, 1 '»as 
diced on Jan. 2& forfoe399& 
murder of a fellow Galabrianr 
after foe traditional dosing 
piuscMiubn speeches and de- 
fence pleadings in tbt^Turin 
Assize Court. It Was only on 
Feb! 3 that the judges learned j 
that, be had -been shot dead] 
pit Nov. 30 in Milan. : - I 
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